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Laura Elizabeth Ingalls was born on February 7, 1867, in a little log house in the Big Woods of Wisconsin. Reflecting the pioneer spirit of the era, Laura's family moved several times throughout her childhood, living for periods in Kansas, Minnesota, Iowa, and South Dakota. Life on the frontier was difficult, and Laura's family experienced many hardships that threatened their survival. The lessons of life on the prairie in America's heartland made a lasting impression on Laura. 
Laura's love for learning sparked her interest in teaching. At age 15 while living in De Smet, South Dakota, Laura earned her teaching certificate and began her first teaching job. During this time, she met and married Almanzo Wilder. 

Laura's daughter, Rose, grew up listening to her mother's stories of those pioneer days. She urged her mother to write them down so that other children could enjoy them, as well. So in the 1930s and 40s, Laura recorded her memories of those days of long ago in a children's series known as the "Little House"® books. She had her first book published when she was 65 years old.  Her books became a huge success and children everywhere wanted to read more stories about the Ingalls, so Laura continued to write books about her family and finished her 18-volume series in 1943. 

Laura died on February 10, 1957 three days after her 90th birthday, at her home in the Ozarks of Missouri.   But she and her family will live on forever in the hearts of her readers, as her desire to share her family's history painted a picture of life on the frontier for generations of children.
