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Supporting Teachers Supporting Teaching ST2 Mentor 
 Observation Form:

 Subject Specific Consultation
	Mentor:
	

	Mentor Consultant Name:
	

	Date of Observation:
	

	School:
	

	Teacher Observed:
	

	 Grade Level/ Number:
	

	Subject Area Focus

(circle one):
	   Mathematics 

History/Social Studies

   Science


English/Language Arts




Please focus your observations on one specific subject/content area. Attached are the set of Illinois Professional Teaching Standards required of beginning teachers in relation to Content Knowledge. Please use this checklist of standards to help focus your observations, looking for evidence of teaching to the standards or areas where teaching falls short of meeting these requirements.

During your classroom observation today, please select a specific event that you feel is particularly relevant to teaching to the standards in the content area, in which you choose to focus. Though the entire observation is important, please select one piece of the observation to describe closely and analyze carefully. Think of an event as something a new teacher says or does as he or she works in the classroom that relates to the content area of focus. For example, you may note an event where a teacher was effective in content instruction, or the event may be chosen to illustrate a missed opportunity related to content instruction to improve teaching. 
Please fill-out the attached form as follows:
1.   Description of the event (Left Column, page 2) during class
2. Analysis of the event (Right Column, page 2) and note the IPTS indicators to which the event applies (page 3) soon after class
3. Meet with mentor consultant after each paired visit
4. Mentor and Mentor consultant will fill out new insights and the “goals and next steps” (page 4) during their consultation

ST2 Mentor Observation Form:

 Subject Specific Consultation
	Description of the Event
(what happened):
	Post-Observation Analysis
(why the event is relevant to considerations of the specific subject area):

	
	


ST2 Mentor Observation Form:

 Subject Specific Consultation
Relation of Teaching Event to Illinois Professional Teaching Standards IPTS: 

Please use the indicators below to note along which dimensions the selected event illustrates areas of strength (+) or areas that need attention (-) in meeting professional teaching standards related to technology, culture/community or content specific knowledge. 

Standard 1 - Content Knowledge:

The teacher demonstrates an understanding of the central concepts, methods of inquiry, and structures of the discipline by creating learning experiences that make the content meaningful to all students.

	+/-
	Standard
	Indicator

	
	A
	Designs learning experiences to promote student skills in the use of technologies appropriate to the discipline.

	
	B
	Uses differing viewpoints, theories, "ways of knowing" and methods of inquiry in teaching subject matter concepts.

	
	C
	Anticipates and adjusts for common misunderstandings of the discipline(s) that impede learning.

	
	D
	Uses a variety of explanations and multiple representations of concepts that capture key ideas to help students develop conceptual understanding.

	
	E
	Facilitates learning experiences that make connections to other content areas and to life and career experiences.

	
	F
	Evaluates teaching resources and curriculum materials for their comprehensiveness, accuracy, and usefulness for representing particular ideas and concepts.

	
	G
	Engages students in generating and testing knowledge according to the process of inquiry and standards of evidence of the discipline.

	
	H
	Designs learning experiences and utilizes adaptive device/technology to provide access to general curricular content to individuals with disabilities.


Goals/next steps for the mentees for teaching in this subject area:

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	


ST2 Mentor Observation Form:

 Subject Specific Consultation
Please fill out this section while discussing the event with the mentor consultant.
	New thoughts on mentoring in teaching subject specific knowledge (please specify your subject area of focus):________________________
 (During conversation with mentor consultant)

	


Goals or next steps for mentoring in teaching subject specific knowledge:  
	1
	

	2
	

	3
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                                                                   Mentor Consultation
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