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AUTHOR'S NOTE: Portions of this research were presented at the annual meeting of the
Southern Sociological Society, Charlotte, NC, 11-14 April 1985. I am indebted to Professor Joel
Smith, whose comments and criticisms, both substantive and stylistic, have considerably
facilitated the completion of this work. I am grateful to Marcia Spray for her kind and competent
assistance in preparing the tables and references for the final draft. I would also like to thank the

tWo editors of this volume for their useful suggestions on the final revision.
The 1981-82 data on the 16 cities used in this chapter have been updated for 1984-85 and

expanded'to cover 33 Chinese cities. These newer and more comprehensive data, currently being
analyzed in my dissertation and related research, will let one draw more general conclusions

about the giant cities and the urban hierarchy in China.


