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Urban Renewal Redux in Bronzeville

As the city of Chicago continues its quest to land the 2016 Olympics, many
who’ve worked hard to rejuvenate the Bronzeville community into a hub of
African-American history and commerce now fear the city’s Olympics plans
will push them out. And some say it’s an ugly déja vu.

A half century ago, black doctors and janitors lived among each other in the thriving Douglas
neighborhood, also known as part of the Bronzeville community. Then something happened
that helped contribute to the break up of the South Side enclave.

BLACK: Negro removal,

That’s Chicago historian Timuel Black. “Negro Removal” was the mocking term African
Americans used for urban renewal. Back then the city defined urban renewal as investing
dollars to improve neighborhoods.

Here’s what Timuel Black recalls happening in the 1950s. Part of Douglas got uprooted
because of government intervention. A developer built a new complex called Lake Meadows
in its place. These were high-rise apartments close to the lake. Black says the buildings were
meant for...

BLACK: Trying to attract young, middle-class income whites.

And for awhile it worked until various upheavals in the 1960s caused white flight. Fast
forward to the present. Lake Meadows is now mostly black. The owners of the complex are
saying they'll tear down the units within the next five years. They want condos and other
high-end housing.

Lake Meadows is just south of the soon-to-be-closed Michael Reese Hospital. And the
hospital sits on the land the city wants to develop into an Olympic Village.

The Chicago City Council recently approved an $86 million deal for the city to buy the land.
The plan after the Olympics is to build lakefront housing. But this time around urban

renewal may be along class and racial lines.

BOYD: It is likely this neighborhood will become more and more attractive to African
Americans with greater resources.

Michelle Boyd is a professor at the University of Illinois-Chicago.

BOYD: That the people who live in that neighborhood will be most at risk, most vulnerable,
least likely to be able to enjoy the amenities that do come into the neighborhood, those are
going to be poor, low-income African Americans.
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Already affordable housing in the area is dwindling with condo conversions of old apartment
buildings. And public housing has largely been removed.

BOYD: If we look at the present period to the extent we can see government or city policies
enabling private organizations to buy land at a reduced rate and then to develop thatland in
ways that are amenable to people involved in development and not so much the
neighborhood then we have a repeat of some of the patterns of urban renewal.

The Olympic bonanza could escalate these changes if Chicago emerges as the host city.

But around the corner from Michael Reese Hospital, some Bronzeville residents are taking a
more proactive approach to make sure they aren’t left out,

ambi: elevator

That sound is a rickety elevator—the only one that works—at Bronzeville’s South Commons
apartments on 27th and Indiana. It creeks and shakes like an outdated roller coaster.

Resident Frances Cook has lived here 17 years and says the building maintenance has started
to go down.

COOK: I'm surprised you didn’t see no roaches when you came in; they meet you at the door
like security.

Cook has been organizing tenants with the help of local housing groups to protect the
building. She pays about $1,000 a month for a two-bedroom apartment. Her fears are
intensified by what’s happening to Lake Meadows and the Michael Reese land. She thinks
South Commons is vulnerable.

COOK: They want this building for a greater income, for middle class. They don’t have room,
I don’t believe, for us. I think they're really trying to push us away from this area probably to

the suburbs somewhere.

In the meantime, grassroots groups are working on an ordinance to give to the city council. It
calls for a guarantee of some affordable housing units in the Olympic Village.

Natalie Moore, WBEZ,
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Anthony Spivey

nthony Spivey graduated from Chicago State University in 1980, with a Bachelor’s
Dregree in Bducation. In 1997, he completed his training and received a second Master’s

4 WDegree in Bducation eamning two ceytificates: Type 10 Special Education—Deaf and” .
Hard of Hearing, and the Type 75 —Administration. On March 31, 2004, Mr. bplvey received
an Honorary Doctorate Degree in Dwmny from the Mouunt Canncl Theological Seminary in
Fresno, California. Mr. Spivey kas worked 1o Chicago Public Schools for the. past 29 years and
is the principal of Corliss High School. Mr. Spivey has received several awards and fellow-
sbipsz such as the Oppenheimer Family Foundation Teachér Grant, LAUNCH Feilowship, and
Principal of the Year (1999). He also has current or former menberships in organizations like
the NAACP, Boy Beouts of America and UIC's EdDY in Urban If.duc itional Leadership Program
as a mentor frorm 2004-2006.

¥ ed from the University. of Illinois. Medical School in Chicago, and completed- internship and residency,
trammg at Mercy Hospital in Chicag

surgical management of carotid artery’ dis

vascular disorders and is the only. iologist in-Chicago performing; uterine arfery embolization for utenne
fibroids. Dr.‘ Jones has received:mary ,txons and awaxds as oneof Chlcago 5 “Top Doctors .
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t. Paul A. Jones, MD, FACC and FACP is a Senior Attending Physician at Mercy Hospltal gerving as an -
interventional cardiologist. He is chalx of the Department of Cardiovastular Sérvices. Dr._Jones graduat-

.- Hesthien. completed fellowship. training in genetal and interventional car- e

diovascular medicine at Loyola University gdical Center in Maywobd, ‘Hlinois. Dr. Jones specializes i thenop- -
‘adrtic aneurysm-disease, and complex cardiac.and- perrphera} vass '

cular disease. He was the first erdiologistn Chicago: to: perform: percutaneous,. non-surgical repair of several o ’
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iflrfsem&/i?izd Ivlvlg:ed to thig?)%% in 2003 and opened his Chicago based sculpture studio, 4th An-Nesu
. Ma name artist of the year by Chicago’s Dia 1 Rh :
Organization and also received the 2006 Excelle i ing Achiev o Vit Aot
. . 2 Award For Outstanding Achi in Vi
from the African American Arts Alliance of Chi Vo i 1 et T art trom Tonrars
m the Af icago. Majeed received his Bachel f Fi ] '
University in 2000 where he also received first ize i i o At Moeed oo
) s prize in Sculpture and Experimental Studio Arts. Majeed i
rently pursuing a Master of Fine Arts at the UIC. Maj ived o Livwoln Fell s, the
1 pur ab UIC. Majeed has recetved the Abraham Lincolin Fell i
Diversifying Hlinois Fellowship, the Martin Luther Ki i ; b Toun Mt
1h I ), arti King Scholarship and was nominated for the J i
Foundation Grant and New Insight Exhibition. Majeed is also a sought after speaker and a meml(;::fl 3)\;[ llt&(il;?lg

Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc; Beta C icag cernati i i
Advisory Commide g ; Beta Chapter, Chicago Sculptors International, Chicago Artists Month(CAM)

David D

avid A. Day is the Regional Diector of Credit Promotions for

Macy’s. He previousty served as Director, Communications and

Community Affairs for AT&T
Broadband, now Comeast. David graduat-
ed cum lande with a B:A. in Econormics
and Finance from the University of Illinois
- Chicago. He subsequently earned his
Masters Degree in Business
Administration, Economics and
International Finance from the University
of Mlinois - Chicago. He is currently a
member of the 100 Black Men of Chicago,
Tnc., where he is a member of the Board of
Directors and formerly the Vice President
of Operations. This Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity member also joined the
Ameritech Black Advocacy Panel (ABAP),
National Association for Multi-ethnicity in Communications (NAMIC),
Chairman Technical Advisory Panel ~ Chicago South Side NAACP,
National Black MBA Association, Chicago Urban League, Boys and Girls
Club of Chicago. Recognition includes Who’s Who in Black Chicago.
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University of lllinois at Chicago Technology Aids Obama Inaugural Security
January 14, 2009

Company: University of lllinois-Chicago
Industry: Higher Education, Homeland Security, Geospatial Technology
Location: Chicago, IL, United States of America

With more than a million people predicted to descend on Washington, D.C. next Tuesday to witness
Barack Obama's presidential inauguration, many will stake a viewing spot near public monuments or
along the Mall -- all land supervised by the U.S. Department of the Interior.

While security planning and logistics are daunting, imaging technology developed by University of
Illinois at Chicago's Electronic Visualization Laboratory (EVL) is helping to make the job easier.

Planners are using an EVL "OptIPortal" — a wall-sized display of flat-screen LCD monitors that ultra-
high-resolution images backed by supercomputer power to provide expansive, razor-sharp, eagle's eye
aerial pictures of the inauguration site.

"All streets but one entering the downtown Mall area enter onto land the Department of Interior is
responsible for," said Brian Davis, a contractor to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) who was
instrumental in getting the OptIPortal included in the inaugural planning. "Interior will have a huge
responsibility for monitoring safety, security, traffic and countless other issues."

The USGS — the Interior Department's mapmaking arm — has worked with EVL for the past six years on
geological projects using a portable version of the Opt[Portal, one of 34 such systems currently being
used by scientific groups around the world.

At the request of the Interior Department, it was packed up and shipped from a USGS office in Sioux
Falls, S.D. to Interior's planning center in Northern Virginia for use in training and preparation for the
inauguration.

"We heard about it just before Christmas," says Jason Leigh, associate professor of computer science
and EVL's co-director. "We were really excited to learn that we'd be part of history."

Interior's OptIPortal delivers a 35-megapixel image on a wall display measuring some four by eight feet,
allowing viewing and discussion by a large group of planners.

"This is like a digital version of the high resolution printed maps that they're used to working with, but
now constantly fed with the latest information," says Leigh.

Software called "Magic Carpet", also developed by EVL, enables this feat
"Magic Carpet is essentially Google Maps on steroids," says Leigh. "It's designed to run on a large

cluster of computers that drive the OptIPortals, letting you take this high-resolution, multi-resolution
imagery and pan and zoom through it quickly."




EVL has worked with a number of partner agencies and universities in developing the OptIPortal.
Funding was provided largely by the National Science Foundation.

Leigh says while OptIPortal users are developing new ways to use this sophisticated technology, EVL
researchers are already considering how future high speed networks will change the way we display and
interact with massive feeds of information.

And, says Leigh, tomorrow's displays will be even bigger.

“The walls of our offices, laboratories and homes will be covered by digital wallpaper.”

Paul Francuch (francuch@uic.edu)
Phone: 312-996-3456
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Mundelein - Chicago - By: Ken Chamly ~ R

Mundelein is a relatively new housing settlement, which was incorporated in 1909. It comes under Lake County,
Chicago. Mundelein is an exquisitely beautiful town located on the picturesque banks of Diamond Lake. It is spread
over nine square miles of lush greenery, situated just 36 miles

North of Chicago. Mundelein is just one hour away from O’Hare airport and about 55 minutes from the Midway. It is
very well connected both by bus and by rail with the neighboring suburbs and metros.

Mundelein has a population of approximately 33,000 people; it has an upend economy with a great number of its
residents being employed right in the town. Some of the better-known industries flourishing in the town are Motorola,
Medline Industries, Rexam Medical Packing, to name a few.

The average per income per family is $75,000. The houses are mostly single-family homes, though you can get a good
number of condominiums and

town houses as well. There are a few houses for rent as well, mostly town houses and condominiums. The architecture
is modern and a bit colonial, owing to the fact that it a new settlement — actually it is just completed 10 years from its
incorporation. The average house cost is between $160,000 and $200,000. For rent, you can get a good and
comfortable house within $350 per month.

The community at Mundelein is highly pro-active; it has managed to organize outstanding public services for the town,
which include police and fire departments, sewerage system and many other facilities.

Mundelein has two elementary schools; a number of colleges and a university, St Mary of the Lake in Mundelein and
others in the neighborhood like Northwestern University, Rush University, DePaul

University, and the University of lllinois at Chicago are in very close proximity. For recreation, Mundelein has some of
the best golf courses in the Chicago suburbs, for which it is quite well known. It has more than 20 parks over a large
200 acres expanse of land, which promotes a variety of outdoor games and fun activities.

The Diamond Lake is a big bonus for entertainment with a great variety of water sports and fishing, for Mundelein
town, which gives it a higher rating than its surrounding neighbors do when it comes to real estate deals. Other
entertainment facilities include soccer and baseball fields, two bowling alleys, a public swimming pool and a public
beach. Mundelein combines in an exquisite result the charm of the county suburbs with the scenic beauty of the
Diamond Lake, making it an exceptional choice for real estate.

Mundelein is a relatively new housing settlement, which was incorporated in 1909. It comes under Lake County,
Chicago. Mundelein is an exquisitely beautiful town located on the picturesque banks of Diamond Lake.

Ken Charnley is a personal finance enthusiast with http://www.online-loans-pro.com/ dedicated to quality information
on online loans. For all your online loan needs visit and apply for loans online
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