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Why London?  

Like New York City, Chicago and other great cities, London is a cultural and historical melting pot. 

Like Chicago, one can feel the urban characteristics of London in all parts of the city; from the literary 

borough of Bloomsbury to the residential area of Chelsea. It's a city where you can hear five different 

languages spoken in the local supermarket, as a quarter of its residents belong to ethnic minorities. 

London is a center for world-class educational and government institutions, art galleries, museums and 

theatres. It's booming, expansive and confident. It's the perfect place to study the challenges of the 

modern metropolis.  

Program Description 

Dates: TBD 

The Great Cities London Program gives 20 UIC students the opportunity to compare and contrast urban 

issues in Chicago and London. The participants, a mixture of graduate and undergraduates, are selected 

on a competitive basis. Once selected, they attend several orientations in Chicago, during which they 

learn about various urban issues and the program as a whole. It is at this time that students are broken 

into research groups, based on similar interests such as health care, education and crime.  

Students then go to London for five weeks, where they meet with local experts to discuss urban issues 

through field trips and lectures - student often get to meet Members of Parliament in Parliament, tour 

neighborhoods in London, and visit locations such as Bath and Stonehenge. At the completion of the 

program, students submit a paper and conduct a presentation based on their comparative research.  

This program is subsidized by the Great Cities initiative, as well as by the Institute for the International 

Education of Students (IES), making this one of the most affordable programs offered through the 

Study Abroad Office. Financial Aid may be applied and many scholarships are available.  

Cost 

The following estimates are provided to help students in planning their budget. Costs can fluctuate as a 

result of changing exchange rates, tuition increases, varying personal expenses, etc.  



Program fee includes tuition, housing, orientation, field trips, international health insurance and a £100 

travel card. 

Program fee (TBD) will include the following:  

o       tuition for two courses (6 UIC credit hours)  

o       housing in central London  

o       bus tour of London and welcome reception  

o       field trips and one day trip to Oxford  

o       a £100 travel card  

o       international health insurance  

o       farewell dinner  

o       special features mentioned above  

 

Additional expenses may include: airfare to London, additional meals, personal expenses and optional 

travel. All students will receive a budget with a cost breakdown from their study abroad advisor.  

Program Deposit 

All applications must be accompanied by a $250 program fee deposit, which will be deducted from the 

final cost of the program. The deposit is non-refundable unless the program is cancelled or the student is 

not accepted (see application for more information). 

Eligibility 

Upper-division UIC undergraduate and graduate students with an interest in urban issues who have 

completed at least 12 hours of credit on campus and who are currently enrolled in a degree program are 

eligible to apply. Students must have an overall minimum UIC GPA of 2.5/ 4.0. Applications must be 

submitted to the Study Abroad Office on or before the deadline. 

 

                                       

 

Application deadline: February , 2009 

                        

 

 

For More Information, please contact:  

Irina Krymova  

UIC, Study Abroad Office (MC 227) 

502 University Hall, 601 South Morgan Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60607-7150 

(312) 413-7662 Fax (312) 996-9492 

 

 

 

 

mailto:krymova@uic.edu


Great Cities London 2009 Application Instruction Form  
 

Students must attend a First-Step meeting before applying to any study abroad program.  

After attending the First-Step and completing the application, please make an appointment 

with Irina Krymova for your advising meeting.  All application materials should be turned 

in at this meeting.  If you have questions regarding the program or application process, you 

are welcome to make a consultation meeting prior to application. 
 

 Fill out general UIC Study Abroad Application  
 

 Submit professor’s letter of recommendation. Recommendation letter form included.  
 

 Please note that you do NOT need to submit a general study abroad essay, instead 

please submit an essay of no more than 2 double-spaced pages which answers the 

following 3 questions: 
 

1)   How would your participation in the Great Cities London program enhance your 

academic and career goals? 
 

2) What urban issue(s) are of particular interest to you (crime and safety, economic 

development, education, health and social services, housing and urban development and/or 

government and community participation)?  Why?  Is there a specific issue(s) you would 

like to study and research in London? 
 

3) How would you evaluate your ability to work with a diverse group of students and 

successfully contribute to a team project? 
 

 Administrative Fee and Program Deposit 

Applications must be accompanied by a non-refundable program fee deposit of 

$250, made payable to UIC Study Abroad Office.  The amount of the deposit will 

be deducted from the cost of the program.  If the program is cancelled or if the 

applicant is not admitted, the fee will be refunded.   

Please note that the second program deposit of $250 will be due on TBD.  

Also due at the time of application is a non-refundable administrative fee of 

$85, payable to UIC Study Abroad Office. 

If a check is returned due to insufficient funds, the applicant will be responsible 

for the amount of the check, plus any applicable service fees. 

 Submit a copy of your current resume (list any extra-curricular activities, awards, 

honors, and/or university recognition; list recent work experience, internships or 

other relevant information)  
 

 Submit a copy of your current UIC transcript with Fall 2008 grades.  
     

RETURN TO: 
 

Irina Krymova 

UIC Study Abroad Office (M/C 227) 

502 University Hall 

601 South Morgan Street 

Chicago, IL 60607-7105 

phone (312) 413-7662   fax (312) 996-9492 

Email  krymova@uic.edu 

 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  February, 2009 

mailto:sao@uic.edu


PROFESSORôS LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 
 

 

Name of Applicant: _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

To the student:  Please sign the authorization below and give this form to a professor who knows you well and has taught you, 

preferably in your major.    

 

I hereby authorize ______________________________________________________________ to complete this form. 

 

Under the provision of the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I waive my right for access to this 

recommendation and understand that the information provided will be used only for the purpose for which it was prepared. 

 

______ YES     _____  NO     _______________________________________________________________________ 

  Student's signature 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
To the professor:  The individual named above has applied for the GREAT CITIES LONDON study abroad program.  We 

would appreciate your careful assessment of this student's intellectual ability and academic motivation, past performance, 

maturity, and his/her potential for successfully adjusting to life and study abroad.  Please mail or deliver this completed form to 

the UIC Study Abroad Office (M/C 227), 502 University Hall, 601 South Morgan Street, Chicago, Il 60607-7105.  Thank 

you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

How long have you known the applicant?      _____  Recommend without reservation  

        _____  Recommend with reservation  

        _____   I do not recommend 

Among all students you have taught,           

how would you rate this applicant     Name (please print) 

on a combined measure of academic          

personal promise?        Signature  Date 

_____  Top 10%            

_____  Upper 25 %      Position or Title 

_____  Upper 50%                         

                   Department 

             
        Telephone number 

 
 

 


