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Education 
1994-  
 Ph.D, ABD, Department of Political Science, University of Illinois at Chicago. 

Dissertation: “Latinos in Chicago: Towards a Strategy of Political Empowerment 
(1975-2000).”  (Dick Simpson, Chair) 

 
1986-1991 B.A., Political Science. University of California at San Diego. 
 
Grants and Awards 
9/01-9/04 The Joyce Foundation (with Principal Investigator-Michael Dawson), “The 

Chicago Democracy Project.” $148,000 to design twenty-five year (1975-1995) 
longitudinal political database on the City of Chicago.  
 

1997-1999 Citizenship Education Fund/Rainbow PUSH Excel Scholarship 
 
1995-1998 Graduate Assistantship, Department of Political Science, University of Illinois at 

Chicago  
 

1995-1996 Research Grant, Policy Research Action Group, Loyola University at Chicago 
 
Professional Experience 
2004-2005 Adjunct Lecturer, Latin American and Caribbean Studies, Northwestern 

University, Evanston, IL.  Designed and taught a course entitled “Introduction to 
Latino Studies.” 

 
Spring 2003 Adjunct Lecturer, Division of Social Sciences, University of Chicago, Chicago, 

IL.  Designed and taught a course entitled “Latino Politics in the U.S.” 
 
9/02-9/04 Visiting Fellow, Center for the Study of Race, Politics, and Culture, University of 

Chicago.  Analyzed preliminary CDP data, presented scholarly paper at the Race 
Center Colloquium, and managed the CDP research team.  

 
1/00-8/01 Project Developer, The Chicago Democracy Project (CDP), Center for the Study 

of Race, Politics, and Culture, University of Chicago.  Developed the CDP 
concept, wrote the grant proposal for the CDP and performed data collection and 
data entry duties. 

 
8/00-5/01 Research Assistant, Institute for Research and Race and Public Policy, University 

of Illinois at Chicago.  Duties included organizing seminars, workshops, and 
facilitating conferences. 

6/00-8/01 Research Director, United States Hispanic Leadership Institute, Chicago, IL.  
Designed and wrote reports on Latino demographics, analyzed local and national 
voting trends, managed research internship program, and conducted seminars and 
scholarly presentations.   

 



8/99-5/00 Research Assistant, Chancellor’s Committee for the Status of Latinos, University 
of Illinois at Chicago.  In charge of gathering and presenting data on academic 
status of Latino students at monthly meetings.  Also, prepared reports on these 
data. 

 
1997-1999 Research Associate, Rainbow PUSH/Citizenship Education Fund, Chicago, IL.  

Researched and prepared reports on matters relating to achievement gaps, school 
funding and school construction.  Primary emphasis was on Chicago Public 
Schools. 

 
1996-1998 Teaching Assistant, Department of Political Science, University of Illinois at 

Chicago.  Classes: Introduction to American Government, Latino Politics in the 
U.S. 

 
1996-97 Research Assistant, Juvenile Crime and Delinquency Project, Great Cities  

Institute, University of Illinois at Chicago.  Project: A study on a juvenile pilot 
program in Oak Park, IL aimed at curbing delinquency.  Conducted teenaged 
focus groups, library research, and wrote reports.  

 
1995-1997 Project Associate, Black/Latino Collaboration Project, School of Urban Planning 

and Policy, University of Illinois at Chicago.  Organized national conference, 
researched socio-demographic trends in Chicago’s Latino communities, prepared 
reports, and translated and transcribed interviews for book manuscript.  

 
1994-1995 Research Associate, Policy Research Action Group, Loyola University at 

Chicago, Chicago, IL.  Project: A study on a board-up program in a Southside 
Chicago neighborhood.  Duties included research, drafting reports, and 
conducting interviews with business and community leaders. 

 
Manuscripts in Preparation 

“Making a Strategic Difference: Latinos in the 2004 Illinois Elections, “ in Louis DeSipio 
and Rodolfo De la Garza, Latinos and the 2004 Elections (forthcoming). 

 
“Latinos and Municipal Employment in Chicago: An Assessment of Incorporation (1975-
2003). 

 
Professional Presentations 

“Illinois Latinos in the 2004 Elections: The Waiting Game Continues,” Paper presented 
at a conference entitled Latinos in the 2004 Elections held at the University of Texas Law 
School, February 2005.  
“Leverage without Influence: Latinos in Chicago’s Political Landscape (1975-1995).” 
Paper presented at the Reproduction of Race and Racial Ideologies Workshop, Center for 
the Study of Race, Politics, and Culture, University of Chicago, May 2003. 

 “Latinos and Municipal Employment in Chicago (1975-1995): A Substantive Benefit of 
Incorporation?” Paper presented at the American Political Science Association Annual 
Meeting, Boston, MA, August 2002. 
“The Changing Chicago Urban Landscape: Latinos in the 2000 Census.” Presented a 
seminar at the Institute for Research on Race and Public Policy, College of Urban 
Planning and Policy, UIC, April, 11, 2001.   



“Latinos in the 2000 Census:  Reconstructing the Ethnic Mosaic in Illinois,” Presentation 
given at the United States Hispanic Leadership Institute Midwest Annual Conference, 
Chicago, IL, May 2001. 
“Latino Mobilization Efforts: Intra-Group Differences in Chicago’s Latino Community,” 
Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 
April 2000. 
 

Other Presentations  
Panelist, “Black and Latino Relations in Chicago: Conflict or Partnership?” the 
National-Louis University, Chicago, Illinois.  Lecture series on Chicago: The Global 
City, cosponsored by Northwestern University, the University of Chicago, University of 
Illinois at Chicago, Loyola University Chicago, and Depaul University, February21, 
2005. 
 
Panelist, “Latino Scholarship and Community Engagement,” the Institute for Research 
on Race and Public Policy, College of Urban Planning and Policy, UIC, April 26, 2002.   
 
Panelist, “Latinos and Leadership in Chicago,” the University of Chicago’s Second 
Annual Commemoration of Cesar Chavez's Birthday, April 11, 2003. 

 
Courses Taught 
Introduction to Latino Studies (Northwestern University) 
Latino Politics in the United States (University of Chicago) 
Introduction to American Government (University of Illinois at Chicago) 
 
Research Interests 
Minority and Ethnic Politics in the U.S. 
Latino and Urban Politics 
Race and Citizenship 
 
 
Memberships 
American Political Science Association 
Midwest Political Science Association 
United States Hispanic Leadership Institute 
Midwest Consortium on Latino Research 
Chancellor’s Committee for the Status of Latinos, UIC 
Latin American Recruitment and Educational Services, UIC 
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