 
May it please the court, counsel, your Honors, my name is Shahzeen Karim and I, along with my co-counsel Karim Rajabali and Alana Zusis represent the people of the State of Midlands. Your honor, appearances can be deceiving. For example, it’s difficult to tell the difference between cubic zirconium and diamond. The consequences of mistaking one for the other could be quite disappointing. Also, the surface of a frozen lake may appear to be solid. But could crack with even the slightest pressure.  And how many of us have been deceived by someone we thought we knew? On October 22nd, 2004, the defendant, Tyler Perry, a close and trusted friend, deceived the Reynolds family by kidnapping their 13 year old daughter Bailey.

 
In 2003, defendant’s spouse, KC was diagnosed with Grade Four Astrocytoma, a deadly disease. The doctor’s gave KC two years to live if he did not receive an experimental surgery. Neither the defendant’s nor her spouses insurance would cover the $300,000 procedure.  Although they could not afford the procedure, she promised to get her husband the money, one way or another.
 
Just before Bailey Reynolds, the victim in today’s case, was kidnapped, the defendant asked Ryan Reynolds, the victim’s father, and a close friend, for a promotion at work.  When Mr. Reynolds denied the defendant a promotion she yelled and threatened him in his own home.  Despite the tense situation, the defendant appeared to have maintained her friendship with the Reynolds.

 
On October 22nd 2004, the Reynolds were invited by the defendant and her husband to have dinner at their home.  All of the sudden, the defendant became insistent upon leaving a dinner party she was hosting.  The defendant left alone, and was gone for over an hour.  During that time, Bailey Reynolds was kidnapped, blindfolded, and left in a bathroom at the Hampton Hotel.


 
Your honor, today we bear the burden of proof.  We must prove, beyond a reasonable doubt, that the defendant kidnapped Bailey Reynolds, knowingly restrained her under circumstances which exposed her to serious risk of injury, and that the defendant substantially interfered with Bailey’s liberty.  
In order to carry that burden, we will be calling three clear and credible witnesses. First, we will hear from Bailey Reynolds, who was kidnapped on October 22nd, 2004.  She will tell us about the horrifying events of that night.  She will also tell the court that while she was held captive she heard the defendant’s voice outside the room she was in.

Next, we will hear from Donny Walsh, an experienced crime scene investigator and lead detective in today’s case.  He will tell us that on the night of the kidnapping, Bailey Reynolds was drugged with a chemical barbiturate, chloroandromine and that this was the same drug found on the defendant’s steering wheel and car handle.  Detective Walsh will also testify to finding six strands of hair in the defendant’s vehicle which are a DNA match to Bailey Reynolds.

Finally you will hear from Peyton Bralow, the Reynolds’s babysitter, who will tell the court that she saw the defendant at the Hampton Hotel, right outside the room Bailey was being held captive.

Your honor, throughout the course of this trial, we ask that you keep in mind three things that the evidence will show.  First, the defendant needed $300,000 for her husband, K.C.’s experimental surgery without which she thought he would die.  Second, the same drug used to subdue Bailey on the night of her kidnapping was found on the defendant’s steering wheel and door handle.  And finally, the defendant suddenly left a dinner party she was hosting at her house for over an hour during the same time Bailey was kidnapped. 
 

Do not let the defense mislead into believing that Mrs. Perry is incapable of committing this crime solely based on appearances.  Because appearances can be deceiving and things aren’t always what they seem.  We are confident that at the conclusion of today’s trial, the evidence will show that the defendant had the means, the motive, and the opportunity to kidnap Bailey Reynolds on the night of October 22, 2004.  Accordingly, we ask that you find the defendant guilty of kidnapping in the first degree, felonious restraint in the third degree, and false imprisonment. 
