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Contemporary society has been dubbed the “knowledge society” largely due to the increased 
availability and accessibility of information in both professional and personal life contexts. This 
situation exacerbates the need to understand how people use information from multiple sources 
to accomplish their goals. Many of those goals involve solving some problem, answering some 
question, or conducting some type of inquiry. The analysis and synthesis of information from 
multiple sources is a complex comprehension skill often requires bringing a critical lens to the 
sense-making process. The presentation will focus on efforts to unpack the construct “multiple 
source comprehension” and construct a process model of it as well as empirical investigations of 
the efforts of young adolescents to use multiple text sources of information to address an inquiry 
question in the history domain. These efforts involve specifying the content structure of the 
sources, the relevance of information to the argument structure of the inquiry question.    
 


