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“My guess is ten to 15 years,” Simpson said in an phone interview. “You have to look at other
similar cases, and in particular I'm looking at former Governor George Ryan.” Ryan, the Illinois
governor immediately preceding Blagojevich, is serving a six-and-a-half-year sentence after
being convicted on federal corruption charges in 2006, though sentencing guidelines counseled
for more.

“You have to look at-both, and you figure how much worsé one was than the other,” said
Simpson.

Blagojevich engaged with the national media in a way few criminal defendants have. He went on
a lengthy tour of popular television news and talk shows like the Late Show with David
Letterman and the Daily Show and pleaded his innocence. :

[2]

Ex-U.5. Atty. Heaton/law
firm photo

“In a sense, I have seen public officials who go on trial try to influence public perception,” said
ex-U.S. Attorney Heaton, but Blagojevich’s errant behavior was something different. I have not
seen someone go on television talk shows, on reality shows,” the way Blagojevich has. ™It is very
unique to engage the popular media the way he has done.”

Though there is nothing in the federal sentencing guidelines that talks specifically about that sort
of media engagement, says Heaton, it may significantly influence the sentencmg judge’s
perceptions of Blagojevich’s sense of remorse. :

*Throughout, on his television appearances, he showed a failure to accept responsibility for his
actions. He maintained his innocence and seemed to be willing to do anything to continue
maintaining that,” said Heaton. ™I think that will be one factor.”

In his first trial, Blagojevich was convicted on only 1 of 24 counts. The jury deadlocked on the
remaining ones. But in the second trial, the prosecution trounced him, getting convictions on 17
of 20 counts. Technically, he faces up to around 250 years, but the sentencing guidelines call for
far less. He has been free on $450,000 bond, having put up his North side Chicago home and a
D.C. condo as collateral.

T

_Some report that prosecutors will seek a 30 year sentence.

“[James Zagel, the sentencing judge] will be reasonably unhappy about the crime itself-he’s a
former U.S. Attorney, a former state employee,” said Simpson, and he will not take kindly to a
violation of the public trust. Still, most experts don’t predict the higher end of the sentencing.
“You have violent crimes that get less than 30 years,” said Simpson.

A Dissenting Opinion

Unlike many defendants, Rod Blagojevich testified at his own trial the second time around. And
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because the jury, in convicting him, rejected his testimony, he in effect lied under oath. He was
convicted of violating the public trust, a sad theme that has played out in Illinois’ politics for
decades. '

All of these factors were cited by Jami Floyd in predicting a sentence of 20 to 25 years. Floyd is a
long-time legal correspondent for national news outlets. She got her law degree from the Boalt
Hall School of Law at the University of California, Berkeley, and served as a law clerk at the
California Supreme Court and had her own civil and criminal law practice.

“For me, the Madoff case is most instructive,” said Floyd. She had predicted back then that
Madoff would- get a long sentence, even life, while many others were predicting much lower
sentences. Madoff, now 73, didn’t put up much of a legal fight and pleaded guiity in 2009. He
ended up getting a whopping 150 years in prison, which will undoubtedly keep him behind bars
for the rest of his life.

Denny Chin, the federal judge in that case, received a request from Madoff's defense asking for a
25-year sentence, something that could potentially have given Madoff some hope of experiencing
freedom once more before passing. Chin thought about the proposal and, according to an
account in the New York Times, even asked his interns for an opinion. They suggested a 75-year
sentence, less than the maximum but still effectively a life sentence.

“Splitting the baby, to me, was sending the wrong message,” he later_told the New York Times,

(3} explaining his harsh, uncompromising sentence. “Often that's the easy way out, but as we
know from the old parable, that wasn’t the right thing to do.” While none of Madoff’s charges
called for a life sentence, Chin ended up stacking the maximum sentence for each count.

“And he's right,” Floyd said of Chin. *We give judges discretion for a reason. In Blagojevich I
predict a similar result ... Judge Zagel will depart upward from the sentencing guidelines in this
case to give Blagojevich 20-25 years,” she said.

Such a sentence in the context of public corruption would be “dramatic” and “unprecedented,”
Floyd acknowledged, but the leniency shown to Blagojevich’s predecessor, former Governor
Ryan, is a “recommendation for a harsher sentence here,” said Floyd. “I would argue that
Blagojevich needs to be the example.”

“He himself is a former prosecutor; yet he lied on the witness stand and, perhaps most
significantly, learned nothing from the culture of corruption in Iltinois. I expect this prosecution
team to be very agressive at sentencing,” Floyd said. “It will be the Government’s intention to
send a message ... whenever the hearing occurs.”

“Judge Zagel will not choose a number arbitrarily; nor will he compromise with a figure, say,
halfway between zero and 300 years,” Floyd said. "But symbolism will be hugely important,
given the enormity of Blagojevich’s crimes and the history of the state.”

The Sentencing Judge

James Zagel joined the Cook County attorney’s office in 1965 after graduating from the
University of Chicago, according to a profile in the_Chicago Tribune, (4JHe went on to run the
Hlinois attorney general’s criminal division, where he was remembered for his “encyclopedic
memory.”

“He can sit down and write a legal pleading and fill in the citations, including the page numbers,
without bringing out a book,” said Jayne Carr, a former colleague, told the Tribune.

Zagel was appointed to the federal bench in 1987 by Ronald Reagan. In 2008 he was appointed
to a seven-year term on the secretive Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court by Supreme Court
Chief Justice John-Roberts, which he does in addition to his service as a federal judge. The
intelligence court decides whether to issue warrants for electronic eavesdropping on terrorism
suspects. :

But perhaps maost surprising are Zagel’s accomplishments cutside of the courts. Zagel has
appeared in two Hollywood movies-as the grieving son of a murder victim in David Mamet’s
1991 “Homicide,” and, obviously enough, as a Chicago judge in the 1989 film “Music Box.” He has
also written a novel, 2002’s "Money to Burn,” about a federal judge that gets away with a heist

3 of4 9/28/2011 3:45 AM



Tickle The Wire » Blago: Just Another Crooked {il. Pol or Someone to...  hitp://www.ticklethewire.com/2011/09/27/blago-just-another-crooked-i...

at the Federal Reserve Bank in Chicago.

Once again at sentencing, whenever that might be, Judge Zagel will take center stage as a
-central figure in what could easily be a movie — one with a another sad ending for another
ex-lll. governor.

Article printed from Tickle The Wire: http://www.ticklethewire.com
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Obama: I'll Wear 'Class Warrior' Like a Badge of
Honor - Andrew Joseph and Julia Edwards

by Reonald Brownstein

After raking in campaign funds at events in Washington state and California the past two
days, President Obama was in Denver on Tuesday to promote his jobs plan in a state
that he carried in 2008 but looks to be in play come 2012.

While repeating now-familiar talking points about the $447 billion American Jobs Act
during his speech at Abraham Lincoln High School, Obama also targeted his plug to
Coloradans. He told the audience that the bill will save the average working family in
Colorado $1,700 in taxes next year.

“Republicans say they're the party of tax cuts,” he said. “Let them prove it. Tell them to
fight as hard for tax cuts for working Americans as they do for the wealthiest Americans.”

Obama rebuffed Republican accusations that his plans to eliminate tax breaks for the
rich were tantamount to "class warfare."

From National Journai:
PICTURES: The Hecklers of '12 Race

Jeb Bush: Perry's Right on Immigration
D.C.'s GOP Money Men Hedging Their Bets
VIDEQO: "Raise My Taxes"

POLL: Christie's Approval Rising at Home.

"Well you know what? If asking a bitlionaire to pay the same tax rate as a plumber or
teacher makes me a warrior for the working class, I'll wear that charge as a badge of
honor," Obama said. "Because the only class warfare I've seen is the battle that's been
waged against the middle class in this country for a decade.”

Obama's jobs bill includes $75.5 million for modernizing Denver County schools like
Lincoln High, where the science labs were built in the 1960s.

“The world has changed since them,” Obama said. “We need to do everything we can to
prepare our kids for it. We need to do everything we can to make sure our students can
compete with any student anywhere in the world.”

Denver was the fifth metropolitan area Obama has visited in the weeks since he sent his
jobs bill to Congress. While 74 percent of voters in Denver County voted for Obama in
2008, a report released today revealed that municipalities are increasingly insecure
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about their employees’ futures.

Nearly one third of the nation’s cities are laying people off this year and 46 percent are
modifying health care benefits for city workers, according to the study. Obama'’s jobs bill,
even if passed exactly as proposed, would not shore up city budgets.

“When you measure the amount of federal funds that go into municipal budgets, it's
really quite low,” said Michael Pagano, dean of the College of Urban Planning and
Public Affairs at the University of lllinois Chicago and co-author of the study. “Thirty
years ago, cities got 15 percent of their revenue from the federal government. Now it's
between 4 to 5 percent.”

Still, even as Obama’s approval ratings sit at a new low of about 40 percent, the big-city
crowds are expected to remain warm nationwide.

‘I don't see any problem with the urban base,” said Jerry Austin, a veteran Democratic
strategist and former campaign manager for Jesse Jackson. “That’s the one thing that's
kept his numbers in a fighting position.”

Denver boasts that its residents are the most educated in America, but its public school
system has struggled historically. About 96 percent of students at Lincoln High are on
free or reduced lunch programs and the school is failing to meet standards for student
achievement.

What cities can hope for, according to Pagano, are federal funds that may trickle down
from the state.

“What the stimulus did was preserve state support for municipalities,” Pagano said.
“With that reaching its end, states are starting to make reductions in aid to
municipalities.”

Even before Obama landed in Denver, Republicans denounced the appearance as a
campaign speech.

‘Barack Obama’s visit to Denver today is on the heels of a massive West Coast
fundraising swing and after the White House officially declared that the season of
governing is over and that the campaign season is now in full swing,” Republican
National Committee chairman Reince Priebus said. “Team Obama is trying to fool the
voters again trying to pretend that this visit is about creating jobs for Colorado, but
Obama's supposed ‘major’ jobs speech today isn’t geared toward jobs for America or
Colorado, it’s a taxpayer-funded campaign event to really save his own job.”

e JYANL L0 Stay ahead of the cunve? Sign.up. for National Journal's AM & PMMust Reads. ..o
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News and analysis to ensure you don't miss a thing. .
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Union says hearing plan stifles public input on Quinn's proposed
closure of 7 state facilities

CARLA K. JOHNSON
Assoctated Press
5:30 PM CDT, September 27, 2011

CHICAGO (AP) — A major union is calling for more time for public input on Gov. Pat Quinn's proposed
closure of a prison and other state facilities, saying the current schedule of public hearings will "depress
turnout and stifle participation.”

The American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees said citizens should have at least
two weeks' notice of public hearings that should take place in communities where the threatened
facilities are located.

In a letter to lawmakers Monday, the union asked for a revised schedule and suggested that the meetings
be held on evenings or Saturdays. The union noted that a hearing to discuss closing a Murphysboro youth
detention center was scheduled to be held in nearby Carbondale.

The Commission for Government Forecasting and Accountability, or COGFA, has scheduled a series of
hearings next month to take public comment. By late Tuesday afternoon, the commission had moved the
hearing on the youth prison to a Murphysboro location, according to the panel's website.

"We realize that it may not be COGFA's intent to depress turnout or stifle participation at these public
hearings, but that will certainly be the result if the hearings go forward as currently planned,” wrote
AFSCME Council 31 executive director Henry Bayer.

The commission's director, Dan Long, said the union doesn't understand the logistics involved or the
timeline required by the state law governing facility closures.

"The issue is from the time we get these recommendations we only have 35 days to schedule a hearing,”
Long said. "I don't think we're doing these too quickly at all."

The first hearing is set for Oct. 5 and deals with Singer Mental Health Center in Rockford. 1t will be held
at the University of Illinois Rockford School of Medicine at 4:30 p.m.

The hearing on the youth detention center is set for Oct. 12 at 10:30 a.m. A hearing on the Chester
Mental Health Center in Chester is set for Oct. 12 at 4 p.m.

Hearings aren't yet scheduled on three other facilities slated for closure — a prison in Lincoln and
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facilities for the developmentally disabled in Jacksonvillé and Dixon.

The commission doesn't intend to hold a new hearing on Tinley Park Mental Health Center because
previous hearings on closing the facility were held in 2008 and 2009, Long said.

The commission is taking public comments on all the proposed closures and citizens can submit
comments by email if they can't make it to a hearing, Long said.

Quinn announced the closures and layofts earlier this month, saying the Legislature had forced his hand.

"The simple fact is that the General Assembly did not appropriate enough funds to keep all these
facilitics staffed and running for the entire year, and we had to take action now to prevent all facilities
from running out of funds in the spring,” Quinn spokeswoman Brie Callahan said Tuesday in an email.
*This is what is necessary to manage the budget passed by the General Assembly."

Online:

Commission for Government Forecasting and Accountability: http /Iwww.ilga.gov/commission/cgfa2006
/Home.aspx

Copyright 2011 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.
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Car crashes into Maywood home after driver shot, Killing teen girl

BY KIM JANSSEN
Staff Reporter

kjanssen@suntimes.com
Last Modified: Sep 28, 2011 02:16AM

A man who was shot at while driving crashed his car into a house in west suburban Maywood, killing a
14-year-old girl sleeping inside early Tuesday, police said.

The girl, Dominique Thomas, was killed in her home in the 800 block of South 19th Avenue after a grey
2010 Hyundai Elantra crashed into the ground floor of an apartment building and landed on top of her
and her 12-year-old brother, authorities said.

Thomas was pronounced dead on the scene at 1:48 a.m., according to the Cook County Medical
Examiner’s office.

“This tragedy occurred after the driver of the Hyundai had been shot at in the area of 19th and
Harrison,” Maywood police said in a statement. “It is not yet known as to what occurred there, but the
driver of the Hyundai did report to police that his male passenger fled the vehicle immediately after the
crash.”

TyWain Carter said he was walking down the street Monday night when he said shots were fired at the
car.

“The driver was slumped over the wheel — they were shooting at him, and that’s why he crashed,”
Carter said. “He was in bad shape.”

Dominique’s brother, Bryant Thomas, was sleeping upstairs at a cousin’s apartment at the time of the
crash.

“I came down and saw a car’s headlights in the living room, and I knew my little sister and brother were
down there sleeping,” he told reporters.

Bryant Thomas said the two, who had been asleep on a couch, were pinned underneath the car. He said
his brother, Levon, was in stable condition at Loyola University Medical Center in Maywood.

Jeremy Thomas, another brother, only learned of his sister’s death Tuesday morning when he arrived at
his home to find TV trucks surrounding the accident scene.

“She was my little sister,” he said, crumpling onto the doorstep as he learned the terrible news.
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Dominique, a student at Proviso East High School, loved to dance he said.
“She liked volleyball, all types of sports. She liked cooking. She was just
a normal 14-year-old girl,” Bryant Thomas said.

Barbara Cole of the Maywood Youth Méntoring program said Dominique was “an A-B student who did
everything she could to better herself.”

Dominique had attended a program intended to get young girls interested in engineering and had “a
beautiful smile,” she said, adding, “It’s a tragedy — It’s obvious there’s some kind of war going on in the
comrmunity.”

Dominque lived at the home with her two brothers, her little sister and her mom and dad, who were
home at the time but not harmed, relatives said.

The crash happened at 12:04 a.m. Tuesday. The area has been designated a crime scene, a fire
department spokesman said.

Neighbor Anna Enrique said her nephew heard shots before they both heard “an almighty crunch” and
ran outside to see a gray car with Texas plates smashed into the front of the Thomas family home.

“It’s such a shame — innocent kids always seem to be the victims,” she said. She said the latest gun
violence on her block made her want to move.

“Somebody was shot on my doorstep just a couple of weeks ago,” she said. “It’s too much.”

The §00 block of South 19th Avenue was the site of violence earlier in the month when two men were
killed during apparently separate slayings.

As of Tuesday morning, there was nothing to indicate the shootings were connected to the fatal motor

vehicle wreck.

At 11:53 p.m. Sept. 17, Johntue Tate was waiching a boxing match in a building at 840 S. 19th Ave. when
he went outside with Donald Williams, police said. A “gunman came out of a corner of a building and
started firing shots at them,” Curry said. Williams, 20, was wounded, while Tate, 27, was killed

Earlier that day, at 3:45 a.m., Vincent Frazier, Jr., 25, was shot inside the common arca of the same
building. Frazier, of the West Side of Chicago, was taken to Loyola, where he died, according to Curry.

“I don’t have a motive for any of” the shootings, Curry said at the time.

“It may be coincidental or there may be something brewing, Curry sald Curry who couldn’t be
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“Normally 19th is not a bad street,” Curry said.

Ceasefire Maywood director Janice Mitchell- Bowlmg said state funding for her anti-violence group had
dried up at the end of June.

While she said she couldn’t predict what affect her 12 anti-violence workers would have had if they’d
been on the troubled Maywood streets, she added, “We always make a difference.”
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Cab driver Latonya Wilson said she drove Dominique to church and on other errands for years.
“A child shouldn’t have to die that way,” she said.

“We do everything we can to raise our kids right and not have them gangbanging, but there’s nothing you
can do to prevent this.

“This could have been my kids — it could have been anyone’s kid.”

Contributing: Sun-Times Media Wire, Maudlyne Ihejirika

Copyright © 2011 — Sun-Times Media, LLC
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LGBTQ Heritage Month at UIC

The University of lllinois at Chicago will
celebrate Leshian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender
and Queer Heritage Month with a series of
free, public events.

“What's Your Story? Rethinking LGBTQ
Heritage” is organized by the Gender &

Sexuality Center at UIC, which provides WTTE TN
educational resources to combat prejudice and U N !VERS!TY

misunderstanding about issues related to

gender and sexual identity. OF i LL; N O;S
For more information about the events, visit TN '
www.gsc.uic.edu or call (312) 413-8619. AT CH ‘CAGO
Wednesday, Oct. 5

“Woke Up Black.” Film screening and

discussion with filmmaker Mary Morten and

associate producer Keisha Farmer-Smith. 7 p.m. James Stukel Towers, Events Center,
718 W. Rochford St.

Thursday, Oct. 6

“Woke Up Black.” Film screening and discussion with fimmaker Mary Morten and
associate producer Keisha Farmer-Smith. 3 p.m. UIC Rafael Cintrén Ortiz Latino Cultural
Center, Lecture Center B2, 803 S. Morgan St. (located directly west of Student Center
East, 750 S. Halsted St.)

Tuesday, Oct. 11
National Coming QOut Day 23rd annual celebration. 11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. Lecture
Center Plaza (located directly west of Student Center East, 750 S. Halsted St.)

Wednesday, Oct. 12

Transgender Oral History Project reception and community discussion. Opening event
will celebrate the Transgender Oral History Project in residence at UIC through
November. 4 — 7 p.m. Behavioral Sciences Building, Rooms 181 and 183, 1007 W.
Harrison St.

Tuesday, Oct. 18 _
Safe Zone 101 Training. Program to increase awareness and comfort with LGBTQ
people and issues. 9 — 11:30 a.m. Stevenson Hall, Room 304, 701 S. Morgan St.

Sexy Spirit discussion. Author, filmmaker, and president/CEO of Tribal Eider Productions
Roger Goodman will talk about HIV/AIDS in the 1980s and his spiritual journey. 3:30 —
5:30 p.m. Behavioral Sciences Building, Room 183, 1007 W. Harrison St.
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Wednesday, Oct. 19

Video storytelling workshop facilitated by Community TV Network. 4 - 8 p.m. Space
limited, registration required. RSVP by Oct. 14 at www.gsc.uic.edu.

For more infermation about UIC, please visit www.uic.edu.
LGBTQ Heritage Month at UIC | Chicago Press Release Services — Chicago’s leading
press release newswire service; professional press release services, press release

distribution and newswire services.

Press release distribution via Chicago Press Release Services
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[Volleyball] Fast start doesn’t pay off for
Mustangs::Eastern lowa Sports and Rec

September 27th, 2011 | Published in Featured, Mount Mercy, Volleyball

CEDAR RAPIDS, lowa — Mount Mercy got off to a good start Tuesday night, but St.
Ambrose came back from a set down to defeat the Mustangs, 3-1, in Midwest Collegiate
Conference volleyball at Hennessey Recreation Center.

Junior outside hitter Britthey Thomas had six of her team-high 19 kills as the Mustangs
took the opening set, 25-18. The Queen Bees (14-5, 3-1 MCC) bounced back with a
25-186 victory in set number two and a 25-20 win in the third set. Up 24-20, it looked like
Mount Mercy (10-8, 1-3 MCC) would force a fifth set, but St. Ambrose scored six straight
points to close out the match, 26-24.

Thomas, who moved into third place on Mount Mercy’s career kills list over the weekend,
had 19 on Tuesday to give her 1,220. She needs just 11 kills to tie Kate Ripperger for
second all-time, and is only 63 shy of Amy Osenbaugh’s 18-year-old school record
(1,283).

Senior middle blocker Deidre Schaefer added 11 kills for the Mustangs. Senior outside
hitter Becca Lampe led four Mustangs in double figures in digs with 17. Thomas had 16,
senior setter Janae Rosien and sophomore libero Meghan Nelson 11 each. Rosien aiso
had a team-best 22 assists to move into eighth place on the career chart with 1,369.

Mount Mercy has four matches coming up this weekend. The Mustangs face Trinity
International (lll.) at 6:00 p.m. and Cardinal Stritch (Wis.) at 8:00 p.m. on Friday at
Cardinal Stritch in Milwaukee, Wis. Mount Mercy takes on Judson (lll.) at 11:00 a.m. on
Saturday in Elgin, Ill., and Roosevelt (lil.) at 7:30 p.m. at the University of lilinois-

Chicago.
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Shlp Ahoy' Cass Miller celebrates milestone b’day
on ‘high seas’

Chances are yoUu'll only celebrate one 50th birthday in a lifetime, so you might as well pull out
all of the stops the first time around and give it all you've got. So, no doubt, was the thinking
of Cass R. Miller, director of Chicago Housing Authority's Charles A. Hayes Family
Investment Center (formerly the Packing House) as he set into motion his golden year black-
tie celebration. Some 300 family members and friends were summoned to Navy Pier to
board the four-level Kanan Luxury Cruise Ship for a Saturday night of fun and fellowship,
dinner, drinks and dancing, non-stop entertainment and to experience Chicago’'s magnificent
and unique skyline up-close and personal amid unforgettable luxury.

Dressed in rich chocolate brown from head-to-toe, “birthday boy” personally greeted each
guest at the 6 p.m. Red Carpet Reception with an individual photo taken which was
presented as a memento upon debarking at 11 p.m. At 7 p.m., the “blessing” was sung by
Dwayne Lee and Felicia Coleman-Evans, recording artists, followed by a “Prayer of
Departure” by Dr. Byron Brazier, pastor, Apostolic Church of God. Delicious dinner fare was
served by the uniformed P Events staff, an African American catering firm. First-level diners
were entertained by piano performances by T.Cain; vocalist Terisa Griffin, held court on the
second level; “Tribute to Mofown Greats,” on third level; and Reginald Torian, The
Impressions’ lead singer, and DJ Reg took over the fourth level for non-stop line dancing.
Tipsy Cakes prepared the obligatory birthday cake which was shaped like a ship. Upon
debarking, guests were given “goodie bags” which they filled fo capacity with assorted
candies. Certain eye-catchers: center pieces of autumn-hued flowers with colorful tiny fish
swimming in the vases.

A virtual “who's who” made up the guest list, and even though trying to list them shouldn’t be
attempted — here goes anyhow: Ald. Pat Dowell, Angela and Abe Thompson, Preston
Harden, Doris and Michael House, Josie Childs, Dr. Robin Jones, Commissioner Lula Ford,
Rev. Darryl James, the Tyrone Stoudemires, Dr. Dexter Arrington, Commissioner Mildred
‘Clopton Harris, Juanita Passmore, Atty. Stanley Stallworth, Dr. Waldo Johnson, Nemi
Johnson, Gwen Kenner Johnson, Lillian Seymour, Iris Thomas, Dorothy White, Hermene
Hartman, Bobbie Jones and Preston Harden.

From out-of town: Atlanta’s Dr. Christine King Farris, Dr. King's sister and vice chair and
treasurer, MLK Center; Dr. Angelia Farris Watkins, Spelman College; former Chicagoans
Judge (ret.) and Mrs, Walter Williams, Chattanooga; Dr. Maxie Miller Jr., Florida Baptist
Convention; Mervin Walton, Newark Housing Authority; Atty. Victor Parker, Los Angeles;
Kenneth Trenton, Dallas, and lots more. Wow! What an unforgettable celebration!

Condolences — to Dr. Robert Kimbrough, a long-time friend and dentist, on the loss of his
beloved spouse, Lueguster (“Gussie”), who died last week in their home in The Villages, Fla.,
just days after her 91st birthday! The former Chicagoans (he was a member of one of our



town’'s most prominent men’s social organizations, The Midwesterners; she was listed
among the Windy City's “best dressed” femmes) lived in the Jackson Park Highlands
community of South Shore before moving south.

Ita!kéd with Dr. Kimbrough last week and a memorial service for his wife will be held in a few

- weeks. Watch this space (“Teesee’s Town” in the Chicago Defender) for the update. Our

sympathy also to their daughter, Kim Comer (Mrs. Berlin) of Indiana; grandson, Roger; and
great granddaughter, Teyton. R.LP. “Gussie.”

Gift of Health! - Atin: siestas age 40-75! Lean o decrease stress, improve nutrition,
increase physical exercise and manage weight every week for two hours beginning
Saturday, 6 p.m., at South lawn United Methodist Church, 8605 S. Craggier. The 12-week
session is led by Dr. Mariiyn Green and Gayle Porter, directors of Gaston & Porter Health
Improvement Center; calt (773) 734-7708.

Newsy Names — Greg Hinton, a very special “brutha beloved,” leaves Chicago and U.S.
Cellular for the Democratic National Convention in D.C. to serve as chief diversity officer
responsible for diversity recruiting and supplier diversity as well as for Democratic National
Convention Committee and Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, the
campaign arm of Dems in the House of Representatives. You go, Greg! We're happy for ya!
... Book Look! Think you know all there is to know ‘bout rapper and actor Common (nee
Lonnie Rashid Lynn)? Maybe not! He tells all (?) in One Day I'll All Make Sense, a candid
and surprisingly straight-forward auto-bio. He’s currently making rounds and signing copies
at bookstores and events across the country. Available at Macy's, Bames & Noble,
Amazon.com, et al ... Norm Bolden, owner of Norman's Bistro, 1001 E. 43rd St., wants you to
know his East Bronzeville high-scale eatery is now open for lunch Wednesdays-Fridays,
beginning at 11 a.m. and he hosts "live jazz” on Sunday nights.

Happy b’day to Corinne Gloria Jenkins-Harvey, Diann Burns, Michael Alan Stein, Victoria

Jarrett, Rev. Clifton Davis, Keith Caldwel, Christine Bowden, Maureen.Moe Forte, Suzanne
LeMignot, Marshall Qualls, Hermene Hartman, Maurice Rabbi, Fr. George Clements, Dr.
Mari Anne Stallworth, Floyd Overall, Gail Lawrence Baker, Rev. Luthetis Carey, Hazel
Thomas, Catherine Boganey, Marzette Griffith, Hattye Chapman, Lynn Richardson, Willie B.
Cochran, Chef Eric Paul, Denise Corder Hall, Raymond Ward, Glenn Cosby, Charles Hoard,
Arlene Burke and Louise Hodges, 90, who celebrated “big time” at Leona’s on Stony Island
... Happy 4th anniversary to Maizelle and Wendell Hutson ... Tom Finch, head honcho of
veteran audio-video producers, Finch & Associates, certified as a vendor for White House
Communications, was chosen to set the stage for a President Obama fundraiser at the
Sheraton Hotel hosted by the Obama/Bidden Campaign. Vice President Biden spoke to
Obama supporters 1o kick-off the event. Finch and his crew handled all production including
stage sound i:ghts and decor chh is often called on for event productlon throughout the
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Movie Magic — A short film, The Truth, co-written and co-executive produced by Chicago’s.
Atty. Randy Crumpton and directed by his pal, Hill Harper, award- winning actor and author,
premieres at the 47th Chicago International Film Festival, Oct. 10, 6:30 p.m.; Oct. 14, 5 p.m.;
and Oct.16, 11:45 p.m.; at AMC River East 21, 322 E. llinois St. (After many late work
nights, unexplained whereabouts and suspicious behavior, Carter, suspecting that his wife
has been unfaithful and demanding to know the truth, receives news that devastates their



marriage and forever changes their lives — while imparting an important life lesson.)

The film stars Diandra Lyle, Terisa Griffin, Dwight Eubanks, Jensen Atwood, Rockmond
Dunbar, Mel Jackson and Eric Lane. Co-executive produced by Kenny Johnson; co-
produced by Sharon King and James Ramos; co-written by Craig J. Harris. Call the festival
hotline at 312-332-FILM; go to ticketmaster.com/chicagofilmfestival; or visit the festival
office, 30 E. Adams, weekdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; or www.chicagofilmfestival.com.

Scholars’ Dollars — Scholarships totaling $10,500 go to seven academically qualified
students Oct. 8 at the 35th anniversary of the Ora Higgins Youth Foundation Awards Dinner
at the Sabre Room. Leadership Awards go to three Chicagoans who have make major
contributions to the growth and development of urban youth: Linda Washington, retired
counselor, Dunbar Vocational High School; Jeanette DiBella, principal, Providence St. Mel
High School; and Gloria Jackson, retired kindergarten teacher, Dewey School, so say Jesse
M. Reed, president of the Foundation’s board of directors, and Barbara Cox, board member.
Call (723) 928-9621.

Biz Buzz — City Treasurer Stephanie Neely hosts a free day-long Small Business Expo, Oct.
7, at UIC Forum with 33 business workshops, 125 exhibitors, 100 business experts, 3,000
small business owners and all topics requested by previous attendees. Among workshops:.
Business Plan Writing, Branding, Marketing, Business Loans, Website Development, Social
Media for Business, Art of Networking, Powerful Writing Skills, Money Management, Legal
Smarts, Driving Website Traffic, Green Business, etc. Pre-register by Oct. 4 at (312) 744-
3360.

Copyright 2011 Chicago Defender
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Impact of Quinn's proposed closures called
"staggering”

By Kurt Erickson | kurt.erickson@lee.net pantagraph.com | Posted: Tuesday, September 27, 2011 7:35 pm |
{7) Comments

SPRINGFIELD -- At a time when Gov. Pat Quinn is pushing to lower the unemployment
rate and boost investment in lllinois, the Chicago Democrat's plan to shutter seven
facilities as part of his budget fight with lawmakers will cost the state more than 2,600
jobs, according to figures compiled Tuesday.

Economic impact surveys show the governor's proposal to shut down a prison, mental
health centers and other state facilities in downstate communities like Lincoln,
Murphysboro, Chester and Dixon will essentially strip $295.8 million out of the lllinois
economy. '

The surveys, conducted for the General Assembly's Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability, show that laying off 1,924 employees at the facilities will
have a rippie effect on local businesses, resulting in an additional 738 people losing
private sector jobs.

In Logan County, for example, laying off 356 people from the medium-security Logan
Correctional Center will result in the loss of 104 other jobs in the area, causing a net $73
miliion blow to the local economy, the survey noted. Retail sales, hotels and restaurants
are among the hardest hit sectors. Similar loss projections are outlined in reports dealing
with the other facilities.

The surveys, conducted by the Regional Economics Applications Laboratory at the
University of lllinois, note the closures could have a more profound effect on smaller,
downstate communities because the job market is smaller than in the Chicago
metropolitan area.

"While there may be greater employment opportunities in a larger region, specific
openings for the kinds of skills presented by employees in these facilities may not be
available; it is likely that the problems of finding alternative employment will be greater in
smaller communities," the surveys note.

Closing the youth detention center in Murphysboro would take $23.5 million out of the
Jackson County economy. The impact on Randolph County if the 485-employee Chester
Mental Health Center is shuttered was pegged at $55.4 million.

"The numbers are pretty staggering,” said Lincoln Mayor Keith Snyder. "It's a pretty dark
day for the lllinois economy."

State Sen. Dave Luechtefeld, R-Okawville, who represents both Murphysboro and
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Impact of Quinn's proposed closures called "staggering”

Chester, said the impact is especially harsh in areas already grappling with high
unemployment.

"That's just devastating,” Luechtefeld said.

Quinn spokeswoman Brie Callahan said lawmakers were warned the budget approved

- in the spring was inadequate. The governor wants legislators to take action to prevent

the proposed cuts when they return to Springfield on Oct. 25.

"The simple fact is that the General Assembly did not appropriate enough funds in these
particular lines to keep all these facilities staffed and running for the entire year, and we
had to take action now to prevent all faC|I|t|es from running out of funds in the spring,"
Callahan said.

When a governor announces plans to close state facilities, he or she must notify the
Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability, which then schedules
public hearings on the proposal. The first of those hearings is Oct. 5 in Rockford to
discuss the proposed closure of Singer Mental Health Center. Two more hearings are
slated for Oct. 12 to discuss the Chester and Murphysboro closures. An Oct. 17 date
has been tentatively set for the closure of Mabley Developmental Center in Dixon.

The Logan prison hearing is likely to be held sometime during the final week of October.
Snyder said a petition drive to save the prison is underway and a march from the prison
to downtown Lincoln is planned for Oct. 13.

The American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees union, which is
fighting the closures on behalf of the employees who work at the facilities, is raising red
flags about the timing of the hearings.

"[T]he Administration is intent on implementing these closures as quickly as possible

hitp://www.pantagraph.com/news/state-and-regional/illinois/article_0...

2 of3

with_as_little public scrutiny as possible. Unfortunately,.it appears that COGFA.is
prepared to collaborate in this effort to stifle public review and input rather than seeking
to provide an independent review based on the broadest possible public examination of
the facts-as is the clear intent of the faw,” wrote AFSCME Executive Director Henry
Bayer in a letter to members of the panel.

Dan Long, executive director of COGFA, said the hearings are scheduled based on the
schedules of members of the panel.

"It's pretty hard to get everyone's schedule on track," Long said.

State Sen. Dave Syverson R-Rockford, said he is not concemed about the timing of

"It may be rushed, but I don't know what a week's difference is going to make," Syverson
said.

State Sen. Larry Bomke, R-Springfield, said he believes the proposed closures are
unlikely to occur. Rather, he said they are designed to bring Iawmakers to the
negotiating table over the state's budget woes.

et weeks Reanng 0. SIgE L
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"I really don't believe the governor will close Logan, for no other reason than there is no
place to put the prisoners. All the other prisons are overcrowded,"” Bomke said.

Luechtefeld agrees that the closures don't make sense. But, he said, "He's the governor.
“You have to take it seriously.”

Possible closures
| Facility...State jobs lost...Other jobs lost... Total jobs lost...Economic output...
Chester MH ...485...97...581...-$55.4 million...
Jacksonville DD...441...150...591...-$47 million...
Logan CC...356...104...460...-$73.3 million...
Mabley DD...174...69...244...-$18 million...
IYC Murphysboro...96...52...148...-$23.5 million...
Singer MH...164...108...272...-$28.1 million...
Tinley Park MH...207...158...365...-$50.5 million...
Total...1,824...738...2,662...-$295.8 million...
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Closing Logan Correctional Center would cost
Lincoln area 460 jobs - Peoria, IL

Closing the Logan Correctional Center will affect 460 jobs and more than $73 million of
economic activity, according to a study prepared by the Institute of Government and
Public Affairs at the University of lllinois.

In addition to 356 jobs at the prison itself, 104 jobs would be affected indirectly, the
study said.

"The numbers are staggering,” said Lincoln Mayor Keith Snyder. "We knew the
correctional center was obviously an important part of the economy. It might be our
number three or four employer. It (closing) is a huge hit."

Sen. Larry Bomke, R-Springfield, said the area is only now recovering from the loss of
the Lincoln Developmental Center a decade ago.

"This would have an absolutely devastating effect on the economy of Logan County,"
Bomke said. "I'll do what | can to prevent that from happening.”

Bomke said he's willing to work with Gov. Pat Quinn during the upcoming veto session
to find a way of keeping the Logan prison open.

Snyder said Lincoln has begun a petition drive to convince Quinn to change his mind.
Supporters are also planning a march from the correctional center to downtown followed
by a rally on Oct. 13.

"We are going to be doing all we can {o make the message loud and clear that (the
closing) would be a significant blow to Lincoln and Logan County,” Snyder said.
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Ourview | The future
told, sans astrology

A new study by a researcher at the University of
Illinois suggests that analysing large quantities
of world news reports, over long periods of time,
could potentially predict the future outbreak of
social, political and economic unrest

A new study by a researcher at the University of Illinois suggests that analysing
large quantities of world news reports, over long periods of time, could
potentially predict the future outbreak of social, political and economic unrest.
And can even pinpoint the location of wanted villains like Osama bin Laden.

Kalev Leetaru subjected a massive 30-year archive of worldwide news reports
comprising breadcast, print and Internet, to two specific analyses. In the first he
looked at tonality of a news report or a blog post, i.e. whether It spoke of a
person, place or event in positive or negative terms, using a process called
“sentiment mining”. Secondly, he used “full-text geocading” to pinpoint every
news story to a location on the planet which it seems to pertain to. As his study
mentions, this is no easy task to do automatically; for example, there are 39
places on the planet called Cairo.

Leetaru claims in his paper titled Culturomics 2.0: Forecasting large-scale hurman
behaviour using global news media tone in time and space that “pooling together
the global tone of all news mentions of a country over time appears to accurately
forecast its near term stability, including predicting revolutions in Egypt, Tunisia,
and Libya, conflict in Serbia, and the stability of Saudi Arabia”.

Taking things one step further, Leetaru claims that geographic analysis of news
on Osama could have pinpointed his location to a 200km-wide swathe of fand in
northern Pakistan, including Abbotabad.

On the face of it, his analysis is a dispassionate and automated version of work
that intelligence agencies and think tanks do. Because it is done with a
supercomputer, the analysis is devoid of biases or sentiments.

To that extent it seems credible. But so far it has only been shown to work in
retrospect. The real challenge will be to see if it works predictively. Is North
Korea next? What will happen in Kashmir? Afghanistan?

And what if there simply isn't enough diverse coverage of small countries and
that media anathema—the positive trend?

The greatest lesson from this research could be that while society at large has a
tendency to sense negative trends early, it usually seems powerless to do

http://www . livemint.com/Articles/PrintArticle.aspx?artid=B511EAFE...
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anything. Except blog about it.

Can future events be predicted scientifically? Tell us at views@iivermnint.com

Copyright ® 2007 HT Media All Rights Reserved
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The Nooner: Chicago news and beyond
Today, the news is about Blago's long wait for the other shoe to drop.

In which | roll my eyes at the idea of “celebrity fireworks”

Is this a candidate for the dumb-marketing-idea hall of fame? This fall, Navy Pier is hosting
“celebrity fireworks,” in which the sky show is being accompanied by music chosen by local
celebs 2. Of course, | call it a dumb idea, but here | am talking about it, so | suppose the
joke’s on me in the end. October 1, the music will be chosen by Chicago Bulls head coach
Tom Thibodeau. I'm figuring he and | don’t share much taste in music, and | dont
particularly care to find out. On the other hand, Chicago Symphony Orchestra director
Riccardo Multi is picking Oct 8's music. There's a guy I'd trust with a music-related job.

Blago sentencing pushed back

Rod Blagojevich has to wait even longer for his sentencing 1), which was originally
scheduled for Oct 6. A new date has not been given, but it isn’t expected until late October
or early November. The judge who will be doing the sentencing, U.S. District Judge James
Zagel, did not provide a reason for the delay, but it seems to be the result of possible
conflicts with an upcoming, related corruption trial of William Cellini. Cellini’s trial is the
result of the original federal investigation into Blagojevich’s governorship.

Chicago marathon a cash-generator for the city

| figured this had to be true, but it's nice to see the numbers all worked out and official: The
Bank of America Chicago Marathon churns millions of dollars into Chicago’s economy (s,
according to a study done by the University of lilinoig’s Regional Economics Applications
Laboratory. Last year's event, for instance, sparked about $171.5 million in business activity.
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(P.S. You've seen our awesome pre-marathon coverage s, right?)

Thieves damaging city fire hydrants for scrap metal

This is how bad it's gotten: Thieves have started opening fire hydrants and prying off the
brass ring that firefighters use to connect a hose to the hydrant 1. The rings can be sold to
scrap-metal dealers for about $15 apiece, and of course the lack of the ring could result in
someone’s house burning down while the fire department looks for a working connection.
Scrap-metal thieves have also targeted house gutters 11 and even the catalytic converters:
on parked cafs ).

Watch your back, Facebook

Google’s new social-networking platform, Google+, saw a traffic increase of 1,269 percent
last week ). It also now has about 43 million users. I'd say that's just the beginning,
though—a lot of people are tired of the shell game that Facebook plays with user privacy.

Also, we're giving away free tickets (0] to the Ferris Bueller's Day Off screening at
Wrigley Field.
Just sayin’.
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Rod's got to wait even longer now for sentencing.
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Workshop helps explain Brazilian martial art

Times staff The Quad-City Times | Posted: Tuesday, September 27, 2011 9:18 pm | No Comments Posted

With roots going back to African slaves who had been brought to Brazil, capoeira
combines elements of music, martial arts and dance.

It will be displayed and explained in a workshop from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday at the
Bettendorf Public Library, 2950 Learning Campus Drive. Amy Doherty, a Davenport
native who is a medical

student at Des Moines University, will conduct the free workshop aimed toward those 5
years and older.

Capoeira (pronounced “cap-oh-air-uh”) is known for quick, complex moves. It uses
power kicks, quick leg sweeps, some ground and aerial acrobatics, knee strikes,
takedowns, elbow strikes, punches and head butts.

It's part of the Bettendorf library's Global Gathering: Brazil series. Pictured is a capoeira
group from the University of lllinois that performed at the library last month.
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Inattentional blindness: how your perception can
fool you

Tara Braun, Alligator Blogger | Posted: Wednesday, September 28, 2011 12:15 am

Want to learn a little bit about the way you perceive the world‘?(lMalgh the "Selective Attention
Video" video below and follow the instructions. The goal of the task is to count how many times
the people wearing white pass the ball.

Did you watch the video? How did you do?

This video is part of a series of experiments done by professor Daniel Simons, head of the Visual
Cognition Laboratory at the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. This video shows how we

can zero in on one event, and meanwhile not see another event that is occurring right in front of us.
This phenomenon of being "blind" to an unattended event is called inattentional blindness. So while
we may think we are aware of the world around us, there are tricky ways in which our attention
and perception can deceive us.

Now that you have an idea of what Simons' research s about, try watching this video:
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How did you do this time?

Although you were probably aware that something strange was going to happen in the video, in all
likelihood you still were not able to capture all of the changes. Even though these videos are
extreme and humorous examples of inattentional blindness, it does occur in our everyday lives.

While watching a play, you may be focused on a certain character on the stage and not perceive
_actions on other parts of the stage. Even though you can technically see those other actions, VOU .o
; will not perceive them because you are not focused on them. Inattentional blindness is one of the
| many ways in which our brain imperfectly represents the world around us. To learn more about
Simons and his other studies, visit his research website or his book website.

Posts in Gator Minds appear on Wednesdays.
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ROSELLE, Ill. {(WL.S) - A west
suburban man died Monday night
after being attacked by bees while
trying to remove a hive from his
Roselie home.

Bruce Madiar, 62, of 501 Dee Lane
in Roselle, was stung by bees at
his home and pronounced dead at 6:21
p.m. at Alexian Brothers Medical Center in
Elk Grove Village, according to the Cook County Medical Examiner’s office.

Authorities said Madiar was “cleaning” a bee hive from his home when the insects
attacked.

An autopsy was scheduled for Tuesday but the body did not arrive at the Stein Institute
in time, the medical examiner’s office said. The autopsy will now be conducted on
Wednedsay.

Madiar's family released a statement Tuesday. “The Madiar family mourns the passing of
Bruce Madiar, a devoted husband, father of three and grandfather of five. We are
grateful for overwhelming support from family, friends and neighbors — a testament to
Bruce’s extraordinary strength, character and generosity. We appreciate the media
respecting our privacy during this difficult time.”

According to the University of illinois at Urbana-Champaign Department of Entomology,
if you encounter a swarm of bees, stay calm, run steadily in a straight line and try to get
into a sealed environment where the bees can't enter. Don't run toward other people and
don't swat at the bees, since that will just aggravate them.

Additionally, be careful when using any loud equipment near a hive, especially a
lawnmower. Loud vibrations and noises can irritate a colony and can cause an attack.

Roselle police are investigating, but a spokesman was not available for comment.
The Associated Press contributed to this report.

© Content Copyright 2011 WLS Radio 890AM and WLSAM.com. This material may
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Soybean Production and Consumption Uncertainty
Source: University of lllinois :

Soybean prices have been trending
downward in recent weeks. The
November CME Group futures
peaked at $14.65/bu. on the last day
of August. The same contract traded
more than $2 lower on Sept. 26.

The sharp decline, thinks University
of lllinois Agricultural Economist
Darrel Good, reflects the
continuation of poor economic
performance and concerns about
financial conditions in Europe and the U.S. He says the financial problems raise serious
concerns about commodity demand. However, the 15% decline in soybean prices over
the last four weeks may be too much.

The price decline appears particularly large when compared to losses of 8-10% in the
livestock and livestock product prices from the highs made earlier this year. “One might
expect that demand concerns would result in larger price declines in the livestock sector
than in the crop sector. It may have been that crop prices were pushed too high in
August on the basis of crop concerns,” Good says.

Whether or not soybean prices have moved too low should be known very soon. USDA
will release a stocks report this week (Sept. 30, 2011) and a crop production update in
mid-October. The last estimate of soybean stocks projected a 225-million-bushel supply
on hand at the end of the fiscal year. The fourth quarter stocks report sometimes
deviates from the projections. Still, the lllinois economist says it would take a large
deviation to substantially alter the supply outlook for the current year.

The bigger supply question is the size of the 2011 soybean crop. The next forecast will
be released Oct. 12. USDAs September average national yield forecast was 41.8 bu. to
the acre, 0.4 bu. above the September forecast. From 1975 through 2010, the
September yield forecast exceeded the August forecast 17 times, as it did this year. In
10 of those 17 years, the October U.S. average yield forecast exceeded the September
forecast. The increase ranged from 0.1 bu. to 2.3 bu. In eight of those 10 years, the
January yield estimate exceeded the October forecast.

“There is some tendency, then, for a yield increase in September to be followed by
further increases”, Good says. He tempers that thought with the yet to be determined
impact of the mid-September frost and freeze in the northern Midwest.
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The US Department of Energy awards each team in the Solar Decathlon
$100,000 to help with their project, but the rest of the money comes from
fundraising and sponsors. Marny sponsors help to defray actual cost with
donations of time, products, equipment and services. What better place to make
an impression than by having products on display (and in use) by the teams
competing in the Solar Decathlon.

Bl Photo: Student Julianne Rhoads, left, listens to questions by visitor Sandy Tozier, center, during
8 2 public tour of Team Massachusetts’ energy efficient house at the US Department of Energy
Sofar Decathlon 2011 in Washington, D.C. (Credit: Stefano Paltera/US Department of Energy

Solar Decathlon)

Appliances put to the test

Part of the competition in the Decathlon is the Appliance contest. Teams must install appliances to mimic the use in an average
home; refrigerator, freezer, washer, drier and dishwasher. Bosch saw a great opportunity here and is supporting 12 teams in Solar
Decathlon 2011 by providing $115,000 worth of home appliances, power tools, solar panels and solar thermal products. Bosch
Energy Star dishwashers, washers and refrigerators help the teams conserve as much energy as possible while meeting contest
requirements for actual use.

Energy in the balance

In the Energy Balance contest, teams earn 100 points if the house can generate as much energy as it uses. SunPower is
providing solar systems to six of the teams: Team Florida International University, Team {linois, Team Massachusetts, Team
Middlebury College, Team New York (See "EmPower Solar Supports CCNY"), and Team Purdue. Also helping keep energy in
balance is Ecolnsulation, a New Zealand company that makes natural wool insulation, which is being used in New Zealand's First
Light house.

Looks and lighting

In the Architecture contest teams can earn up to 100 points for fighting design and efficiency. Lighting Science Group is providing
six of the Decathlon homes with its high-efficiency LED fighting products. These include: Parsons The New School for Design and
Stevens Institute of Technology, the Unjversity of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, Old Dominion University and Hampton University,
Middlebury College, The Southemn California Institute of Architecture and California Institute of Technology, and Florida
International University.

Time and expertise

It's clear that the Solar Decathlon would be nothing without help from businesses and individuals. Team Canada received inverters
and monitoring equipment from Enphase Energy. Team Mass was supported by Solectria Renewables in several ways: donated
inverters, web-based monitoring and more than 200 hours of consulting time. See “Solectria Renewables Sponsors Team Mass in
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Solar Decathlon.” Team Mass also received building science expertise and donated building matertials from Saini-Gobain. See
"Saint-Gobain Helps Team Mass in Solar Decathlon.”

And, keeping in mind that the Solar Decathlon is really about education, Dow Corning, as a sustaining sponsor, is overseeing the
creation of educational resources to be used for middle school curricula. See “Dow Corning a Sponsor of Solar Decathlon 2011,”
as well as a student welcome and education centre on the grounds of the Solar Decathlon, to teach the public about solar energy.

There's 1o better way for solar companies to display their products than by supporting the Solar Decathion. It's a great testament
to the potential of residential solar as well as {o the superior capabilities of tomorrow's designers and engineers. We thank the
many who have donated time and products to help each team achieve success.

Written by Anne Fischer, Managing Editor, Solar Novus Today. Foliow me on Twitter @solarnovusanne.

Related Stories

Secretary Chu Announces more than $200 Million for Solar and Water Power Technologies
US DoE Announces Student Teams to Compete in 2011 Solar Decathlon

Constellation Energy Completes Solar and Wind Installation for University of Toledo

Study Shows Potential for Feed-in Tariffs in LA

EPIA Reports Sunny Qutlook for PV

Advanced Energy to Acquire Solar Inverter Provider, PV Powered

A S o

Labels: Power Electronics, US, Europe, Canada, Education, Solar Panels, Government Support, Balance-of-System (BOS), Solar
Decathlon, LED, Photonics :

Copyright © 2009-2011 Novus Media Today, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Physics prof honored by Obama

Benjamin Lev, assistant professor of applied physics, will be honored in Washington,
D.C., on Oct. 14, as one of the nation’s most outstanding early-career scientists.

President Obama named him a recipient of the Presidential Early Career Award for
Scientists and Engineers on Monday.

The Office of Science and Technology Policy, a subset of the Executive Office of the
President, confers the award each year to 94 scientists or engineers based on
nominations from 16 different federal departments and agencies. The office looks for
individuals who are pursuing independent research at the frontiers of their fields and
who are committed to community service based on scientific leadership, public
education and outreach. The National Science Foundation nominated Lev.

President Clinton established the award in 1996 with the stated purpose of
“recogniz[ing] and nurtur[ing] some of the finest scientists and engineers who, while
early in their research careers, show exceptional potential for leadership at the frontiers
of scientific knowledge during the 21st century.”

Lev adds this honor to others including an $875,000 Packard Fellowship in 2010 and the
National Science Foundation Career Award in 2008. Lev is a recent addition to the
Stanford faculty, transferring to the Farm earlier this month after working at the
University of lllinocis at Urbana-Champaign.

His studies are focused on understanding the behavior of quantum matter.

“It is inspiring to see the innovative work being done by these scientists and engineers
as they ramp up their careers — careers that | know will be not only personally
rewarding but also invaluable to the nation,” Obama said in a press release. “That so
many of them are also devoting time to mentoring and other forms of community service
speaks volumes about their potential for leadership, not only as scientists, but as model
citizens.”

— Kurt Chirbas
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Moral disgust carries foul flavour, researchers say

BY MISTY HARRIS, POSTMEDIA NEWS SEPTEMBER 27, 2011

U.S. Army soldiers pray during a Catholic service. File photo.
Photograph by: John Moore, Getly

Moral revulsion literally leaves a bad taste in people’s mouths, a new study suggests.

Researchers have found that some people of Christian faith were more likely to describe a lemon-water
drink as disgusting after being exposed to text from Richard Dawkins' The God Delusion — which
argues that religious belief is dangerous and irrational — as compared to when they tasted a (secretly)
identical drink beforehand.

A control group presented with morally neutral text didn't experience the same negative effect.

"Just as we're disgusted by the rotten meat or spoiled milk that can contaminate our physical body, this
research suggests that people have gut-level disgust reactions against religious beliefs that are
perceived to contaminate their mind,” says study co-author Ryan Ritter, a doctoral candidate at the
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Previously, fMRI (functional magnetic resonance imaging) studies have shown that thinking about moral
violations — incest or killing a child, for example — activates the part of the brain associated with
primitive revulsion. It also works in the opposite direction, with people who've been induced to feel
disgusted being likelier to make harsh moral judgments.
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Ritter's study, to appear in the November issue of the Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, builds
on this research in the context of rejected beliefs related to religion.

In one experiment, Christians were asked to taste and rate a lemon-water drink. While their palates
were refreshing — part of the study's cover story — they performed a handwriting task in which they
copied a passage from Dawkins, an atheist and humanist author, that refers to the Biblical God as "a
petty, unjust, unforgiving control freak" and a "vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser,” among other
siurs.

Shortly afterward, they sampled and rated a second beverage. Though it was identical in composition
to the first, participants nonetheless rated the drink as far more disgusting.

A similarly repulsive flavour was perceived when the passage that participants were asked to copy was
from the Qur'an, the central religious text of Islam,

A control group of Christians, meanwhile, was asked to write out text from a "morally benign” dictionary
entry and saw no such change in taste perception. '

A second experiment replicatéd,the effect of the first, but went a step further in showing that Christians
asked to write out text from the Bible (described as an "in-group religious belief”) didn't experience any -
increased disgust with the drink. ' ' '

More importantly, paﬁidipants presented with the "outgroup” religidus texts didn't experience' heighten'ed-'_ '
disgust when they were allowed to wash their hands after copying the passage, and before sampling
the drink.

"Contact with the rejected religious belief elicited feelings of disgust and dirtiness because those ideas

were perceived as being morally impure  says Ritter. "Hand-washing served to symbolically restore a
sense of physical and spiritual purity." '

Ritter notes that disgust responses, in general, may have evolutionary advantages, such as
maintaining co-operative moral communities that go beyond genetic relatives. But he hastens to add
that they present a real challenge in the modern world of inter-group relations.

"How can morally opposed groups — religious, political — hope to overcome their differences in culture
and beliefs if they're also divided by gut-level disgust that repels them further apart?”

mharris(at}postmedia.com

Witter.comvpopcultini _ _ I - . L —

© Copyright (c) The Montreal Gazette
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Futurity.org — Videos via phone reach developing
nations

About 1.8 billion people, or a quarter of the world population, live without electricity in
their homes, but more than 70 percent of the world's cell phone subscriptions are in
developing countries, according to mobiThinking. (Credit: Ibrahim Baoua, INRAN of
Niger)

U. ILLINOIS (US) — Short animated videos that can be viewed on cell phones are
delivering important messages about issues such as farming and infectious disease to
people in developing countries.

Scientific Animations without Borders (SAWBO), established out of the University of
lllinois, created the videos o cover topics such as health, agriculture, and disaster-relief.
These two minute videos are accessible through cell phones, allowing the videos to
reach a widespread audience in a cost-effective way.

When targeting a diversity of language and cultural groups educational animations
become much cheaper than filming, and narration can easily be recorded in any
language. _ -

With 793 million illiterate adults in the world, according to the United States Central
Intelligence Agency, SAWBO's animations have the potential to provide educational
materials appropriate for this population, as well.

10of3 9/28/2011 8:34 AM



Futurity.org — Videos via phone reach developing nations http:/fwww. futurity.org/science-technology/videos-via-phone-reach-de...

| “Cell phones that can both piay videos and have Bluetooth technology are key to

changing how we can deploy information,” says Barry Pittendrigh, an entomology
professor at lllinois. - '

The animations are hosted on an online sharing system called the Sustainable
Development Virtual Knowledge Interface, making it possible for videos to be easily

-downloaded by local educators onto computers, which can then be placed on celi

phones and delivered to the community with Bluetooth technology.
Mobile teaching device

About 1.6 billion people, or a quarter of the world population, live without electricity in
their homes, but more than 70 percent of the world’s cell phone subscriptions are in
developing countries, according to mobiThinking.

One of the first videos focused on how to protect cowpeas, a staple in many parts of
Africa, Asia, and Central and South America, from insects, using local plants such as
neem seeds or common materials, such as plastic bags or sheets.

Another animation illustrates how to boil or treat water to avoid exposure to cholera All
videos are avallable in mulftiple languages. :

Currently, these videos are being tested in the field in multiple African countries. This
work is supported by the Dry Grains Pulses CRSP and U.S. Agency for International
Development.

Abroad and at home

Pittendrigh says the feedback from the field has been highly positive. One suggestion
that the team is taking into consideration is having other ways to implement these videos

2 of3

besides limiting them to just cell phones.

‘For example, in West Africa, video viewing clubs have emerged in rural areas. Based on
this feedback we are developing an online sharing system for a diversity of file formats,
such that the videos can be downloaded and delivered through a variety of different
approaches and on different efectronic devices,” he explains.

Pittendrigh believes the SAWBO animations could be beneficial in the state of lllinois
and the United States, as well.

“These videos are for people of all literacy levels and the great advantage of this
approach is we can easily add new [anguages,” he says. “The approach we have taken
..could. easily. be used.for.outreach.programs.and.would. , effecti

to deploy information to many different language groups in the state poten’ual[y at a
fraction of the price of some traditional extension approaches.”

SAWBO animations could be an additional resource for some Hispanic populations
within the state who do not speak English, expanding the videos’ target to include
populations with language barriers. Pittendrigh says, “if, or when, resources become
available to do work within the state, we would welcome the opportunlty to focus on
critical issues that are much closer to home.”
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However, for now, SAWBO has progressed in the six months since it launched.
Pittendrigh says the team has received numerous requests from international
development agencies, as well as multiple agencies in lliinois, for videos regarding
dozens of topics anywhere from HIV/AIDS, to child safety concerns.

“To date, all videos from SAWBO, once developed, have been given freely to the world,
so that educators around the world can freely access these materials to get critical
information out into the hands of people that need it the most,” Pittendrigh says.

More news from the University of lilinois: http://otm.illinois.edu/news
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Meet the directors

4:40 PM CDT, September 27, 2011

Emily Letourneau

Donald Young Gallery: 224 S.Michigan Ave., 312-322-3600; donaldyoung.com
Years with gallery: 12

On her resume: Degrees in art history from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and University of
Michigan

Recent highlights: In addition to partaking in June's Art Basel, Letourneau names the gallery's upcoming
participation in London's Frieze Art Fair as well as next month's Rodney Graham exhibition.

Julia Fischbach
Kavi Gupta Gallery: 835 W. Washington St., 312-432-0708; kavigupta.com
Years with gallery: 15

On her resume: A past life as an artist: Kavi Gupta put Fischbach in a group show years ago, and
eventually offered her a job. Fischbach's response? "I already have a job." She took it anyway.

Recent highlights: Between Gupta's galleries in Chicago and Berlin (overseen by a separate director),
Fischbach juggles curatorial demands from all over the world. This week she traveled to Los Angeles to
staff the gallery's booth at the Art Platform — Los Angeles fair while producing a major solo show for
Theaster Gates at Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. Here in Chicago, "most of our shows are
solo exhibitions where the artists and I collaborate about the installation and works exhibited," Fischbach
Says.

Ellen Hartwell Alderman
Alderman Exhibitions: 350 N. Ogden Ave., #4C; aldermanexhibitions.com
Years with gallery: First

On her resume: Program coordinator, Graham Foundation, 2010-present. Hartwell manages Alderman
Exhibitions in her free time.

Recent highlights: Since its premiere show in January, Alderman's exhibitors have been encouraged to
curate sets of related fiction and creative nonfiction readings. It's all part of the gallery's mission to
collaborate across disciplines, Alderman says, which is why the current show, Michacl Hunter, "Isn't It
Always?" will feature a reading group as well as a Situationist potluck dinner.

9/28/2011 §:26 AM



Meet the directors - chicagotribune.com http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/ct-ent-0928-art-gallery-d...

Sara Ebers and DominicPaul Moore
Ebersmoore: 213 N. Morgan St., #3C, 312-772 3021; ebersmoore.com
Years with gallery: 2

On iheir resumes: Ebers was gallery assistant at Melanee Cooper Gallery; Moore was gallery assistant at
Packer Schopf Gallery.

Recent highlights: The current show — Rob Carter, "Culte" — is "one of the best we have put forth yet,"
says Moore. But the biggest highlight was the birth of their daughter, Maddalyn Nova in 2010 on opening
night of an ambitious site-specific exhibition featuring Michael Rea. "Mike was a good sport being
upstaged for the first time," Moore jokes.

Whitney Tassie
Moniquemeloche Gallery: 2154 W. Division St., 773-252-0299; moniquemeloche.com
Years with gallery: 6

On her resume: An undergraduate exhibitions coordinator stint at Cornell University's massive Herbert F.
Johnson Museum of Art, which boasts more than 35,000 works of art, where she helped produce 25
exhibitions annually.

Recent highlights: With the premiere Gallery Weekend Chicago behind her, Tassie returns her focus to
Moniquemeloche Gallery's "On The Wall" storefront installations for which Kerry James Marshall will be
featured in 2012 via city funding — unheard of for a commercial gallery. Outside of the gallery, Tassie is
involved in the WPB Arts Committee's mural project, for which six murals are currently under way in
the Wicker Park-Bucktown neighborhood.

— LV

Copyright © 2011, Chicago Tribune
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Commuter tax? That idea is going nowhere

MARK BROWN
markbrown@suntimes.com
Last Modified: Sep 28, 2011 02:17AM

Before anybody gets too carried away with this idea of the city levying a “commuter tax” on the income
of nonresidents who work in Chicago, let’s have a reality check.

Under the Illinois Constitution, before the city could impose such a tax, it would first need approval from
the Illinois General Assembly. ‘

Can you think of any reason why any legislator outside the city of Chicago would vote in favor of such a
law — a law that would allow the city to tax their constituents? In the suburbs?

Neither can I. You couldn’t pay a legislator enough to make that vote, which is really saying something,

Therefore, it was never going to happen even before Mayor Rahm Emanuel spoke up late Tuesday to say
that he has no interest in raising income taxes to-solve the city’s fiscal problems, which would seem to
rule out an income-based commuter tax, even though he did not explicitly say so.

Still, it’s certainly a conversation starter, which seems to be what city Inspector General Joseph Ferguson
had in mind Monday when he included the idea for a 1 percent commuter tax in a report listing 63
revenue-generating or cost-cutting possibilities the city might want to consider.

Several aldermen quickly warmed to the idea, as our City Hall reporter Fran Spielman first reported,
which only makes sense seeing as how it’s so much easier to vote to raise taxes on people you don’t
represent.

As someone who would be subject to a commuter tax, it’s certainly occurred to me long before this that
there’s a legitimate conversation to be had about whether the city is adequately compensated for services
provided to individuals such as me who live in the suburbs but spend their workdays downtown.

To be clear, I’m not conceding that it doesn’t. It would require a very sophisticated analysis balancing the
cost of city services provided to its working commuters with the taxes those commuters and their
employers already pay.

I’m grateful for the police and fire protection I receive when [ am in the city, pleased that the health and
building codes are enforced and that the streets and stoplights are maintained.

But I do pay my share of sales and parking taxes to the city, and I work in a building whose owners are
paying a big property tax bill to the city. [ also pay a state income tax, more of which ends up going to
support public schools in the city of Chicago than goes to the schools in my own leafy suburb. I don’t
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begrudge that. I’m just saying that it’s not as if it’s totally a one-way street the way some of the aldermen
might want you to think,

Notably, none of the aldermen expressed any interest in a city income tax, which was another of the
revenue-generating ideas Ferguson threw out there.

The IG’s report noted that several major U.S. cities impose a commuter tax on the wages of nonresidents,
including Philadelphia, Cleveland and Detroit.

Of course, those same cities also have an income tax on their own residents. When I pressed, the
Inspector General’s office conceded that it is aware of no instance in which a city taxes nonresident
income without also taxing resident income.

Ferguson told me there was no legal reason why the city couldn’t assess an income tax on nonresidents
but not on residents. '

While he’s the lawyer, I’m not so sure of that. Neither is J. Fred Giertz, an economics professor with the
University of lllinois’ Institute of Government and Public Affairs and an expert on state tax policy. -

“I don’t see any legal way you could just hit the nonresidents,” Giertz said, suggesting such a tax would
violate the uniformity clause in the Illinois Constitution.

There are other arguments against a commuter tax, the 1G report notes.

“Opponents might argue that a commuter tax provides a strong incentive for businesses to locate in the
suburbs to reduce costs,” the report states.

No kidding. Have you heard all the belly-aching from Chicago employers through the years about the
head tax?

And then there’s this from the IG:

“Some might argue that the establishment of a Chicago commuter tax could lead other surrounding
municipalities to impose their own commuter taxes, which might negatively affect the 300,000 Chicago
residents employed outside the city.”

In other words, it’s the same old story: Be careful what you start.

Copyright © 2011 — Sun-Times Media, LLC

20f2 5/28/2011 8:22 AM



Ul professor wins NIH New Innovator honor http: //www.news-gazette.com/print/733191

1of3

No Mention of UIC
News-Gazette.com

Published on News-Gazette com (http://www.news-gazette.com)

Home > News > Education > Ul professor wins NIH New Innovator honor

Ul professor wins NIH New Inhovator
honor

Tue, 09/27/2011 - 1:00pm | Paul Wood 11

URBANA — Tricking dangerous bacteria into becoming harmless ones is the goal of a prize-

winning chemist at the University of lllinois.

Douglas A. Mitchell, 31, is a winner of the 2011 National Institutes of Health Director's New
Innovator Award, one of two in the state (the other at Northwestern University).

He will receive $1.5 million over five years for the honor, which "supports young
investigators who have proposed exceptionally creative research ideas that have the
potential to produce important medical advances.”

"'l be using the money to study the next-generation approach to antibiotics,” Mitchell said
Monday.

Unlike broad-spectrum antibiotics, which kill many bacteria in the body — including the
useful ones that control digestion, for instance — these new drugs won't kill any bacteria
but will change bacterial genetics so toxins are not produced.

With antibiotic-resistant MRSA — methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, a type of
staph bacteria — an increasing fear in hospitals, killing more Americans than HIV, Mitchell
wants to use an entirely different approach to treatment.

"We want to revolutionize the field. We want to change the game, because the game isn't
working," he said.

Mitchell has yet to do animal studies in his lab, and no human testing has been done
anywhere, so it may be some time before the new treatments appear — and the scientist
noted that pharmaceutical companies may not be tugging at the reins to market them.

Because each drug will be aimed at a specific disease-causing bacterium for a matter of
days or weeks, drug companies may not find the new drugs as profitable as other, daily-use
products.

“If you have high cholesterol or erectile dysfunction or beta blockers, these are hfestyle
drugs,” he said. "These new drugs will have an ultra-narrow spectrum.”

That's why, he argues, "we need government-sponsored academic institutions to bear the
burden of risk.”
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But the Ul could license the new drugs, he added.

Mitchell uses chemical methods to study the mechanisms for bacterial virulence as well as
antibiotic resistance.

The Mitchell laboratory is a multidisciplinary team that draws from the chemical biology,
organic chemistry, pharmacology, structural biology, bioinformatics and microbiology.

He is looking specifically on the thiazole/oxazole-modified microcins, a diverse and recently
recognized class of microbial compounds, which he describes as a "treasure trove of
bicactive molecules awaiting further exploration.”

Some of these compounds have antibiotic or anticancer activity, others are toxins. One of
the toxins causes anthrax. :

One of Mitchell's most recent scientific papers discusses disarming anthrax before it
develops resistance to antibiotics. If allowed to thrive, the bacteria will either mutate or die,
and those that survive will be extremely hard to kill off, he said.

"A few survivors end up being dominant at the end," Mitchell added.

One problem with bacteria is that they have the potential for "horizontal gene transfer,"
allowing a pathogenic microbe to pass its toxin-producing genes to one that had previously
been harmless to humans.

Ancther problem that needs to be worked on is better medical diagnostics to make use of
ultra narrow-spectrum drugs.

He said that if the drugs were available, medicine would be empowered to create more
specific diagnoses.

A Pittsburgh native, Mitchell earned his bachelor's degree in chemistry from Carnegie

Mellon University in 2002. He interned in medicinal chemistry at Merck Research
Laboratories, then earned his doctorate at the University of California at Berkeley in 2006.
He also worked as a postdoctoral researcher at the University of California at San Diego.

Mitchell joined the Ul in 2009.
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