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As always September brings the start of the new school year (actually August but it has taken me 
a while to get my act together).  We had our annual welcome for new students last month and I 
have attached the information about our new students to this note.  Also included is some contact 
information you may find interesting. 
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Fall 2009 - New Physiology Students 
August 21, 2009 

 
Name: Andrew Czysz 
E-Mail Address: aczysz2@uic.edu 
Degree Sought: MD/PhD 
Place of Birth: March ARB, CA 
Current Residence (city, 
neighborhood): 

Printer's Row, Chicago 

Undergraduate University: University of Florida 
Long-term Goal for your career: Success in scientific innovation 
Favorite Food: Bread 
Favorite Music: Independent rock 
Hobbies: Weight training, swimming, biking, 

video games, gardening, bread baking, 
technology/gadgets 

Three words that describe you: open-minded, contemplative, structured 
 

 

Name: YING-HSI LIN 
E-Mail Address: ylin42@uic.edu 
Degree Sought: PhD 
Place of Birth: Taiwan 
Current Residence (city, neighborhood): Chicago, Illinois 
Undergraduate University: National Taiwan University 
Long-term Goal for your career: Research  
Favorite Food: Pasta, cheese, steak 
Favorite Music: Smooth Jazz, Pop 
Hobbies: Baseball, football 
Three words that describe you: Honest, unselfish and diligent 

 
Name: Ikenna Madueke 
E-Mail Address: Imadue2@uic.edu 
Degree Sought: MD/PhD 
Place of Birth: Belgium 
Current Residence (city, 
neighborhood): 

Chicago, Bronzeville 

Undergraduate University: Chicago State University 
Long-term Goal for your 
career: 

Contribute significantly towards the quest 
and/or solution for a cure for cancer. 

Favorite Food: Anything with curry 
Favorite Music: Dancing music 
Hobbies: Watching sports, table tennis, guitar 

playing 
Three words that describe 
you: 

Tenacious, insightful, altruistic 



 

Name: Kimberley Mullen 
E-Mail Address: Kmulle4@uic.edu 
Degree Sought: Master of Science 
Place of Birth: Oxford, England 
Current Residence (city, 
neighborhood): 

Naperville, Illinois 

Undergraduate University: Baylor University, Waco, Texas 
Long-term Goal for your career: Make a societal impact through 

research; teach and inspire others 
Favorite Food: Ice cream and milk 
Favorite Music: All kinds 
Hobbies: Reading, writing, dancing ballet 
Three words that describe you: Curious, driven, and organized 

 
Name: Jeffrey Schappi 

 

E-Mail Address: jschap3@uic.edu 
Degree Sought: M.S. 
Place of Birth: Hammond, Indiana 
Current Residence (city, 
neighborhood): 

Just down the street! 

Undergraduate University: U of I Champaign 
Long-term Goal for your career: to really enjoy what I'm doing 
Favorite Food: pizza or Asian 
Favorite Music: pop 
Hobbies: computers, reading, exercise 
Three words that describe you: inquisitive, cautious, loyal 
 
Name: Tammy Tamayo 
E-Mail Address: ttamay2@uic.edu 
Degree Sought: PhD 
Place of Birth: Parana, Argentina 
Current Residence (city, 
neighborhood): 

The Loop, Chicago 

Undergraduate University: UC Davis 
Long-term Goal for your career: Medical Scientist, with a clinical, research, and an educational 

component. 
Favorite Food: Ice cream 
Favorite Music: Subject to mood changes- remodeled folk is my favorite right now. 
Hobbies: Interested in culture (language, history, philosophy, current events), 

though no particular media or region.  I like participating in 
outdoor sports like rock climbing and water skiing.  I’ve traveled 
considerably, mostly to south America but also to eastern Europe.  
Regrettably, I’ve had little time for these things since becoming a 
parent.  I have continued to read, though, and have new hobbies 
like looking for good children’s books and going to all of the 
museums in Chicago with my son (and now, daughter). 

Three words that describe you: Curious, questioning, assertive 
 



Distinguished University Professor and Head 
R. John Solaro, PhD    E-202 MSB   6-7620 
 
Director of Graduate Studies 
Jesús García-Martínez, MD, PhD  2141 COMRB   5-0260 
 
First Year Graduate Student Advisor 
Geula Gibori, PhD    2097 COMRB   6-6077 
 
Upcoming Physiology and Biophysics Events: 
08/23/09  - Dyer, Indiana   - Summer Celebration 
TBA November - 20th Annual Awards/Recognition Evening 
TBA December - Annual Pot-luck Holiday Party 
 
Tentative Schedule of Upcoming Seminars 
09/18/09 Student Seminar UIC 
09/25/09 Avia Rosenhouse-Dantsker, D.Sc. (Host: R. John Solaro) 
10/09/09 Matteo Vatta, Ph.D. Baylor College of Medicine (Host: R. John 

Solaro) 
10/23/09 Student Seminar UIC 
11/6/09 Beata Wolska, Ph.D. UIC 
11/13/09 Roberta A. Gottlieb, M.D. San Diego State University (Host: E. Doug 

Lewandowski) 
11/17/09 Ivan Robert Nabi, Ph.D. University of British Columbia (Host: Mark 

Rasenick) 
11/20/09 Student Seminar UIC 
12/11/09 Michael Portman, M.D. University of Washington School of Medicine 

(Host: E. Doug Lewandowski) 
All seminars are on Friday 10:00-11:00 am in Room 1020 CMRB (unless otherwise indicated)
 
Physiology and Biophysics Administrative Staff 
Name Title Room Phone E-mail 

Donati, Elyse  Coordinator of 
Research Program 204F CMW 996-8816 spaite@uic.edu  

Engstrom, 
Kathleen 

Assistant to the 
Head E231 MSB 996-3836 kengstro@uic.edu  

Gentry, Janice M. Dept. Information 
Supervisor  E202 MSB 996-1647 janicemg@uic.edu  

Guthrie, Jennifer  Project Coordinator E202 MSB 996-1645 jguthr1@uic.edu  
Kawalec, Agnes Project Coordinator 203C CMW  996-5054 akawal2@uic.edu  
Sadiku, Benny Student Worker  204L CMW 413-8624 bsadki1@uic.edu  

Scott, Laura  Dept. Information 
Supervisor  204L CMW 413-8624 mslascot@uic.edu  

Snider, Charles  Research 
Information 
Specialist 

2143 COMRB 996-5693 csnide2@uic.edu  

Program in Integrative Cardiac Metabolism
Daly, Vonaire  Project Coordinator 1154 CMRB  413-1235 vonaire@uic.edu  



Department of Physiology and Biophysics 
Faculty Telephone Directory 

 
Name Title Office/ 

Lab 
Phone/ 
Lab 

Email 

Appel, Sarah B. Professor 200B CMW 
204G CMW 

996-0649 
996-0650 

sappel@uic.edu 

Banke-Hausler, Natasha Research Assistant Prof. B14 MRIC 355-3715 nhausler@uic.edu 
Barany, Kate Professor Emerita 232 CMW  996-7268 kbarany@uic.edu 
Brodie, Mark Associate Professor 2111 CMRB 

2140 CMRB 
996-2373 
413-8832 

mbrodie@uic.edu 

Chambers, Donald Professor A309 CMW 
206 CMW 

996-1294 
996-2644 

donc@uic.edu 

Cohen, Rhonna Associate Professor 207 CMW 413-0892 rcohen@uic.edu 
de Lanerolle, Primal Professor E207A CMW 

E206 CMW 
996-6430 
996-8637 

primal@uic.edu 

Farjah, Mariam Visiting Research 
Assistant Prof. 

2080 CMRB 355-0259 mfarjah@uic.edu 

Fiat, Daniel Professor 203A CMW 996-7609 fiat@uic.edu 
Frasor, Jonna Assistant Professor 1097 CMRB 

1123 CMRB 
355-2583 
355-2578 

jfrasor@uic.edu 

Garcia-Martinez, Jesus Associate Professor 2141 CMRB 
2140 CMRB 

355-0260 garmar@uic.edu 

Gibori, Geula Professor 2097 CMRB 
2120 CMRB 

996-6077 
996-7688  

ggibori@uic.edu 

Gupta, Madhu Visiting Assistant 
Professor 

E204 MSB 
E220 MSB 

355-4937 guptam@uic.edu 

Hankiewicz, Janusz Research Assistant Prof.  B14 MRIC 355-3715 januszh@uic.edu 
Jaffe, Randal Professor 2113 CMRB 

E204 MSB 
996-4933 
996-4161 

rcjaffe@uic.edu 

Ke, Yunbo Research Assistant Prof. 2040 CMRB 355-0093 yke@uic.edu 
Kennedy, John Associate Professor 2137 CMRB 996-7992 jkennedy@uic.edu 
Kobayashi, Tomoyoshi Research Associate 

Professor 
2131 CMRB 
E218 MSB 

996-7151 
413-1692 

tkoba@uic.edu 

Lewandowski, E. Douglas Professor 1113 CMRB 413-7261 dougl@uic.edu 
O'Donnell, J. Michael Assistant Professor 1115 CMRB 413-8276 odonnell@uic.edu 

Popov, Sergey Associate Professor 2053 CMRB 413-5682 spopov@uic.edu 
Rao, Mrinalini C. Professor 

 
2093 CMRB 
2160 CMRB 

996-7884 
996-8914 

meenarao@uillinois.edu 

Rasenick, Mark M. 
 

Professor 2095 CMRB 
2040 CMRB 

996-6641 
996-6642 

raz@uic.edu 
 

Russell, Brenda Professor 2091 CMRB 
2100 CMRB 

413-0407 
996-7477 

russell@uic.edu 

Samsonov, Andrey Visiting Research 
Assistant Prof. 

2100 CMRB 996-8211 samsonov@uic.edu 

Sarathy, Jayashree  Research Assistant Prof. 2160 CMRB 996-8914 jvenka1@uic.edu 
Sheehan, Katherine Visiting Research 

Assistant Prof. 
2080 CMRB 996-9176 sheehank@uic.edu 

Solaro, R. John Professor and Head E202 MSB 
2055 CMRB 
2080 CMRB 

996-7620 
 
996-8906 

solarorj@uic.edu 

Stocco, Carlos Associate Professor 2051 CMRB 355-0912 costocco@uic.edu

Yu, Jiang-Zhou Research Assistant Prof. 2160 CMRB 413-8240 yujz64@uic.edu 
  


