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University of Illinois at Chicago

And

Ajou University

http://www.ajou.ac.kr/~internat

Program Location

“Korea, ‘Land of the Morning Calm,’ is a land of opposites existing in conjunction with each other. It combines ancient Oriental tradition with modern technology. In downtown Seoul, one can find traces of its 5,000 year history in its palaces, city gates, and temples, yet the country is also a rapidly developing nation in terms of industry, trade, and commerce.” From www.lifeinkorea.com/Information/general.cfm
Korean culture is strongly influenced by Chinese culture, but Koreans have retained their own unique lifestyle.  As Korean society becomes modernized and westernized, the contemporary Korean culture is strongly influence by western countries, but it still retains very conservative and Confucianism-oriented lifestyle.  Downtown Seoul is the center of government, with ministries, government offices, and major companies.  Korea has four distinct seasons.  It is usually hot and humid during the summer and dry and cold during winter.  

The city of Suwon, population 900,000, is an old capital city with a long history.  It is surrounded by the picturesque Suwon Hwasong Fortress, where ancestors used to chant the beauty of the 8 Great Scenes of Suwon. Many cultural assets are scattered around the city, keeping the international visitor intrigued.  Government and public offices lie in Suwon, including Kyonggi-do Provincial Headquarters and many high-tech industrial facilities like Samsung Electronics and Sunkyong Company.

UIC Exchange Partner

Ajou University is well recognized as a model educational institution of higher learning in Korea. Since its inception in 1973, it has been a young pioneer steadfastly striving to innovate and modernize itself in step with the changing educational environments. For the last four years, in particular, Ajou University has been at the forefront of educational reforms, which have generated national attention and support of academicians kindling new enthusiasm of educational reforms in other universities. 

The reforms, which Ajou University instituted, have reassured its status as one of the most superb universities in the nation. In the series of national university evaluations and surveys conducted by both public and private organizations, Ajou University has consistently stood out among the best universities in Korea. Since 1995, Joong-Ang Newspaper, a major national newspaper in Korea, has conducted one of the largest surveys of the nation's universities and found Ajou University ranked overall among the top 10 in four consecutive years. 

Academic Program

Ajou University provides a six-week international summer school in various courses, offering an excellent opportunity for foreign students to study and explore Korea and its culture. Students enrolled in the international summer session will experience fun activities such as an end of session party and field trips to Korean historical places. 
Office of International Affairs arranges special activities and field trips for students. Students may have a chance to visit the Folk village, famous mountains in various parts of Korea, Korean historical places, and major industrial sites.

Courses (taught in English)

1. Korean Language:  Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced

2. Korean Culture Practice

3. Korean Society & Culture

4. Korean History 

5. Korean Politics & Economy 

6. Introduction to East Asia

7. Chinese Studies (Politics, Society and Culture) 

8. Japanese Studies (Politics, Society and Culture)

Accommodation

Ajou University boasts of the excellent housing on campus, featuring both suites and an apartment style complex, which can accommodate over 30% of its students, one of the largest complexes in the nation. Each room in student housing is equipped with internet access, enabling students to connect Ajou University's on-line registration system and the school library. The estimated cost of university housing is $360. The University Dining Service provides students with a meal plan at a very low cost. For those not selecting a meal plan, several cafeterias and kitchen facilities are available on campus. The kitchens are located on each floor of dormitory.   Meals are estimated to cost $315.   

Program Duration

The program runs from late June to early August.

Program Eligibility

Junior, senior, or graduate standing, cumulative GPA of at least 2.8 / 4.0.  Transfer students must complete one semester at UIC before applying.  

Application Procedures

The deadline for application submission is March 1st.  Please contact the Office of International Affairs for more information.

Program Costs 

Students pay UIC tuition and fees and do not pay tuition at Ajou.   Additional costs include housing ($360) meals ($215), and insurance ($75).  Additional expenses:  passport, student visa, airfare, and personal expenses.  For more information contact the Office of International Affairs.

Office of International Affairs
509 University Hall, M/C 590

601 S. Morgan Street

Chicago, IL 60607

(312) 996-5455

oia@uic.edu
http://www.uic.edu/depts/oia
