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During the 50th Anniversary celebration of the John Birch Society in October, I gave a summary of
the reporting I've done on the subject of global warming and climate change over the past decade. As
part of that summary, in the Power Point presentation I provided a copy of the graph of "Atmospheric
CO2 at Mauna Loa" provided by the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

The graph, reproduced below, shows what appears to be a startling rise in the amount of CO2 in the
atmosphere.
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In my presentation, I followed up the CO2 graph with a number of temperature records from around
the world showing how temperatures naturally fluctuate and I made the point that it is difficult to tie
the CO2 record to the temperature record since most of the temperature fluctuations were arguably

within the realm of normal and natural variation. This was not meant to be exhaustive or conclusive,
but only to be thought provoking.

I didn't think then to point out that, like JBS, the Mauna Loa CO2 record is also 50 years old. That
fact, however, has been noticed by Professor Roy Spencer who on his blog puts the Mauna Loa
record into much better perspective.

Spencer, for those who don't know, is a climatologist of note and a former NASA scientist. He is also
the author of the excellent recent book "Climate Confusion," that takes an unabashed view of the real
science of climate and makes it accessible for the general reader.

On his global warming blog, Dr. Spencer celebrates the 50th year of Mauna Loa by showing the CO2

concentration in the atmosphere there as a percentage of the total atmosphere. Here is a reproduction
of his graph:
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Hard to see that data in the graph, isn't it? Dr. Spencer explains: "As you can see," he says in his
commentary on the graph, "there has been a rapid... what? You can’t see it?...oh, I’'m sorry. It’s that
flat line at the bottom of the graph."

To make the data actually show up on the graph, Dr. Spencer changed the scale on the graph from 0
to 100 percent of the atmosphere to 0 to 1 percent of the atmosphere so the data stands out:
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Spencer wryly concludes:

"Now can you see it? Good. As I was saying, S50 years of carbon dioxide emissions by humanity has
really caused the CO2 content of the atmosphere to surge upward. It might not look like much, but
trust me, Mr. Gore says."

Arctic Climate Research Center that "global sea ice levels now equal those seen 29 years ago, when
the year 1979 also drew to a close."

Again, there is a graph. And what it really shows is that there is pretty regular variation in ice levels.

As for the recent growth of the polar ice cap, Bill Chapman, a researcher with the UIUC's Arctic
Center, says the winds have been much lighter this year; strong winds can slow ice formation. Also,
there was less snow to insulate new ice, so the ice expanded more rapidly.

Maybe now the polar bear huggers can breath a sigh of relief -- there's plenty of ice for the bears to
walk around on and, hopefully, we won't have to be treated to any more doctored pictures of polar
bears on little floating ice chunks.

QOur valuable member Dennis Behreandt has been with us since Friday, 28 March 2008.
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What’s So Funny About Cancer?

Breast cancer memoirists all seem to agree that laughter is pretty good medicine.
By S.L. Wisenberg

January 8, 2009

Breast cancer rates may be down in the U.S., but the literature of breast cancer
metastasized at a steady pace in 2008, continuing what one scholar has called “a veritable
torrent.” Breast cancer memoirs have become such staples—reliably displayed during
Let’s Wave Pink Ribbons for Breast Cancer month—that it’s hard to remember a time
when women didn’t document their journey from onset through the catalog of treatments
to restored health, stabilization, or imminent death. But it wasn’t always thus.

True, British author Fanny Burney wrote to her family about the agonizing mastectomy
she underwent—without anesthetic—in 1811. And Katharine Lee Bates (whose poem
“America the Beautiful” became the famous hymn) wrote to friends in 1915 about her
partner’s breast cancer and death. But neither of these works was published in the
author’s lifetime. It was only after World War Il that prominent American women went
public with their tumors. Marion Flexner, wife of a well-known doctor, wrote “Cancer—
I’ve Had It” for Ladies’ Home Journal in May 1947, breaking a taboo by refusing to
euphemize her condition—and even inserting a little slapstick with a passage describing
“roving boozies”: prosthetic breasts that escaped the confines of a bra and fell to the
floor.

Humor is a component of most of the more recent breast cancer memoirs I’ve read, too,
and I’ve been thinking about why. Laughter diffuses stressful emotions, of course, and
humor is a near necessity if these books are going to appeal to cancer-free readers. But
it’s mandatory, often, for the health of the memoirist herself: “Cancer humor is like a Zen
laugh,” muses Katherine Russell Rich in her 1999 book The Red Devil: A Memoir About
Beating the Odds. “[I]t’s a way of gathering back forces, a means of breathing in
absurdity, darkness, and pain and blowing them out in one great, joyous guffaw. It is,
finally, a form of power, laced with machismo. Fuck you, death. I laugh at you.”

In the same spirit, Joyce Wadler writes in My Breast (1997) that having a disease with an
uncertain outcome made her “the dream girl of every uncommitted man in New York.”

A number of the memoirs include a final chapter in which the author reflects on the gift
of cancer—how it brought meaning and depth to her life. Fortunately, that view has
spawned a comic backlash. “If'it is a gift,” writes Shelley Lewis in Five Lessons I Didn’t
Learn From Breast Cancer (and One Big One I Did), published in 2008, “don’t come to



my birthday party.” And cartoonist Miriam Engelberg refutes the soul-purifying
attributes of cancer in her “memoir in comics” from 2006, Cancer Made Me a Shallower
Person.

I’ve also noticed that most of these books contain a noncancer story, the purpose of
which may be to establish the writer as a unique person with a unique life—not just, as
Lewis puts it, “a tumor in a skirt.” Betty Rollin’s First, You Cry (1976, updated 2000) is
also about leaving her husband. Geralyn Lucas (Why I Wore Lipstick to My Mastectomy,
2004) wants us to know she was 28, and had been working as assistant story editor at
20/20 for less than a year when she was diagnosed. And in the richly colored graphic
memoir Cancer Vixen: A True Story (2006), Marisa Acocella Marchetto describes her
life as a shoe-loving fashionista, working cartoonist, and fiancee/wife of a chic
restaurateur.

Then there are the women living pleasant-enough lives in the title locale of Kelly
Corrigan’s 2008 The Middle Place, where she was trying to negotiate her roles as mother
and daughter when she found the lump. The author of this fall’s Cancer Is a Bitch: Or, I'd
Rather Be Having a Midlife Crisis, Gail Konop Baker, was trying to keep up her
confidence as a writer, and not lose her identity to marriage and motherhood. Meredith
Norton, the lone African-American among last year’s breast cancer memoirists
(Lopsided: How Having Breast Cancer Can Be Really Distracting), was living a confused
life in Paris with a Frenchman and a toddler, uneasy in the new language and culture and
assiduously not fulfilling her promise. They tell their stories with mild humor and
warmth, forming a lake for the cancer story to swim in.

Enid A. Schwartz, a nurse and breast cancer survivor, wrote her dissertation, “The Use of
Humor in Coping With Breast Cancer,” in 2006 for Walden University (and published it
as Humor in Healthcare: The Laughter Prescription). Most of the uses she lists are
commonsensical: Humor can be an outlet for feelings that are taboo or painful. It’s a way
of getting perspective, an effective defense when “facing difficulty, feeling overwheimed,
out of control.” It can decrease sadness and fear, help you form bonds with others,
decrease tension around you, help you see the ridiculousness of the situation. Laughter
can buffer stress better than crying.

But there are times when a patient needs to be sad, Schwartz says. Rollin writes self-
critically of her frantic chattering after surgery: she referred to herself breezily as a
“titless wonder” and talked about the operation at social events. Then she realized she
was using humor to hide her sadness from herself, to keep from feeling the loss. Norton
calls herself the perfect patient, with her huge veins and easy jokes. She notes that the
hair she’s losing in the shower has formed a pile near the drain “the size of a
Pomeranian.” But then she realizes she’s bald, and that isn’t funny.

Sometimes you can feel the forced humor seeping through the page, covering up true
emotion: Sprightly, stoic, and vain, Lucas describes weighing her options for breast
reconstruction. One method involves taking fat from her buttocks to fill in the breast
shape—but she doesn’t want to “lose a piece of ass.”




There’s absurdity galore, to which humor is the only viable answer. Audre Lorde is told
that she should wear a prosthesis when she comes to the doctor’s office because a half-
flat chest is “bad for morale.”

When I was diagnosed with breast cancer I decided to try not to read anything by people
like Lorde, who’d died of it. But I make an exception for ovarian cancer casualty
Marjorie Gross. I’ve loved her 1996 New Yorker essay “Cancer Becomes Me” ever since
I first came across it, in my pre-cancer days. She wrote for Seinfeld, and her piece
crackles: “So I had a hysterectomy, and they found a tumor that they said was the size of
an orange. (See, for women they use the citrus-fruit comparison; for men it’s sporting
goods: ‘Oh it’s the size of a softball,” or, in England, a cricket ball.)” Among the positive
things about having cancer, she counts no one asking you for help moving.

<a><im g></ a>

Laughter comes from unexpected comparisons. In The Wounded Breast: Intimate
Journeys Through Cancer (2001), Evelyne Accad, a University of Illinois professor,
quotes the gallows humor of Ania Francos, author of the 1983 novel Sauve-toi, Lola. The
narrator has lost her hair to chemo and is looking at herself in the mirror. “I started
having a laughing fit,” she says. “Just then, my sweet mother entered the room, with . . .
my Aunt Rivke. Of course Aunt Rivke [a Holocaust survivor] says: ‘So you’re off to the
gas chambers, are you?’

“And we both were doubled over laughing. My aunt couldn’t stop rocking back and
forth; she was almost crying.

“‘If you could have seen us at Auschwitz, when we were all together, naked, shaven,
tattooed. There were some who started crying, but . . . we began to laugh, and I mean
laugh!””

As George Eisen says in Children and Play in the Holocaust: Games Among the
Shadows: to play in the midst of evil and death is defiance, a “disposition to oppose one’s
annihilation.” It’s an escape of the mind when the body is trapped—whether by soldiers,
walls, and crematoriums, or disease.

S.L. Wisenberg’s own memoir, The Adventures of Cancer Bitch, will be published by
University of lowa Press in March 2009.
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World's smallest fuel cell may pave way for eco-friendly portable gadgets

http:/fwww.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/57693

ANI
London
Thu, 08 Jan 2009:

London, Jan 8 (ANI): Chemical engineers in the US have created the world's smallest working fuel cell, which may lead to the development of
environmentally-friendly portable gadgets in future.

At just 3 millimetres across, future versions of the tiny hydrogen-fuelled power pack will be able to store morenergy than batteries and that too in the
same space.

Still, it's easier to make batteries at the small scale than the pumps and control electronics of a fuel cell.

In fact, small pumps tend to utilise more energy than they generate.

"It's not practical to make a pump, a pressure sensor, and the electronics to control the system in such a smail volume. Even if they are magically
made at that scale, their power consumption would probably exceed the power generated," New Scientist quoted Saeed Moghaddam at the
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign as saying.

Thus, the researchers have now come up with a design for a tiny fuel cell that generates power without consuming it.

The new device is made up of just four components.

While a thin membrane separates a water reservoir above from a chamber containing metal hydride below, an assembly of electrodes lies beneath
the metal hydride chamber.

The membrane has tiny holes that allow the water molecules to reach the adjacent chamber as vapour, which after reaching there reacts with the
metal hydride to form hydrogen.

The hydrogen fills the chamber, pushing the membrane upwards and blocking the flow of water.

However, the hydrogen is gradually depleted by reacting at the electrodes beneath the chamber to create a flow of electricity.

As soon as the hydrogen pressure drops, it makes space for more water to enter and continue the reaction.

As the device is just 3 mm by 3 mm by 1 mm, it is the surface tension instead of gravity that controls the flow of water through the system.

Thus, the cell operates even if moved and rotated, making it ideal to power a pocket gadget.
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UI's new public-safety director diving in to job head-first

By Steve Bauer

Thursday January 8, 2009

URBANA - Barbara O'Connor is busy getting acquainted with and
organized at her new job as director of public safety at the University
of Illinois.

"I spent a lot of time talking to folks," she said of her first day on the
job, Monday.

O'Connor, 47, likes learning new things, talking to people and
collaborating to solve problems.

O'Connor had been top cop at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst
since 2001, Empty boxes that had been unpacked were still stacked at
the door to her office at the Ul Police Department, but she was already
aware that "Unofficial St. Patrick's Day" is looming.

That is an annual event in which some campus-area bars promote
drinking before students leave town for spring break. In recent years,
there were increased problems with students not only skipping classes,
but also disrupting them and damaging property. More students from
other campuses were also drawn to the event.

Last year, Chancellor Richard Herman and mayors Jerry Schweighart of
Champaign and Laurel Prussing of Urbana sent a joint letter to parents
of UI students asking them to talk to their sons or daughters about
"Unofficial" and whether it is "in the best interest” of the university or
themselves. Herman also urged city councils to take stronger action to
prevent problems. Heather Coit

O'Connor wants to know what campus and city officials have been Barbara O'Conner, the new director of public safety at the University

doing about the issue. She feels that the "town-and-gown"
relationships are important, noting that the university where she
worked, and the towns of Amherst and Hadley, had uniform laws and
ordinances on such things as open alcohol and noise restrictions.

of Illinois and chief of the UI Police Department, pores over papers
before filing them Tuesday as she settles in to her office in Urbana.

"We are not an isiand," O'Connor said. "We are part of the community."
One issue facing all campuses is dealing with the potential for a shooting attack on a campus, she said.
"There will be another university shooting," O'Connor said.

Communications help in such situations, but that is a two-way responsibility, O'Connor said. Not only do security officials need to warn
students and staff about dangerous situations, but those students and staff also need to warn security personnel if they see or hear
something unusual.

"If it doesn't seem right, call police," O'Connor said. "We have to look at new trends and what's happening. Our work is never done."

At UMass-Ambherst, a centralized campus video security system has helped police in many ways, O'Connor said. At one time, the college
had a serious problem with robberies — "generally drug rip-offs,” she said.

UMass-Amherst has more than 500 cameras around campus and can send out images of suspects, advise that a crime has been reported
and ask for help in identifying the person, she said.

O'Connor earned a law degree in 2005 and was elected in 2007 to the Hadley, Mass., board of selectmen. She resigned that post in
November.
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Her husband, Robert, is staying in Massachusetts until his expected retirement in a year. Her two sons, Joseph and Kevin, are both
attending college.

Find this article at:
http://www.news-gazette.com/news/2009/01/08/uis_new_public-safety_director_diving_in_to_job_head-first
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Mary Ann Anichini Named Senior Director of Education
and Training for My InnerView

Health & Medicine Press release from: My InnerView (openPR) - WAUSAU, Wis,,
Jan. 6, 2009 — My InnerView, the nation’s leading provider of organizational
performance improvement tools and services to senior care leaders, is pleased to
announce that Mary Ann Anichini has joined the company as senior director of education
and training, responsible for the development of the company’s quality improvement
educational resources.

Anichini comes to My InnerView after serving as corporate director of nursing education
at Presbyterian Homes in Chicago. She was responsible for developing quality
improvement and culture change initiatives for the corporation. In addition, Anichini has
been involved in the design and development of educational modules for senior care
caregivers with Methodist Homes and Services, the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago,
the University of Illinois School of Social Work and the National Alzheimer’s
Association.

“Mary Ann is a well-known, experienced and respected member of the senior care
community. She brings a strong passion for impacting the quality of care and service
senior care organizations provide,” said Neil Gulsvig, chief executive officer, My
InnerView. “Her in-depth experience developing quality improvement programs will
allow My InnerView customers to have a greater impact on the quality of care and
service delivered within the senior care profession.”

2713.

About My InnerView: My InnerView provides senior care leaders with progressive
thought leadership, groundbreaking professional research and initiatives, unparalleled
experience and OPIS—the one whole solution for organizational performance
improvement. Additionally,

My InnerView maintains the profession’s largest private database of employee and
customer satisfaction metrics.

My InnerView

500 Third Street

Wausau, WI 54403

Media contact: Elizabeth Knight
P: 715-848-2713



