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Capone kept an office one block from the mayor's office, and he and his men were 

known to walk around City Hill, asking for favors. 

Business expense? 

Some Illinois business owners accept bribes as a typical business expense. 

In the 1970S, the owner of the Arlington Park and Washington Park racetracks 

wrote off bribes to former Gov. Otto Kerner on her taxes, thinking they were a 

legitimate business expense. Her tax statement prompted an investigation into Kerner, 

who in 1973 was found guilty of accepting the bribes to build expressway exit ramps 

near the tracks. 

Two other Illinois governors have been found guilty of political corruption as well. 

Dan Walker, who was governor in the 1970S, received fraudulent loans for his 

business and his yacht, the Governor's Lady. 

George Ryan, who held the governor's office from 1999 until 2003, is more than a 

year into a 6 1/2-year prison term after being found guilty of accepting bribes for 

trucking licenses as secretary of state, squashing an investigation and directing state 

contracts as governor. 

He admitted to and apologized for his crimes for the first time this month as he 

appeals to President Bush for a last-minute commutation. 

Ryan is at the Federal Correctional Institution in Terre Haute, Ind., after spending a 

year at a minimum-security prison in Oxford, Wis. - a popular destination for convicted 

Illinois pols. 

So many public officials end up there that, upon seeing each other inside, they call 

out "Quorum call!" said author James 1. Merriner in his book "Grafters and Goo Goos: 

Corruption and Reform in Chicago 1833-2003." 

Former Rep. Dan Rostenkowski has referred to his time there - before a pardon 

from former President Bill Clinton - as his "Oxford education." Mr. Rostenkowski 

pleaded guilty to two charges of mail fraud for charges such as paying employees to do 

personal services and billing taxpayers for personal gifts. 

Politicians, analysts and voters say political patronage has fueled this city's and 

state's temptation to the unseemly, one they say isn't going to wane until voters get fed 

up and elect true reformers. 

"We have this situation because we have machine politics in both the city and the 

state - and it's both Democrats and Republicans," Mr. Simpson said. 

Machine politics 

Analysts say machine politics - in which financial contributions and party loyalty 

are rewarded with jobs and contracts - was cultivated and perfected by former Chicago 

Mayor Richard J. Daley, the current mayor's father. 

He was never charged with any kind of corruption, but many of his employees were. 

Voter groups are pushing for more stringent campaign contribution laws. Under the 
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current system, any person, corporation or group can donate any amount of money to 

any candidate. The groups say limits would stem bribes and promises of goods or jobs 

in exchange for contributions. There are restrictions in most states and at the federal 

level. 

The first limit on campaign contributions, which would curtail contributions from 

companies with state contracts, is scheduled to go into effect in January. The law's 

enactment was part of what began Mr. Blagojevich's fundraising flurry and prompted 

an investigation. 

However, others argue that public officials or citizens who want to influence the 

other will find a way around such legislation. 

State Rep. Jim Durkin, a Republican who represents a district in the western 

suburbs of Chicago and is the minority leader of the General Assembly's impeachment 

committee, points to convicted Washington superlobbyist Jack Abramoff, who bribed 

lawmakers despite federal restrictions. 

"We can make all the changes in the law that we want, but it's not going to change 

attitudes," Mr. Durkin said. "We can't legislate morals." 

Mr. Durkin, who ran unsuccessfully against Sen. Richard J. Durbin in the Illinois 

Democrat's 2002 re-election campaign, said he hopes that if anything, the latest 

scandal will entice voters to "get a better idea of the individuals they are voting for." 

Some Republicans were quick to label Mr. Blagojevich's troubles as typical Illinois 

politics. He is accused of trying to "sell" the open Senate seat, attempting to bribe the 

Chicago Tribune to get rid of editorial writers he didn't like and withholding state 

funding in exchange for campaign contributions. 

"This wasn't a secret," one Illinois Republican operative said of Mr. Blagojevich. 

"No one in the Democratic Party stood up and said, 'You have a serious problem with 

the feds; you need to step aside.' No one ran against him in the [2006] primary." 

Mr. Blagojevich easily beat the one Democratic Chicago alderman who ran against 

him in the primary. 

The Republican National Committee issued video ads highlighting links between 

Mr. Obama and the antics of his home state's politicians, but conventional wisdom says 

Mr. Obama and Mr. Blagojevich aren't close. 

The Obama campaign committee donated just $1,000 to Mr. Blagojevich's 

campaign fund in October 2002, a small amount in Illinois politics. 

Chicago newspapers reported that Mr. Obama's chief of staff is on wiretapped 

conversations speaking with Mr. Blagojevich's team, pushing for Obama associate 

Valerie Jarrett to get the open seat. Mr. Blagojevich, in clear and vulgar terms, says the 

Obama team isn't prepared to "pay to play" for the seat, according to the criminal 

complaint. 

Others say linking Mr. Blagojevich and Mr. Obama isn't fair. 
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Former Rep. Cardiss Collins, a Chicago native who represented Illinois' 7th 

Congressional District from 1973 to 1997, said she was "embarrassed" when she heard 

the latest corruption story, but the bad apples in the bunch don't taint all Illinois 

politicians, particularly not the president-elect. 

"It's a sad commentary on the governor," she said. "To splash it on the 

president-elect is wrong." 
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New calendar won't solve economic woes 

December 31, 2008 12:35 am 

By GREG BURNSChicago Tribune 

CHICAGO-­

The job. The house. The investments. 

The foundations of America's financial well-being gave way in 2008, and they may have even further to fall in 
2009. The promise of an eventual economic recovery keeps receding deeper into the coming year as the bad 
news mounts relentlessly. 

Don't expect much good to come in 2009, warned Marvin Zonis, a political economist at the University of 
Chicago Booth School of Business. "The only thing going up besides unemployment will be the sale of 
anti-anxiety and anti-depressant medication." 

With everything Americans counted on for their financial security under pressure, major life decisions will be 
put on hold, Zonis predicted. That means retirements will be postponed, career moves derailed, families not 
started and medical advice ignored. 

'end of the dream' 

Wages for men in their 30s stand well below comparable levels in the 1970s, marking "the end of the American 
dream," Zonis said. 

Expecting each successive generation to fare better than the last will be too much to hope for in 2009. Instead, 
Americans will be longing for an end to the corporate failures and market shocks that made 2008 a year of 
historic commercial devastation. 

Stability will be elusive, however. "We've been lulled into thinking major recessions don't happen," said Robert 
Chirinko, finance professor at the yniversity of Illinois at Chicago. "If anyone is still thinking this is a mild 
recession, they're going to be sadly mistaken. " 

Optimism may be in short supply as 2009 dawns, but realism is in. 

As family owned Showalter Roofing enters its 30th year, President Dale Showalter is expanding, fitting out a 
new sheet-metal shop and adding a crew for it despite the housing bust. "We've been hiring instead oflaying 
off," he said. 

'got to have a roof 
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The Naperville, Il1.-based roofer launched his expansion this fall with eyes wide open, figuring opportunity 
comes in the midst of adversity. "You've got to have a roof," the 58-year-old said. 

He vows to "take whatever steps we need to help make it through the hard economic times," he said. "But we 
will also look at more opportunities that are out there for us to capitalize on. " 

Showalter is up against a devastated housing market--bad mortgage loans the catalyst for this year's blowout in 
the financial-services industry. 

Home prices have fallen nationwide for the first time since the Great Depression--by about 10 percent as of 
early December, said Erik Hurst, also a Chicago Booth professor. 

The bad news: Housing prices will fall another 15 percent to 20 percent in the next couple of years, he predicts. 
"We've got a long way to go." 

His study of market data stretching back decades, gives him 100 percent confidence in his prediction, he said. 
"A big increase in price movements is followed by big declines. Take it to the bank." 

Falling home prices inevitably discourage consumer spending and reduce the incentive to build new homes, but 
the biggest impact will be felt by lenders, whose balance sheets will suffer, Hurst said. That will result in "less 
lending to solid applicants" and, consequently, he said, "a drag on the U. S. economy." 

That in turn worsens unemployment, and in keeping with the bleak outlook for the year, the job numbers look 
rough. Through the end of 2008, employers will have shed roughly 2.26 million jobs, according to Paul Kasriel, 
chief economist at Northern Trust in Chicago. That's about 188,000 a month. 

Between now and December 2009, losses will average 250,000 a month, with the pace slowing over the year. 

Showalter knows the outlook and he has a Plan B if all else fails: His office staff will leave their desk jobs to join 
his roofing crews. He's hoping it won't come to that, but he knows he's not in this all by himself. The whole 
world is in it too. 

As Showalter put it: "We've never heard the words 'global economy' so much." 

Copyright 2009 The Free Lance-Star Publishing Company. 
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EQUAL TIME 

Duncan wrong education choice 
By KEVIN KUMASHIRO 

Tuesday, December 23,2008 

Hailed by some as a pioneer in education reform, Arne Duncan was recently selected by President-elect Obama 
to be our next secretary of education. However, his track record as the CEO of Chicago Public Schools for the 
past seven years shows that Duncan is the wrong choice for America's schools. 

Behind the rhetoric of "reform" is the reality of Duncan's accomplishments, particularly the problems behind his 
signature initiative, Renaissance 2010. Launched in 2004, Renaissance 2010 aims to open 100 new smaller 
schools (and close about 60 "failing" schools) by the year 2010. To date, 75 new schools have opened. 

However, many of them are charter schools that serve fewer low-income, limited-English proficient and disabled 
students than regular public schools. More than a third of them are in communities that are not high-needs areas. 
During Duncan's tenure, district-wide high school test scores have not risen, and most of the lowest-performing 
high schools saw scores drop. 

This should not be surprising. Central to that strategy was the creation of 100 new charter schools, managed by 
for-profit businesses and freed of local school councils and teacher unions, groups that historically have put the 
welfare of poor and minority students before that of the business sector. 

Duncan's reforms are steeped in a free-market model of school reform, particularly the notion that school choice 
and charter and specialty schools will motivate educators to work harder to do better as will penalties for not 
meeting standards. But research does not support such initiatives. There is evidence that encouraging choice and 
competition will not raise districtwide achievement, and charter schools in particular are not outperforming 
regular schools. There is evidence that choice programs actually exacerbate racial segregation. And there is 
evidence that high-stakes testing increases the drop-out rate. 

Duncan's track record is clear. Less parental and community involvement in school governance. Less support for 
teacher unions. Less breadth and depth in what and how students learn as schools place more emphasis on 
narrow high-stakes testing. More penalties for schools but without adequate resources for those in high-poverty 
areas. Duncan's accomplishments are not a model. 
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America's schools are in dire need of reform, and in 2009, we have the opportunity to overhaul the failed 
policies of No Child Left Behind. The research is compelling: students need to learn more, not less. Parents need 
to be involved more, not less. Teachers need to be trained more. Schools need to be resourced more. We need 
new ways to fund schools, to integrate schools, to evaluate learning and to envision what we want schools to 
accomplish. 

Education should strive to prepare every child to flourish in life. We need a different leader, one with a rich 
knowledge of research, with a commitment to educating our diverse children and with a vision to make that 
happen. 

• Kevin Kumashiro is associate professor and chair of educational policy studies at the Yn~~~.!:~ity ofIl1inoj.§.~ 

G-l:!.icago and the author of "The Seduction of Common Sense: How the Right has Framed the Debate on 
America's Schools." 
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Dr. Lloyd M. Nyhus, 1923-2008: Longtinle head of surgery department at 
VIC 

Helped build VIC's medical reputation 

By Trevor Jensen 

Tribune reporter 

January 1, 2009 

Dr. Lloyd M. Nyhus built the surgery department ofthe l[niversity of 
Illinois at Chicago's medical school from a solo operation to one that 
that employed 52 professors and, during his 20 years in charge, trained 
more than 300 doctors. 

A widely published expert on esophageal and gastric diseases, Dr. 
Nyhus, 85, died of natural causes Monday, Dec. 15, in a Glenview 
nursing home, according to the university. 

Dr. Nyhus was the second full-time academic surgeon at what was then 
University of Illinois Chicago Circle when he came to the school in 
1967. He took over the department from Dr. Warren Cole, who was 
retiring after 30 years at the school. 

Dr. Nyhus assembled a top-flight faculty while cementing his reputation 
as an exacting teacher and a boundary-pushing surgeon in the fields of hernia repair and the treatment of gastric 
disease. 

In 1968, he established a transplant surgery unit at the Chicago school, making it the first large medical institution in 
the area to commit to human heart transplants. He also developed an im10vative multidisciplinary residency program, 
said Dr. Donald Wood, an associate professor of surgical oncology at UIC who studied under Dr. Nyhus in the early 
1970s. 

He wrote or co-wrote more than 100 books, including the first three editions of "Mastery of Surgery," and lectured 
globally. 

Dr. Nyhus made sure his students would "put that suture within a millimeter of where [he] told them to," Wood said. 

Wood recalled working as a resident in Africa, and hearing Dr. Nyhus' commanding voice in his head at night after a 
long day of work: "No, put it there." 

"It's as you would learn to playa piano from a master musician. It's a technique," he said. 

Residents would meet with Dr. Nyhus at 6:30 a.m., having already made their rounds, to go over the status of patients. 

"He'd know every patient on that service, and if you'd missed something, he'd call you on it," Wood said. 



Dr. Nyhus grew up in Washington state and received a medical degree from the Medical College of Alabama in 1947, 
according to UIC. He completed his residency in Seattle and served in the Naval Reserve Medical Corps. 

Before coming to Chicago, he was on the faculty at the University of Washington for 13 years. 

UIC's medical school established an endowed chair in Dr. Nyhus' name in 2007. 

Dr. Nyhus' wife, Margaret, died in 2006. 

Survivors include a son, Leif; a daughter, Sheila Massey; and two grandchildren. 

A service is being planned. 

l1i~Il~n@tribune.cQm 
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Dr. Oliver Atkin 1925-2008: Mathematician and VIC professor 

He taught at UIC and played for churches 

By Patricia Trebe 

Special to the Tribune 

December 31, 2008 

Dr. Oliver Atkin, a Cambridge-educated mathematician and professor 
emeritus at the llniversity of Illinois at ~~cag2, was equally at home 
sitting at a computer to solve math problems as he was behind a church 
organ. 

"He was a genius at using the computer in the theory of numbers," said 
Bruce Berndt, professor of mathematics at the 1Jniversity of Illinois at 
,Urbana-Chmppai,lli,1: "There isn't anyone better at using the computer 
finding examples for the partition function." 

Dr. Atkin also played organ for Grace Episcopal Church in Oak Park, St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church in Riverside and was past music director at 
Broadway United Methodist Church in Chicago. 

"Music and math went hand in hand for him," said his daughter, 
Hem-ietta. 

Dr. Atkin, 83 of Oak Park, died Sunday, Dec. 28, in Loyola University Medical Center in Maywood of complications 
from a fall in his home on Dec. 23. 

"He was one of the first mathematicians [who] started using computers to do research in pure math," said Winnie Li, a 
colleague. "He had many interesting conjunctures." 

Dr. Atkin and fellow mathematician Joseph Lehner came up with module form, which was an important development 
in helping Andrew Wiles prove Fermat's Last Theorem, Li said. 

"What Atkin and Lehner did was the foundation. They came up with the structure so it was important later to prove 
theory that was open for more than 300 years," Li said. 

Born in Liverpool, England, Dr. Atkin at age 11 won a scholarship to Winchester College, said his son, William. He 
went to the University of Cambridge, where he was a major scholar in 1942. 

In 1944, he signed up for national service in Britain but was told his math expertise was needed more at government 
communication headquarters, where he was among 5,000 mathematicians and linguists that broke 4,000 Nazi codes a 
day, his son said. 

After the war, Dr. Atkin served the remainder of his national service time at the National Physics Laboratory doing 
research on wing design for supersonic aircraft. 
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EAST PEORIA - In "Beauty and the Beast Jr.," the message is clear - love is deeper than any surface. 

It seems the perfect subject for the fifth musical production by the Penguin Project, in which the roles are filled by young 

artists with a variety of developmental disabilities. 

On stage they are joined by peer mentors, youngsters without disabilities who volunteer to work with actors side-by-side 

through rehearsals and shows. 

This year's production, which opens Friday, stars Danielle Blase of Peoria in the role of Belle, the Beauty, and Wesley 

Ratliff of North Pekin as the Beast. 

Dr. Andrew Morgan who created the Penguin Project in 2004 with Eastlight Theatre director Kathy Chitwood and directs 

the show, is proud of its success.
 

"Once a year, a magical and touching celebration of the human spirit unfolds at Eastlight Theatre," he says.
 

More than anything, the project helps youngsters to gain confidence on stage and use their natural talents and love of
 

expression.
 

This year's cast of 85 - 46 young actors with disabilities, or "penguins," and 39 mentors - is the biggest in the Penguin
 

Project's history, and they're all on stage in the big production numbers.
 

"The set is much bigger, and the costumes more involved, and everyone has one or two costume changes as a villager or
 

a member of the enchanted household," Morgan says. "The kids just iove them."
 

Not only are the costumes the best Morgan has ever seen, he says, but the Florida company supplying them was so
 

impressed by the project that it drove the costumes to central Illinois to save delivery charges.
 

'Beauty and the 
Beast Jr.' 

• What: Production
 
featuring young people with
 
disabilities presented by the
 
Penguin Project and Eastlight .
 
Theatre. Directed by Dr.
 
Andrew Morgan.
 

• When: 7:30 p.m. Friday
 
and Saturday; 2 p.m. Jan.
 
11. 

• Where: East Peoria 
Community High School. 

" Tickets: $10/adults; 
$5/youth through high 
school. Call 699-7469. 

Cast members have been rehearsing since September, and Morgan says it's all been coming together over the holidays, with three and four hour rehearsals 

nearly every day. 

"There are lots of families involved, new ones as well as those returning. It's a nice mixture of those who've been in the program and those who are brand
 

new," he says. "I've noticed the kids feed off each other," Morgan says.
 
//' 

At least half of the penguins in the project's original show have participated in all five musicals, as have six or seven mentors.
 

Some participants will "graduate" this year, Morgan says, because the age limit is 21 for penguins and 18 for mentors.
 

A developmental pediatrician and chief of the child development section of the !Lniversity of Illinois College of M_~.i!?1~~C?.!'i~Morgan has worked in the
 

diagnosis and treatment of children with disabilities for more than 30 years. 

The Penguin Project actors, ages 8 to 21 , have developmental disabilities that include Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, autism, visual and hearing disabilities,
 

learning disabilities and neurological disorders.
 

But once on stage, none of that matters.
 

Especially not in the giddy world of "Beauty and the Beast," a fantasy with mysterious spells and talking clocks, light fixtures, wardrobes and tableware.
 

The story, familiar from film, Broadway and Disney World, opens with a prince scorning a hag who comes to bring him a rose. She then reveals herself to be
 

beautiful and pays back his scorn by placing his castle under a spell and turning him into a beast.
 

Only love can save them.
 

In addition to Blase and Ratliff, cast members in principal roles include Ryan Shanahan of East Peoria as Gaston; Cris Bennet of Princevlle, Cogsworth;
 

Dustin Porch of East Peoria, Lumiere; Marie Nelson of Peoria, Mrs. Potts; Jake Grys of Pekin, Chip; Krissy Dively of Pekin, Babette; Abby Swanson of East 

Peoria, Madame de la Grande Bouche; Alex Tucker of East Peoria, Maurice; and Nathan Lambert of East Peoria, LeFou.
 

Kathy Morgan is assistant director; Kim Holdham, music director and choreographer; Tracie Carey, production assistant; and sets and lighting are by the
 

Eastlight Theatre production crew.
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