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Tour Itinerary
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Touring the United States with the SUSI is made possible in part by the talents of our Institute travel specialist, Alicia Boada. Alicia has been supervising the tour for over a decade, and her experience as an international travel agent and tour specialist is invaluable. Those of you who speak Spanish will have the opportunity to brush up on your South American idioms as well - Alicia was born and raised in South America. 

The tour portion of the Institute is a great deal of fun, but it is also hard work. It is the opportunity to test many of the ideas and proposals of the Institute regarding American culture and life, by looking at the everyday contemporary lives, landscapes, and rituals of Americans in a wide variety of settings - the American Midwest, Washington, DC, and the South. On the bus, we will have discussions and lectures, and there will always be the opportunity for questions.  What follows is not the final schedule, as some parts of the tour are awaiting confirmation. 

Travel through the American Midwest

July 15, Friday

· 10:00 a.m. - Depart Chicago for Hannibal, Missouri via deluxe motor coach bus (301 miles, 5 hours)

· 1:00 p.m. - Stop for Lunch

· 2:15-4 p.m.- discussion of Twain’s Life on the Mississippi

· [image: image2.wmf]4:00 p.m. - Arrive in Hannibal

· 6:00 p.m. - Mississippi steamboat tour + dinner


· Hotel in Hannibal:
Hotel Clemens





401 N. Third St.





Hannibal, MO 63401





(573) 248-1150

Hannibal, Missouri, is the home of Samuel Clemens, also known as Mark Twain, and the locale for Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  It is a Mississippi River town, now rather more touristic than it was when Twain described it in Life On The Mississippi as a sleepy town.  Here we have the chance to see the ways American history is constructed and reconstructed, as history and as mythology.

Saturday, July 16

· 8:00 a.m. - Breakfast
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· 9:00 -11:00 a.m. - Mark Twain Museum

· 11:30 a.m. - Depart Hannibal for Kansas City

· 8:30pm - Live Jazz Show in the Blue Room


· Hotel in Kansas City:
Marriott Downtown





200 W. 12th St.





Kansas City, MO 64105





(816) 421- 6800

Kansas City is one of the sites of a complex multiracial history of American expansion.  It is here that much of African-American jazz had an early home;  it is also here that some of the most notorious of urban conflicts over school integration and housing discrimination were fought out in the courts and on the streets. We will tour the city in the early evening after settling into our hotel, and eat dinner in one of its famous African-American restaurants—Arthur Bryant’s.

Sunday, July 17

· Fort Scott National Monument

Visit various Civil War battlefields and Indian Wars history and pioneer locations

Fort Scott, Kansas, is the locale for a rich layering of historical events:  the conflicts over expansion and slavery were enacted there;  so also were the Indian relocation conflicts and the Civil War battles.  It has become a National Monument, meaning it is a site whose history is now directly controlled, for better and worse, by the US government.  

Tour by National Monument Interpretive Guide

· 11:30 a.m.  - Depart for Oklahoma City (5.5 hours drive)

· 6:00 p.m. - Visit Murrah Building Memorial (Oklahoma City Bombing)

· Hotel in Oklahoma City:
Fairfield Inn






1101 E. Interstate 240






Oklahoma City, OK 73149    tel.(405) 634-9595
The Murrah Federal Building was the site of a major guerrilla insurgency by American super-patriots—of the so-called “militia movement”; it was terrorism by Americans against Americans.  It has since become the site of a complicated and ambiguous memorial to American victimization.  Prof. Hales will meet you there to lead a tour and conversation.

Monday, July 18
· 9:00 a.m. - Visit the Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum (the National Cowboy Hall of Fame)

This is one of the prime sites where the mythos of the American West has been preserved—in everything from dioramas to high-art paintings, from Gene Autry’s guitar to artifacts of Native American tribal identity.  It is also a site that is actively making the myth of the West, the Western, and the cowboy (and the Indian, too!).  It will provide an important counterpart to our study of Native America over the next few days.

· 11:30 a.m. - Depart Oklahoma City for Amarillo, Texas (259 miles, 4 hours)

Lecture/ Discussion: Texas as Nation: regional literature and music

Readings:  Kinky Friedman, Kinky Friedman’s guide to Texas Etiquette


        Larry McMurtry, Horseman, Pass By!
Please be prepared for the discussion—the Friedman can be skimmed or excerpted, but the McMurtry deserves serious attention.

· 7:30 Group Dinner: Big Texan Steak Ranch 
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· Hotel in Amarillo:
Ambassador Hotel





3100 I-40 West







Amarillo, TX 79102





(806) 358-6161
This is it folks:  the Great West of Westerns.  Here the themes of cowboy adventure, tourist reconstruction, and actual geography all come together.  We’ll look at all three types of mythic America all in one food-and-drink-filled day.

Travel through the American Southwest
The American Southwest represents one of the most readily identifiable subcultures in the United States.  Its climate is desert, with hot and dry summer temperatures, and typical American desert flora and fauna-- from cacti to roadrunners and coyotes.  Its geography ranges from the flat deserts of the southeast, northwest and western areas of the state, to the mountainous regions that run along its center, representing the southern end of the Rocky Mountains.

New Mexico was originally occupied by a number of Native American tribes, including variants of the nomadic Apache tribes (herders and hunters, living in variants of the teepee), and descendants of the Anasazi and other pueblo- and cliff-house-dwelling agricultural and herding tribes. Today, the Navajo (Apache-variant) and Pueblo (Anasazi-variant) tribes are the largest and most dominant.

These Native American (or Indian) tribes coexist with a Spanish-speaking population that dates back to the 1500s, and with Anglo-Americans who have been there in some cases for centuries, in others for months, weeks, or days.

We will drive to Albuquerque, New Mexico, one of the burgeoning Southwest "New Cities," a multicultural blend of Spanish-American, Native American and Anglo origins.

Tuesday, July 19

· 8:00 a.m. – Depart for Elkin’s Ranch for a Cowboy Breakfast (8:30-10:30)

· 10:30 a.m. -- Depart Amarillo for Albuquerque (288 miles, 4 hours)
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· Stop in route at Ant Farm’s Cadillac Ranch


· 7:00 P.M.: Group dinner at El Pinto Restaurant, Albuquerque
Hotel in Albuquerque: 
Hotel Blue
1717 Central Avenue NW
Alburquerque, NM 87102
(877) 878-4868

El Pinto is one of Albuquerque's most beloved restaurant-sites.  A legend of Southwestern cuisine, it is a place where the combinations of Mexican, Native American, Spanish, and Anglo-American styles of cooking have come together-- in a melting pot, in a salad bowl, and in diverse identities!  The food is spicy, the music is authentic, and the clientele reflects the rapidly changing face of Albuquerque, as computer and software specialists, beneficiaries of "the new prosperity" rub elbows with old native New Mexicans.

Wednesday, July 20

Albuquerque 

· 9:00 a.m. - Guided tour by local professional guide of Pueblo Cultural Center Pueblo 

· 11:00 a.m. - Dance

· 12:00 p.m. - Lunch at the Indian Pueblo Restaurant

· Afternoon:  Downtown “Old Town” of Albuquerque

Hotel in Albuquerque: 
Hotel Blue
1717 Central Avenue NW
Alburquerque, NM 87102
(877) 878-4868


Thursday, July 21
· 7:30 a.m. - Depart Albuquerque for Acoma (1hour, 20 mins.)

· 9:00 a.m. - Visit Acoma Pueblo, Sky City (3-hour tour)
The American Indian tribes of the Southwest region are generally called the "Pueblo Indians" because of their common ancestry and their shared forms of architecture and social organization.  The tribes have coordinated to design and run a cultural center and museum that helps to explain their roots and heritage.

· 12:00 p.m. - Depart for Durango, Colorado (6 hrs driving)  

This long drive will take us through the Navajo Nation with much to see along the way.  Though the drive is long it is one of the most visually rewarding in America, moving from desert to spectacular canyon scenery and then into the Rocky Mountains.

Lecture: Western Expansion and Western Economic Development

Cowboy and Mountain Country: Purgatory, Colorado, and Durango, Colorado

Afternoon:

We will arrive in Tamarron, Colorado, midway between Durango and Purgatory, in the late afternoon. 

Durango was, and still is, a cowboy town, at the base of the Rocky Mountains.  Saloons, bars, and restaurants, also dance halls, line the downtown streets.  The Tamarron Resort is a condominium golf and recreation-resort, a “privatopia”.

Evening:

The bus will take revelers down to Durango around 5:30pm, and will make a return between 9pm and 10:30, depending on driver’s schedule), for those who want to dine, hear music, dance.
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· Hotel in Durango:

Tamarron Resort

40292 HWY 550

Durango, CO 81301

(970) 259-2000

Friday, July 22

· Early a.m.- Optional hike guided by Neil

· 12:00 p.m. - Travel through the Rocky Mountains to Silverton, Colorado, a mining town (40 min. drive).   
· 3:00 p.m. - Depart Silverton
The area between Silverton and Durango became a miner's paradise in the late 19th century.  Gold, then silver, then lead and other metals, were successively discovered in this region, and a number of "boom towns" or "instant cities" sprang up as a result.  One of these was Silverton, Colorado, nestled in an open valley in the midst of the high, snow-topped Rocky Mountains.  We will travel by bus along a narrow and somewhat thrilling road to Silverton.  We will have lunch, then spend the afternoon exploring the town and its environs. Returning to Tamarron, we'll have a chance to spend the afternoon and evening in Durango.
Evening:

Rodeo!
6:00 P.M.:  American Rodeo is a truly multicultural event-- part Native American Indian, part cowboy, part pop culture hucksterism. Durango's "Pro Rodeo" is a tourist rodeo, but it attracts top professionals as well.  A "cowboy dinner" is part of the evening.
[image: image7.wmf]
· Hotel in Durango:

Tamarron Resort

40292 HWY 550

Durango, CO 81301






(970) 259-2000
Saturday, J
uly 23

· Depart Durango for Monument Valley, Utah (6 hrs or less)

Lecture-Discussion: Native American life and letters

Reading: Tony Hillerman, Ghost Way

Film: Sherman Alexie, Smoke Signals

· 2:00 p.m. - Tour Monument Valley, Navajoland 
· Stay at Monument Valley Goulding's Lodge
Monument Valley is one of the most important intersections of American geography, mythic, cultural, and physical.  It was here that some of the most celebrated of American Westerns were filmed, and we’ll be staying in a hotel where Marilyn Monroe, John Wayne and John Ford all stayed.  Members of the Navajo Tribe (or the Navajo Nation, as they prefer to be called) will guide us through the site, where we’ll see the Native American mythos as well.  

· Hotel in Monument Valley:
Goulding's Lodge






Box 350001






Monument Valley, UT 84536






(435) 727-3231

Sunday, July 24
· 8:00 a.m. - Depart Monument Valley for Grand Canyon, Arizona (4 hours)

· 1:00 p.m. - Arrive at the Grand Canyon
The Grand Canyon is one of the prime landscape events of the American continent, and one of its most important tourist sites.  We will examine it both as tourists and as observers of tourists.

Hotel in/near Grand Canyon:
Fairfield Inn






1029 N. Grand Canyon Blvd.






Williams, AZ 86046






(928) 635-9888
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Monday, July 25

· 8:00 a.m. - Depart for Las Vegas 

· 2:00 p.m. - Tour of Las Vegas by bus (1.5 hours)


Lectures by Dr. Hal Rothman

Las Vegas is, says my colleague and friend Hal Rothman, the image of the American future.  It is certainly one of the most significant spots in the recent history of the American West.  Gambling, the creation of a new global pseudo-environment, and the question of a desert ecology meeting a super-utopian American culture, all figure into the landscape you’ll see and experience.  Hal Rothman, the most celebrated and insightful of Las Vegas historians, will be our guide over the next few days.

Lectures by Dr. Hal Rothman will start at the University of Nevada at Las Vegas, and then move to the bus, where we’ll look at a series of significant sites.

Hotel in Las Vegas:
Excalibur Hotel 

3850 Las Vegas Blvd. South
Las Vegas, NV 89109
T: (702) 262-1658

Tuesday, July 26


Afternoon: Debate between Hal Rothman and Peter B. Hales

Hotel in Las Vegas:
Excalibur Hotel 

3850 Las Vegas Blvd. South
Las Vegas, NV 89109
T: (702) 262-1658

Wednesday, July 27

· 8:00 a.m. - Depart for Las Vegas Airport

· 10:10 a.m. - Flight departing for Washington, D.C. (Baltimore airport)
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· 7:00 p.m. - Arrive Baltimore/Washington, D.C.

Hotel in Washington DC:
 Marriott Washington





1221 22nd St.





Washington, DC NW





20037





(202) 872-1500

The Capital of the United States
Washington City, in the District of Columbia (Washington D.C. to everyone), is the federal capital of the United States.  It is the home to federal government, to elected legislature, to the executive branch and the President of the United States, to the judicial branch and the Supreme Court, and to the national repositories, museums, and monuments.  Built in the 19th century on a "miasmic swamp", partly burned to the ground during the War of 1812, rebuilt and built upon since then, it is the site of the Vietnam Memorial, the White House, the Holocaust Museum, the National Air and Space Museum, the Capitol, and of numerous Senators and Congressmen, some of whom we hope to meet on Thursday.  Built on a plant proposed by the Frenchman l'Enfant, it used the broad, monumental boulevards, vistas and parks "borrowed" from the monarchic Baroque of France's Versailles, the last great French palace and grounds.  Today it remains both grand and grandiose.

Thursday and Friday we will be in residence in Washington.  We will tour the national monuments and the US Capitol, and we are hoping to arrange meetings with US Senators and Representatives. In the intervening hours, you are free to walk the Mall, visiting monuments, museums and institutions, such as the National Gallery, the Smithsonian, the Air and Space Museum, the Library of Congress, and the like.  

Thursday July 28

· 9:00 a.m. - Bus tour of National Monuments

Monument-making, and commemoration, are central themes we’ve seen recurring in the tour, from the monument to martyrdom found at the site of the Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City to the monumentalization of the Grand Canyon and the fake global monuments of Las Vegas.  We are now at the site of “legitimate” American monuments, and Peter Hales will lead us on a lecture-tour of the most important, including the Korean War, Vietnam War, and Roosevelt Memorials in addition to the Lincoln, Washington, and Jefferson Memorials.

· 2:00 P.M.  American democratic politics at work:  The U.S. House and Senate
You will have the opportunity to visit the House and Senate Chambers-- . we will provide tickets for the tours—and we are doing our best to get a private audience with Jan Schakowsky, the U.S. Representative for the north side of Chicago, and perhaps others as well.  If this takes place, please remember we’ll need to be on time, presentable, and ready with questions!
Friday, July 29

· 9:00 a.m. - Morning meeting with Fulbright/Department of State at Headquarters

At the end of each Institute, staff members meet with the participants for a confidential "debriefing" which provides them with the information they need to suggest revisions and improvements to the Institute.  It is also the chance for program officers to let you know what they have available in the way of scholarly and educational resources, and to explain some of the ways the Branch for Study of the United States makes resources available on a global basis.

Afternoon:  

Set aside for final sightseeing and preparation for return to home countries

Evening: 

· Final Farewell Banquet
Saturday, July 30

Departure of participants from DC airports for home countries. All participant departures from hotel are arranged via shuttle, taxi pool, etc., and a member of the Institute staff (Neil) remains until all participants have departed on that day.

Farewell!
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�I assume we don’t yet have addresses for Flagstaff or for the Goulding’s confirmation yet from Alicia??





