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Daily Schedules:

It is our goal to provide you with a wide variety of learning experiences - lectures, discussions of specific texts or test cases, guided field work as a group, field trips, opportunities for museum work alone or in groups, time for library work at UIC, at the Chicago Public Library, or at other local and regional academic and specialty libraries, and the chance to develop specific projects of your own.

Our program is designed so that, in most cases, mornings are spent as a group in lectures and discussions, while afternoons are left open for fieldwork, library research, and reading time.  There are exceptions, however, so be sure to consult this syllabus on a weekly and daily basis to remind yourself of our scheduling.  Field trips especially are important, and we can't hold up the schedule to search out participants who are tardy or who have forgotten the program.

Classroom days begin promptly at 8:30 am-please don't be late, as we'll be starting the lectures.  Each faculty member will hand out a general outline of the subject under discussion, with a brief bibliography.  The class begins with a general lecture. This is followed by a short break and then a return for discussion with a focus on the specific readings.  Often we will break out into smaller groups to discuss specific questions, and then return to report on group results.  Morning sessions are the norm, and they are set to end at about 12:30pm.  When afternoon sessions are scheduled, they begin at 1:30 and last until 3 or 3:30pm.

Classes will be held from June 20 to July 14 on the third floor of 1333 S. Halsted Street (across the street from the housing complex, to the east) in the conference room of the Tutorium in Intensive English (TIE).

Please expect to attend all sessions; we have built in a great deal of open time in the afternoons to enable you to do reading, to research in the university or other local libraries, and to do field work or study.  If for some reason you cannot schedule a meeting or appointment at any other time than class time, please inform the staff well beforehand so that we do not become concerned at your absence.
Part I

Introduction and Orientation
Friday, June 17
Participants arrive, met by faculty and staff at airport, escorted to campus and given tour of FASI facilities and residence hall.

Saturday, June 18 
Morning
Orientation Breakfast, meetings with staff and Director

Discussion: pedagogy, budget and money, schedule of Institute, communication with home and family, group dynamics, multicultural toleration, means of feedback, arbitration and problem-solving.

Afternoon
Tour of campus and facilities

Evening
Welcome Banquet with faculty, staff, and University administrators

Sunday, June 19
Architecture, History and Urbanism: Tour of Neighborhood, CTA, and Downtown 
Peter Hales
Monday, June 20
Morning
Administrative Meetings– money and banking, i.d. cards, library cards, etc.

Afternoon
Plenary Session with Faculty

Readings: Sykes, "Introduction," and "American Studies and the Concept of Culture," from Sykes, American Studies. (in text packet)

Photo Session
Time: 5:30pm

June 21, Tuesday
Language, Content, Myth and Politics 

Morning
Reading American Institutions
Stan Howard, Chris Messenger, and Peter Hales
Using cartoons, historical paintings, excerpts from contemporary and historical accounts of election, the session will introduce participants to the methods of American cultural analysis, and provide a lively environment for discussion of central themes of American political, social and cultural life.

Readings: Assorted newspaper and magazine readings on the current elections

Afternoon
The American Dream as Symbol, Myth and Historical Event
Peter Hales 
Readings: Horatio Alger, Ragged Dick

June 22, Wednesday
Morning
The Fundamentals of American Political Philosophy: Electoral Democracy as a System of Thought and Action
Stan Howard
Readings: Locke", from Modern Political Theory, The Declaration of Independence (both from pre-arrival reading via our website). 

Afternoon

Computer Resources and the Internet / Tour of UIC Library and presentation on library resources and access.
Time: 2:00-4:00pm

We will split into 2 groups – one group will receive a tour of the UIC library and the other will hear a demonstration about the UIC computer resources. After about an hour, the groups will switch.

June 23, Thursday
American Education as a Cultural System
Peter Hales
Morning
American Education and the American Educational System: Ideal and Real

Readings: "American Education" in Readings In American Culture (in text packet); Jonathan Kozol, Savage Inequalities , especially the Introduction and chapters 1,2, and 3 (pp. 1-132).

Late Morning
American Education and American Democratic Ideals: Efforts at Reform

Readings: Materials on the World Wide Web ("the web") in the computer labs:
The federal education-reform program, signed by President Bush on January 8, 2002, “No Child Left Behind” at http://www.nochildleftbehind.gov/, especially the pages accessed in the red box on the left at the top: “Overview, Stronger Accountability,” etc., and the materials on Chicago's school reform history, found in the archives of the school reform journal Catalyst, at http://www.catalyst-chicago.org looking especially at the section on “Reform History”. http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/news/special_packages/election2004/8581224.htm and Kerry’s official campaign statements on educational reform: http://www.johnkerry.com/issues/education/ 

Afternoon
A Superintendent of Schools Explains It All
Dr. Christopher Ward, Superintendent, Lockport High School
June 24, Friday
Morning
Roundtable on International Education

Afternoon
Teaching English to Foreign Speakers: Technique and Philosophy
Diane Highland, Program Director, Tutorium in Intensive English
June 25, Saturday
Tour of Chicago’s Ethnic Neighborhoods
Irving Cutler
June 26, Sunday
American Consumer Culture: Gurnee Mills Shopping Mall
Peter Hales
Readings: Juliet Schor, excerpts from The Overspent American; excerpts from Joel Garreau, Edge City: Life on the New Frontier (in text packet)

Part II

American Culture: A History of Intersections
June 27, Monday
Morning
Contact: The First Encounters
Stan Howard and Peter Hales
Imagining the New America and the New American 

Readings: Christopher Columbus, "Letter" (in text packet); Olaudah Equiano, "The Life of Olaudah Equiano, American Slave,” Howard Zinn, "Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress," from A People's History; The Declaration of Independence (in pre-arrival reading via our website), Federalist Papers, #10; The Constitution of the United States and The Bill of Rights (in pre-arrival reading via our website), chapters from America’s History.

Afternoon
The Literary Creation of National Identity
Chris Messenger
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Walt Whitman, Emily Dickenson and the American Mythic Imaginary

Readings: Hawthorne, “The Maypole of Mary Mount” (in text packet), "Roger Malvin's Burial," in Young Goodman Brown & Other Stories; Walt Whitman’s “Song of Myself” in Leaves of Grass (stanzas 1-11), Emily Dickenson, selected poems.

June 28, Tuesday
Morning
Frederick Douglass's Narrative: Close Readings By Two Disciplines
Stan Howard and Chris Messenger
Readings: Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (through Chapter 5, p.75), "The Significance of July Fourth to the Negro" 

June 29, Wednesday
Expansion and the Conflict of Rights, 1830-1895
Peter Hales and Stan Howard
Morning
Exploration and Empire

Readings: "Appeal to the People of the United States: The Cherokee Nation" (1830); "An Indian's View of Indian Affairs: Chief Joseph" (1879); (in text packet); "The Homestead Act of 1862"; Frederick Jackson Turner, "On the Significance of the Frontier in American History" (1893) both from Boorstin, An American Primer.

Afternoon
Close Reading: Owen Wister's The Virginian, and the birth of the American Western as genre and cultural icon.
Chris Messenger and Peter Hales
June 30, Thursday
Morning
Seminal Documents in American Geography and Literature
Peter Hales and Chris Messenger
Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn, the election and social frontier paintings of Duncanson and George Caleb Bingham, and the Mapping of American Expansion

Readings: Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Afternoon
Feedback Session (hors d'oeuvres and refreshments will be served!), followed by Bookstore Tour and Group Dinner Excursion
Neil McCarthy
July 1, Friday
The Individual and the City, 1865-1915
Peter Hales and Chris Messenger
Morning
Cities: Commerce, Industrialism and the New America, 1860-1895

Readings: Mayer and Wade, Chicago: Growth of a Metropolis, chapters 2,3; John Wanamaker, "On the Department Store." (in Boorstin, An American Primer); Theodore Dreiser, Sister Carrie (focus on chapters 1-5); Jacob Riis, excerpts from The Battle With The Slum (in Boorstin, An American Primer)

Afternoon
American Feminisms
Sharon Holland
Readings: Frances Perkins Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper; Emma Goldman, Selected Writing (in packets) Alice Echols, Daring to Be Bad (book)

July 2, Saturday
American Traditions in New American Spaces: Celebrating the Fourth of July in Homer Glen, Illinois

July 3, Sunday
FREE DAY

July 4, Monday
Celebrate July 4th: Morning Parade in Evanston, Illinois, followed by open-house for the rest of the day at the home of Director Peter Hales; fireworks and concert in downtown Chicago.

July 5, Tuesday
Morning
Redefining Unity from War to War: 1914-1945

Readings: Willa Cather, My Antonia, chapters 1-8; Dorothea Lange and Paul Taylor, 

American Exodus

Afternoon
Women Writing the Americas
Sharon Holland
Readings: E. Pauline Johnson, “A Red Girl’s Reasoning”

July 6, Wednesday
Morning
American Internationalism: Themes, Traditions, Conflicts

Neil McCarthy
Afternoon
War/Postwar/Cold War: Cultures of Necessity, Prosperity and Fear
Stan Howard and Peter Hales
Readings: Korematsu v. United States (1944); "Shelly v. Kramer" (1948), "Brown v. Board of Education" (all in packet); Barbara Kelly, excerpts from Expanding the American Dream; look at the Levittown Web sites: 
http://www.uic.edu/~pbhales/Levittown.html, also http://www.newquestcity.com/cities/NY/1825.htm and http://www.newsday.com/extras/lihistory/specsec/levmain.htm 

Evening
A Public Roundtable on American Internationalism and Foreign Policy

Part III

Contemporary American Culture: Intersections, Confusions, Resolutions

July 7, Thursday
Morning
American Writing in a Global Context: Hemingway’s In Our Time

Afternoon
Melting Pot/Culture Clash: Contemporary America and the Questions of Language, Law and Rights
Stan Howard
Readings: Martin Luther King, "Speeches"; Malcolm X Speaks; “How the Jews Became White,” (Chapter 3) from Race, Class and Gender in the United States 

July 8, Friday
Morning
Mass Culture and High Culture in Contemporary American Literature and Media
Peter Hales
Readings: Sections from Peter Hales’s new book, Outside the Gates on American television; the transistor radio and the rise of youth culture and popular music in the ‘60s. 

Viewings: DVD episodes of I Love Lucy, The Donna Reed Show; and VCR episodes of Lassie

Afternoon
African-American Culture: Identity and the Question of Race—Reading the Blues
Sterling Plumpp
Reading: Robert Palmer, Deep Blues

Evening
Blues Tour
Time: 8:00pm
Meeting Location: Residence Halls, Atrium

Sterling Plumpp will lead us to blues clubs in Chicago that are presenting the most interesting music. 

July 9, Saturday
Chicago Steppin’ 
Participants join Stan and his dance class in an afternoon of Chicago steppin’ and other dance styles. 

July 10, Sunday
Religion In America: Two Churches

While participants have the opportunity (and are encouraged, with lists of services and religious facilities, and other materials) to worship as they please, this Sunday takes the group to two different Protestant churches: an African-American “gospel” church with a charismatic preacher, and the upper-crust Fourth Presbyterian Church on Michigan Avenue’s “Magnificent Mile.”

July 11, Monday
Morning
Identity Politics and American Popular Culture: The Godfather and The Sopranos
Chris Messenger
July 12, Tuesday 
Special Session: American Education at Work--On Location at Evanston Township High School and Englewood High School, Chicago
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Location: Residence Hall, First Floor Lounge

Morning
Tour of Evanston Township High School: American Education at Work

Evanston Township High School is one of the richest and best-equipped and -staffed high schools in the United States. It is also one of the few where there is a very wide gulf between rich and poor, and where Caucasian, African-American, and Hispanic students each form a significant bloc of the student population. A meeting with one of the school's Principals, with faculty and staff and a chance to observe classes in action, will give us a taste of the school system.

Afternoon
American Schooling Part II: Englewood High School

Englewood High School is a public high school in the city of Chicago, serving a largely African-American and poor constituency, facing the challenges of a troubled urban neighborhood with far fewer resources and less money than Evanston. Our visit will include discussion with the Principal, with faculty, staff and students in summer session.

July 13, Wednesday
Morning
Native American Literature and Culture
LaVonne Ruoff
Afternoon
General Tour Orientation – 1:30-3:00pm
Peter Hales and Alicia Boada
3:00 PM: Packing!

Evening
Farewell to Chicago Dinner and Celebration

July 14, Thursday
Morning
Final Plenary: Things Fall Apart? Tensions of Unity and Diversity in American Cultural Life
Peter Hales, Sharon Holland, Stan Howard, and Chris Messenger 

Afternoon
Isn't Anything Authentic Anymore? Region, Subculture and Culture in Contemporary America
Peter Hales
Readings: Tony Hillerman, The Ghostway, Raymond Friday Locke, Book of the Navajo (excerpts in packet); Keith Cunningham, American Indians' Kitchen-Table Stories: Contemporary Conversations...: (sections on Pueblo and Navajo in packet).

Final Feedback Session
This will be our opportunity to talk about the loose ends: the best and worst of the Institute; and your suggestions for its improvement. 

Part IV

American Culture on Tour

See Tour Itinerary for details.
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