May it please the court, counsel, your honors, My name is 



 and I, along to my co-counselors Ryan Nolte, and Shahzeen Karim represent the defendant, Tyler Perry.  At one point or another, we’ve all done a jigsaw puzzle.  Now for a jigsaw puzzle to be complete, every piece needs to fit, and it needs to fit perfectly.  If there are any inconsistencies or missing pieces, the entire puzzle is incomplete.  But sometimes it’s hard to tell the difference and the details go unnoticed.  And maybe that’s ok if it’s just a puzzle you’re dealing with.  But what if we aren’t JUST working with pieces of cardboard…What if it’s a person.  Someone who could spend years in prison for a crime they did not commit.


Your honor in today’s case, the person caught up in the prosecution’s puzzle is Tyler Perry.  Now before I get into exactly what happened on the night in question, let me tell you a little bit about Mrs. Perry.  Mrs. Perry is a loving mother of two who balances the challenges of motherhood with a thriving professional career.  She’s married to K.C. Perry who she cared for and supported while he battled cancer. 


On October 22nd, 2004, Tyler and her husband were hosting a small get together at their house in Evanston.  Tyler had invited her friend and boss, Ryan Reynolds, and Ryan’s wife, Madison over for dinner.  The two families had been friends for quite some time now and would have dinner at each other’s homes almost every other week.  After dinner, at about 9:15 p.m. the two couples decided to go out on the back deck to have some more wine.  After looking around Tyler realized that there was no more wine left, and not wanting to disappoint her guests decided to go out and buy some.  Tyler left her house at about 9:30 p.m. and drove straight to the liquor store.  Since Evanston, her home town, is dry she drove to her friend Frankie’s liquor store in Freeport, about 20 minutes away.  She picked up a bottle of wine, left the store just after 10:00 p.m. and drove back home.  She arrived at home at about 10:20.  At some point during that night, Bailey Reynolds was kidnapped from her home.  Fortunately, she was found unharmed in the Hampton Hotel three days later.

Your honor in this case the prosecution bears the burden of proof.  They must prove, beyond a reasonable doubt, that on the night of October 22nd, 2004, Tyler Perry kidnapped Bailey Reynolds. After hearing the facts and evidence in today’s trial, it will become clear that this was not the case.

During the course of this trial I ask that you keep in mind three things that the evidence will show.  First, Tyler Perry didn’t have enough time to kidnap Bailey Reynolds on October 22nd, 2004.  Second, Tyler Perry had already received a job offer with an insurance plan that would cover her husband’s surgery prior to the kidnapping.  Third, Peyton Bralow, who wasn’t fully investigated, had the means, motive, and opportunity to commit the kidnapping. 

Today the defense will be calling three clear and credible witnesses.  First, you will hear from Frankie Gustavo, the owner of the liquor store that Tyler went to on the night in question.  Frankie will confirm Tyler’s presence at her store that night.  He will also tell us that Tyler didn’t leave his store until after 10:00 p.m.  Second, you will hear from Jordan Nathanson, an investigative auditor and criminal profiler with over 25 years of experience with the FBI.  Mr. Nathanson will tell us that Tyler Perry does not fit the profile of the suspected kidnapper.  He will also tell us that the investigation that led to Tyler’s arrest was incomplete.  Finally, you will hear from Tyler Perry.  She will give you a step by step account of what he did and where he was on October 22nd, 2004.  Most importantly, she will tell you that she did NOT kidnap Bailey Reynolds.


After hearing the facts and evidence in today’s case, it will become very clear that Tyler Perry did not kidnap Bailey Reynolds.  Every missing piece of the prosecutions’ puzzle represents reasonable doubt.  Just because he’s the only piece the prosecution could find, doesn’t make it ok to send an innocent, hard working woman to prison.  Accordingly, at the conclusion of this trial, we ask that you find Tyler Perry not guilty on all counts.  

