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PV man honoured in Minnesota,USA 
- Monday 12 January 2009. 
According to a report by Mary Turck of the TC Daily Planet newspaper, Issa 
Mansaray(photo), the Patriotic Vanguard's Minnesota correspondent is among journalists 
that received awards recently. Issa was at one time a reporter at For Di People newspaper 
in Freetown before relocating, first to Austria, and later the USA where he obtained a 
Masters degree in Journalism at New York's Columbia university. Here is Mary's report: 

The first annual Ethnic and Community Media Awards packed the Black Forest Inn 
banquet room December 5, in an event co-sponsored by New America Media and the 
Twin Cities Media Alliance. Matthew Little, Lauretta Dawolo Towns, Anne Holzman, 
David Zander, and Anna Pratt took top honors. The Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder was 
the leading publication of the evening, with top articles in three categories, but overall the 
entries and winners represented the diversity ofMinnesota media. 

Anthony Advincula (New America Media-San Francisco) and Sarah Bauer (Minnesota 
News Council) presented the awards. Top winners in each category are automatically 
nominated for New America Media's National Ethnic Media awards, which will be 
presented on June 4, 2009, in Atlanta, Georgia. Additional support for the awards was 
provided by Everyday Democracy: Ideas and Tools for Community Change; the 
University ofMinnesota Press; and Brant Houston, Knight Chair in Investigative & 
Enterprise Reporting, Qniversity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. view counter 

Matthew Little won first prize in the Editorial/Commentary division for his Minnesota 
Spokesman-Recorder weekly column, Little by Little, which focuses on civil rights issues 
locally and nationally. Matthew Little, now 87 years of age, is an infantry combat veteran 
ofWWII, and has 40 years of civil rights leadership, during which he edited an in-house 
monthly publication called "NAACP Today" while president of that organization. He has 
been a "stringer" for the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder since 1965, and has contributed 
a weekly column since 1974. 

Second place in the Editorial/Commentary division went to Ron Edwards, also writing 
for the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder, for columns addressing challenges Black police 
officers face, fighting for equality in the Minneapolis Police Department. Barb Kucera of 
Workday Minnesota won third place for Why we take a stand on anti-immigration 
language, which explains the publication's use of terms like "undocumented immigrant," 
or "undocumented worker" instead of the term "illegal," saying that the latter promotes 
divisiveness and bigotry. The Bridge won an honorable mention for "In our own words," 
a regular column that features personal essays and reflections from people in the 
neighborhoods they serve. 



The Community Service division honored coverage of a particular issue that has had a 
significant impact on the well-being of a community, covering issues of public health and 
safety, social justice, human rights, civil liberties or criminal justice. Lauretta Dawolo 
Towns won first place in the Community service division for her three-part series, 
published in the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder, which covered the Service Employees 
International Union strike in Minneapolis at critical junctures during and after the strike. 
Towns, a native of the Lower Ninth Ward in New Orleans, LA, formerly the news 
director at KFAI, is now a "full-time mom" who also contributes to the Minnesota 
Spokesman-Recorder and the TC Daily Planet. 

Second place went to Natalie Zett's article in the Park Bugle for Catholic Charities opens 
new facility" which profiled the impact of the Charities' new facility opened in 2007 in 
south St. Anthony Park that houses chronic substance abusers and the homeless. Third 
place went to Martha Vickery and the Korean Quarterly for Teens take a stand against 
human trafficking, which profiles a Woodbury High School project, "End Slavery Now." 
Anna Pratt, writing in The Bridge, won honorable mention for Framework for the future, 
or failure?, which covered differing opinions on Minneapolis' plan for sustained 
neighborhood funding as the 20-year Neighborhood Revitalization Program ends in 2009. 

Anne Holzman, writing in the Korean Quarterly won first place in the Arts and Culture 
division for her feature, "Standing at the edge of Asian American theater." Holzman 
explores the development of Asian American theater, profiling playwright David Henry 
Hwang, best known for his award-winning play "M. Butterfly." Holzman is a Twin 
Cities-based freelance journalist. 

Second place in the Arts and Culture division went to Anne Otieno, writing in Mshale, 
for Runway Mrica, which looked at the annual international fashion show, "Runway 
Mrica" featuring Mrican fashion, music and art '" a "display of Africa's talents, skills, 
abilities and culture." Third place went to Wameng Moua and Louisa Schein, writing in 
Hmong Today. Their two-part series profiles the search for Hmong actors in the 
upcoming Clint Eastwood film "Gran Torino" - including a look at the five young 
Hmong men cast into the production. 

The Global/Local Connection division honored an article or series of articles that best 
illustrates the interconnections between global and local: the impact that Minnesotans are 
having on the global stage, and/or the impact that globalization is having and global 
forces are having on local communities. 

David Zander, writing in Asian Pages, won first place for The Other Face ofBhutan: A 
Report on the Latest Refugee Arrivals in the U.S., which outlined a talk by Bhutanese 
refugee Mangala Sharma who gave a firsthand account of life in refugee camps, 
oppression of ethnic minorities in Bhutan, and tips to help Bhutanese families resettle. 
Zander is an anthropologist at the State Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans and a 
frequent contributor to Asian Pages. 



Issa Mansaray, writing in the Mrican News Journal, won second place for Minnesota's 
Lonely Elders, which profiles the aging immigrant populations facing isolation, 
loneliness, boredom and challenges finding adequate healthcare, transportation and other 
resources. Martha Vickery, writing in the Korean Quarterly, won third place for "Korean 
studies from the ground up," which profiles University of Minnesota Korean language 
professor Hangtae Cho, and the development of the school's Korean Studies program. 
Honorable Mention went to Lisa Steinmann of the Park Bugle for her "Volunteering 
Matters" column. 

The In-Depth division selected in-depth or investigative stories or series that identify and 
explore important issues largely ignored by the mainstream news media. 

First place went to Anna Pratt, writing in the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder, for a two­
part series looking at diversity in workforce of the state's courts. Anna Pratt is a Twin 
Cities-based freelance journalist who writes for a variety of local publications covering 
social issues, including race and class, civil and human rights and immigration. 

Second place went to Jeremy Stratton and Liz Riggs of for their ongoing coverage of the 
Seward Neighborhood Group's financial problems, from October 2007 through July 
2008. Third place went to Wameng Moua, writing in Hmong Today, for Are Hmong 
Schools Making the Grade?, which takes an in-depth look at Hmong-focused charter 
schools in the Twin Cities. 
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ARCHITECT James Warfield has traveled the world in an effort to learn and understand
 
more about its people. His latest photography exhibit in Shanghai celebrates what he refers
 
to as "critical travel." !'Janey Zhang reports.
 

After a lifetime of research, famed 20th Century anthropologist Clyde Kluckhohn concluded,
 
"Every man is like all other men, like some other men, like no other man."
 

Coined originally to describe indiViduals, it is equally apt for cultures ?? a shared identity
 
one step up from individuals. While the march of globalization has breached all cultures,
 
showing that people have similar dreams and goals O??? cultural differences still exist and
 
they matter.
 

This is the central tenet of "Roads Less Traveled," James Warfield's latest photography 
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exhibition and book. Distilled from more than 300,000 photographs taken over 45 years,
 
the book depicts the lives, habitats, and faces of people from far flung corners of the Earth.
 

From Guatemala to Greece, from Panama to Papua New Guinea, from China to North 
America, cultures are presented "like poetry, without hierarchy, without priority, without 
even beginning or end," says Warfield. 

Through tomorrow, visitors can view a selection of images from the book at a free
 
exhibition at 258.
 

Warfield is an architect rather than a photographer ?? he is currently professor emeritus at
 
the .1J!:llY..~~!y of III~~~~~~: He bought his first camera in 1963 at just 20 years old and early
 
photographs started as research into his specialization, "vernacular architecture" ?? the
 
homes and buildings of indigenous peoples.
 

As an architect, Warfield's intellect was attracted by how these bUildings solved problems.
 
Striking examples include underground cave houses in the deserts of Xi'an, capital city of
 
China's Shaanxi Province, and the sun-facing housing of the indigenous peoples of America.
 
Both are naturally energy efficient.
 

But as he traveled ?? camera, journal, and sketchbook in hand ?? the way of life and the 
faces of the people left even deeper impressions. Each chapter of the book features more 
pictures of faces than buildings with long excerpts from Warfield's travel journals. Thus the
 
book weaves threads of anthropological narrative.
 

Some of the book's best photographs have come from interacting with the local people. 

"In the remote areas, a Western guy like me with a big beard is an oddity?? sometimes
 
I'm the most fun they've had in years," he chuckles. "I also try to give people a copy of
 
their photo, like this old couple on a small island in the South China Sea. They were 90 plus
 
years old, but had never had a picture of themselves. When people see the photo coming
 
out of the Polaroid camera they're amazed, there's yelling and laughter."
 

Pictures are chosen to depict the quiet beauty and character of everyday life, in contrast to
 
the landmark structures built throughout history to impress or as a sign of power. Warfield
 
likes to talk about what he calls "critical travel." It means not just traveling for pleasure as
 
tourists do, but traveling to study and understand local cultures. It's a value he tries to
 
instill in his students.
 

Having headed the Illinois program at Shanghai's Tongji University for the past 20 years, 
Warfield says it's crucial for students to understand multiculturalism, preferably by visiting
 
places themselves.
 

Over his long career, Warfield has seen young Chinese architects being exposed to more
 
international ideas and come of age in this exciting time. But he has also seen the
 
destruction of the vernacular architecture he has photographed in China and around the
 
world.
 

He says the important thing is to learn from them while they exist. 

"Everything has it's time. l\Jot everything is meant to last forever. If there's no great 
commercial value then buildings get torn down. But we can learn to apply the principles in 
modern life. For example I won an award recently for a new church built for a Quaker 
community in Illinois. It was a completely new building, but it incorporated and respected 
the traditional values. That's part of the reason for this exhibition ?? to teach people 
appreciation, and to celebrate the architecture while it exists." 
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Events set throughout Southern Illinois to honor MLK 

BY LINDA RUSH, The Southern 
Tuesday, January 13,20097:37 AM CST 
Beginning Sunday with a tribute in Carbondale's Civic Center, a series of programs and 
events next week will celebrate the life and contributions ofDr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
the civil rights leader who was assassinated in 1968 but whose legacy endures. 

Some of the programs will include presentation of awards to those whose community 
service exemplifies the spirit of King. And most of the events are asking those who attend 
to contribute non-perishable food items to be donated to area food pantries. 

Sunday's celebration, which will begin at 4 p.m., has a theme of "More Than a Dream 
Now." It will include a special multi-media presentation honoring King and including his 
own words. There also will be a special dance performed by the Susan Barnes dance 
group, and music by a Hispanic choir led by Lucy Perez of St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church, as well as "Dedicated Men ofBethel," a musical group led by the Rev. Rick 
Jackson, and a community choir. The event is in its 10th year. 

"This important celebration continues to expand, and is now recognized as an event 
involving planners and participants from Murphysboro, Carbondale and other 
communities throughout Southern Illinois," said the Rev. William C. Sasso, a member of 
the planning committee. 

Admission to the event is free, but those attending are invited to bring donations of 
canned foods, to be distributed through Good Samaritan Ministries and the Murphysboro 
Food Pantry. 

For the sixth year, the Spirit ofMartin Luther King Jr. Community Service Award will be 
presented. 

On Monday, the national holiday that honors King, special programs are planned in 
Carbondale, Mount Vernon and Marion. 

SIDe breakfast, march 

"Making the Dream a Reality" is the theme of a week of activities on the Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale campus, beginning with a breakfast from 7 to 11 a.m. 



Monday at Grinnell Hall. Tickets are $5 at the door for the 27th annual MLK 
Commemorative Breakfast. A food drive will be held throughout the week at the various 
events, with items to go to local food banks. 

Guest speaker at the breakfast will be Jeanelle Norman, third vice president of the Illinois 
State Conference of NAACP Branches. Her topic will be "How the Founding of the 
NAACP 100 Years Ago Helped to Pave the Way for the Work of the Rev. Dr. Martin L. 
King Jr." 

The breakfast also will feature a quiz segment, particularly involving youth. 

At 11 a.m., a Freedom-For-All March will begin at the Interfaith Center, 913 S. Illinois 
Ave., and end at Carbondale's downtown pavilion. Students, faculty, staff and 
community members are invited to join the march of remembrance that also recognizes 
the ongoing struggle for freedom, justice and human rights throughout the world. 

Marion luncheon 

In Marion, the Boyton Street Community Center, 501 W. Boyton St., will be the site ofa 
King Day Luncheon at 11 a.m. Monday with a theme of "Now Is the Time to Make 
History." Chris Lowery, sruc men's basketball coach, will be the guest speaker. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. In lieu of an admission fee, those attending are asked to 
bring canned goods to be donated to the Marion Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry, center 
director Stephanie Y. Willis said. For more information call the Boyton Street center at 
997-1113. 

Mount Vernon luncheon 

In Mount Vernon, the NAACP chapter will hold its 24th annual celebration of King's 
life. The event, a luncheon, will be held at 11 a.m. Monday at the Holiday Inn, said 
NAACP chapter president James Malone. About 300 people attend the event each year, 
Malone said. 

Tickets for the luncheon are $25; they will be available at the door or by calling Cleo 
Holt, chairman for the event, at 242-0792. 

"Power, Justice, Freedom and the Vote" is the theme for the event, Holt said. Guest 
speaker will be Dr. Jesse Thompson, assistant dean and coordinator of diversity programs 
for the University of Illinois Office of Academic Programs, College of Agriculture, 
Consumer and Environmental Sciences. Thompson received his bachelor's degree with 
high honors from North Carolina Agriculture and Technical State University, and his 
master's and doctoral degrees from the y of! in .urbana-Champaign. 

The program also will include music by community and school groups, Holt said. 



The NAACP chapter will present its Freedom Award to James Malone and Iris Rudd; its 
Unsung Hero Award to Barry Jackson; a Special Recognition Award to Beverly Mays 
and the Equality Business Award to Anthony Patton. 

The chapter also will present four academic awards, to a student from each year's class at 
Mount Vernon Township High School. This year's winners are Darius Box, Adrienne 
Doggan, Chifea Brown and Mariah Fleming. 


