Flu Update - Please Read Carefully

To all graduating students: 

We are about to celebrate the completion of studies by nearly 6,800 members of our community through 16 major events.  All universities are considering a variety of approaches to commencement, including not holding their ceremonies.  We have decided to proceed with our ceremonies but, in light of the ongoing concerns regarding the influenza A-H1N1 outbreak (“swine flu”), the University is taking precautions to protect the welfare of students and their guests.

First, we ask that people respect the recommendations issued by the Centers for Disease Control regarding spread of the flu: http://www.cdc.gov/swineflu/swineflu_you.htm. If you or any of your guests are exhibiting flu-like symptoms (fever, cough, sore throat, body aches, headache, chills and fatigue) we request that you or your guest(s) not attend the ceremonies. We ask this out of respect for the health of others attending.

Second, since direct contact is one of the ways flu viruses spread we have decided for everyones’ protection to forgo the traditional congratulatory handshakes as you come forward to be recognized.

Finally, we will have hand sanitizer available at all the ceremonies. Feel free to use this as needed, particularly before and after you have direct contact with others.

These precautions do not diminish the excitement of this occasion or the tremendous accomplishments you have achieved as students. The University community looks forward to celebrating with you over the next several days.

