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A NOTE FROM DEAN BOTTOMS

Dear Honors College -
Students, Faculty, Alumni, and E
Friends: )

Dean Janet Madia and | just
attended the National Council
of Honors College conference
in Washington, DC, and it
reinforced firsthand what |
already knew: The UIC Honors
College is one of the strongest
in the nation - offering
programs, opportunities, and
student support that many
other programs can’t begin to
match. For that, we can credit our past leaders,
the support of our present university
administration, the Honors College Staff
members, and every single one of YOU. Every
student, every faculty member, every volunteer
supporter: You contribute the talent that makes
this college - and this university - stronger than
it ever would be otherwise.

As always, this edition of the Ampersand
showcases opportunity after opportunity for
Honors students (including the opportunity
seized by the Ampersand’s excellent student
staff of producing this newsletter). For example,
over 200 faculty and students attended the
HCAB luncheon a few weeks ago. The soul food
took me back to my childhood in the South,

s,

"5 where there wasn’t much
difference a few decades ago
between the foods cooked in
white and African American
farm kitchens.

Our curriculum certainly
3 reflects honors opportunity.
w Our spring semester is marked
by a strong set of courses
N organized by Associate Dean

Dean Bette L. Bottoms & ﬁc-)rgan Laura Junker, to whom we bid
D’Organ at the luncheon

a fond farewell this semester
as she moves to a similar
position in the Graduate
College. We’'re offering more core courses than
ever, such as “Chicago, An Urban Geography” in
which Professor Solzman will help students
explore our vibrant and socioculturally complex
city, and “Religion and Politics” in which
Professor Graber and students will study how
leaders of these two intertwined institutions
struggle over public policies. We're also offering
many unique one-credit seminars on topics
ranging from “Edgar Allen Poe” (Professor
Schejbal) and “Supreme Court & the Bill of
Rights” (Professor Caporusso) to “International
Affairs: A Diplomatic Perspective” (Professor
Lerner).

All the best wishes for much success as you
finish the semester, and for a wonderful holiday
season beyond!

CATERING TO STUDENTS’ NEEDS, LITERALLY!
]OSEPH ESPARAZ

With the semester more than half way over, the Honors College Advisory Board (HCAB) recently held
the highly anticipated Faculty/Fellow/Student Luncheon. Bringing together many members of the
honors community was the smell of rotisserie chicken, macaroni & cheese, vegetable lasagna,
cornbread, and collard greens. These food items, alongside a few other delicious dishes, made up
the main spread of this semester’s “soul food” themed luncheon. With a few hundred students and
faculty members stopping through, HCAB members were busy serving up plates of this wonderful
food. As always, the luncheon filled the Honors College with a lively and fun atmosphere.

Accompanying the luncheon was the Organ Donation Drive and “Morgan-D-Organ” herself. With
the help of the “hard-to-miss” inflatable liver filling the lounge, more than 20 Honors College
students took the time to register as an organ donor in lllinois. And, in case anyone missed this
opportunity, another drive will be happening in the upcoming spring semester.

(Continued on page 6)
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NOTES FROM THE OFFICEOF SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAMS

Wondering what opportunities are available as the semester winds down? Remember - OSSP will assist students with any national
scholarships listed here or ones that you bring to our attention! In addition, OSSP Director Beth Powers holds an Honors 201 Seminar every
spring semester that Honors College students interested in applying for national awards can take to begin to develop the tools required in
putting together an application. Here is your guide to the Honors 201 seminar, and some nationally competitive scholarships and
fellowships that might suit you:

Honors 201 Seminar, “Scholarship and Fellowship Forum, Spring 2010 - The goal of the class is to help students develop the kinds of
thinking skills that will enable them to prepare to compete for nationally competitive awards and for prestigious graduate/professional
programs. The class will touch on career preparation, personal and professional goals, professional writing, developing relationships with
faculty/mentors, and interviewing.

Glamour Magazine Top 10 College Women Competition - Recognizes 10 outstanding female juniors across all disciplines in the United
States and Canada. Women are judged based on leadership experience, personal involvement in community and campus affairs, and
academic excellence. Winning applicants receive a $3,000 cash prize and a three-night trip to New York City for a photo shoot included in
an issue of Glamour.

Deadline - December 1, 2009. Application materials can be downloaded at:

http://www.glamour.com/about/top-10-college-women

National Security Education Program (NSEP) Boren Undergraduate Scholarship - Awards scholarships to continuing undergraduate students
who are U.S. citizens for study in world regions and of languages critical to U.S. interests. Scholarships are available for study year-round, an
academic semester or summer study (Note: Summer Study limited to students in sciences, mathematics, engineering and technology).
Scholarship amounts range from $2,500-$20,000 depending on the length of study and expenses associated with the program.

Campus Deadline - December 4, 2009. You must apply through OSSP.

National Deadline - February 10, 2010

Website: http://www.borenawards.org

Carnegie Endowment Junior Fellows Program - Salaried research fellowship position for one year at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, a think tank in Washington, DC. Approximately 8-10 fellowships are awarded annually. Applicants must either be
graduating seniors or students who have completed their bachelor's degree within the past academic year. Junior Fellows provide research
assistance to Associates working on projects such as non-proliferation, democracy building, Middle East political reform, trade &
environment, economics, international security, South Asian politics, China-related issues, and Russian and Eurasian affairs.

Campus Deadline - December 4, 2009. You must apply through OSSP.

National Deadline - January 15, 2010

Website: http://www.carnegieendowment.org/about/index.cfm?fa=jrfellows

Critical Languages Scholarship - Provides a full-expenses award to participate in group-based intensive language instruction and structured
cultural enrichment experiences for 7-10 weeks over the summer at language institutes abroad. Must be a U.S. citizen and have completed
at least one year of university study by the time you attend the language institute in summer 2010. Deadline - December 19, 2009.
Application opens November 9, 2009.

Website: http://www.clscholarship.org

Eligible languages include:

e Arabic: Advanced beginning, intermediate or advanced level;
e  Bangla/Bengali, Hindi, Indonesian, Korean, Punjabi, Turkish, or Urdu: beginner, intermediate or advanced level;

e Azerbaijani, Chinese, Japanese, Persian**, or Russian: intermediate or advanced level.
**Students of Persian must be graduating seniors or current graduate students only.

USA Today All-USA College Academic Team - Annual program honoring full-time undergraduates at four-year colleges, who not only excel
academically but extend their reach beyond the classroom to benefit society. The awards are open to full-time undergraduates of at least
junior standing. Students must be nominated by their schools (not necessarily by OSSP - a professor, mentor or advisor can nominate you).
The top 20 students are designated members of USA TODAY's All-USA College Academic First Team; they will be featured in USA TODAY in
March and will receive trophies and cash awards of $2,500. Additional students are names to the second and third teams, as well as
honorable mentions.

Deadline - January 29, 2010. Students should consider applying through OSSP.

Website - https://www.all-usanomination.com/

Questions? Contact OSSP at ssp@uic.edu or 312-355-2477.
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THE LAST LECTURE SERIES

On Tuesday, October 20th, Dr. Joel Brown, a
renowned authority on squirrels and biology
professor at UIC, spoke to a rapt audience in a
packed lllinois Room as a part of the Last
Lecture Series co-hosted by the Honors
College, the Vice Provost for Undergraduate
Affairs, and Campus Housing. This Last
Lecture was modeled after that of Dr. Randy
Pausch, a former computer science professor
at Carnegie-Mellon, and is the first part of a
series of lectures with similar themes to
Pausch’s: passion, dreams, life, and death.
The Last Lecture was also the book that all
incoming freshmen were required to read last
summer.

Brown’s lecture was focused on how his
life’s experiences and opportunities have led
him to develop deep connection with nature that is reflected in
his research and his view of the world. Brown sees growing up
in Zimbabwe as a free, curious, and spirited child with
adventurous and humanitarian parents as the starting point of
his unique career. After finishing high school in Zimbabwe (then
Rhodesia), Brown applied and was admitted into Pomona
college in California where he started as a chemistry major. But,
as he puts it, his “reluctance to follow instructions” made for
many a runaway organic chemistry experiment and so he
switched to economics and then to ecological research tracking
forest fires in southern California. This research led him to
foster a lifelong love of the outdoors.

After studying ecology further at the University of Arizona,
Professor Brown accepted a teaching position at UIC in 1987,
before which he spent a year researching in Israel, forging a
connection that would lead to a research lab complete with an
aviary to mimic the natural conditions of the desert in an
experimental setting. At UIC, he teaches BIOS 331 (Ecology), of

Dr. Joel Brown

SASIDHAR MADUGULA

which the best part for him he says is
“combining ideas with nature” and “seeing my
students in the outdoors.” He has also trained
21 PhD students and currently has 12 post-
graduates under him.

Next, Brown detailed his research interests:
“I am mainly interested in the game theory of
evolution.” He went on to explain that following
the “fear trails” of animals allows for a deeper
level of understanding of the environment. For
! example, on the UIC campus itself he placed
feeders for squirrels both under and away from
trees to see where the squirrels where most
comfortable feeding. Not surprisingly, the
feeders under trees are always emptier. Going
further, Brown studied the behaviors of two
different types of squirrels in the area: the fox
squirrel and the gray squirrel. By using what he calls “Mickey’s
Dilemma” of predator risk assessment, he was ale to model the
behaviors of the two species accurately, experiments that
produced interesting revelations about the ecology of deserts
from his lab in Israel to the relationship between leopards and
sheep in the Himalayas. His studies of risk have led to his
conclusion that “Next time anyone says ‘that’s too risky,” they’re
telling you something about themselves”. His last experience
in the Himalayas in Nepal among the majestic snow leopards he
described in detail as an informative and unforgettable
experience among others in his life and generalized these
experiences to the audience. He stressed the importance of
doing what one loves to do throughout life and sees his work as
a place where “all the different strings of his childhood come
together.” As he concluded, “In a life well lived, almost
everything will look as though it had purpose.” Certainly
valuable advice for all of us on how to live, work, and play,
ideally at the same.

A CELEBRATION OF UIC

SERGIO SOCITE

On Thursday, October 22nd, Campus Programs hosted he annual UIC Cultural Fest. Every day at UIC is a day for the celebration of
different cultures but this day was a special gathering. The lllinois room was packed, leaving no empty chairs, and it was standing

room only.

Various student organizations competed with one another in dance routines to win prizes for their student group. Each represented
different ethnic and cultural groups, which exhibited the diversity of UIC. There were about 8 groups that competed against one
another in a dance-off. These included Greek, Indian, Pakistani, and Filipino dances. The dancing group that won the third place
prize, Primo Dance Troupe, performed a hip-hop-inspired dance created in New York. Dhammal finished in second place with a strong
performance that had a fun style of dance fusion. The first place team, Bhangra, won with unique dancing and performance that

originated from India.

Mike Crehan, director of the event, was pleased with the turn out and the crowd’s reaction. “T he crowd had a lot of energy and
everyone who participated had fun.” The audience showed (and vocalized!) an incredible amount of support for each group that

performed, which made the event more exciting to watch.
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MOQUEGUA, PERU, As WE KNEW IT
HILARY LEATHEM & LISA ZHANG

For several years now, UIC has, in
conjunction with the University of Florida
and the Field Museum, offered students an
exclusive look at archaeology through the
Project Contisuyo Field School. Project
Contisuyo, based in Moquegua, Peru, was
first proposed several decades back by Dr.
Michael E. Moseley, a famous archaeologist
known for his extensive work in Peru. The
project brought a local museum, research
facilities, and archaeology to the little town
and heightened interest in the local people’s
ancient past.

The field school is directed by Dr. Donna
Nash, a professor at UIC and an adjunct
curator at the Field Museum, whose
interests lie in the Wari empire and state-
societies in southern Peru. Having studied
under Dr. Moseley, Dr. Nash was able to form this field school, and
give undergraduate students the opportunity to dig at the
mountainous site of Cerro Mejia, where she herself is currently
conducting research.

Last summer, seven students, including the two of us, attended
the field school. The program began on the 13th of June and we
were directed to leave Chicago early on the 12t in order to arrive at
a reasonable time the next day. The trip was almost a 24-hour
ordeal, as it consisted of long layovers in Mexico City and Lima, with
technical difficulties at the latter locale. Upon our arrival in
Arequipa, Peru’s second-largest city, we met with the field school’s
two teaching assistants and took a four hour-long, shaky cab ride
down to the village of Moquegua. Moquegua is located near the
southern tip of Peru, in close proximity to the borders of both
Bolivia and Chile. Itis a quaint, dusty village, situated on the edge
of the Atacama Desert, the driest desert in the world. With the
exception of people, dogs, a couple of trees and cacti, it can be
assumed to be devoid of life.

After getting acquainted with Moquegua, the Contisuyo Museum's
lab and our apartment, we started working at a new site on Cerro

Hilary Leathem (front, left) and
Lisa Zhang (back, right)

“% Mejia, a mountain about 40 minutes from
the village center. Typically, we would wake
up at 5:30 am, throw on our field clothes,

~ rub on SPF 90 sunscreen, eat a quick
breakfast of bread and jam and then jump in
the combie, a small Peruvian van that

| managed to haul 14 of us to Cerro Mejia.

-"" Since this site had never been excavated
before, we spent the first few days preparing
it by marking off 1 by 1 meter square plots of
land and drawing aerial views of the terrain.
1 | The students and teaching assistants split
~ into two teams to excavate two adjacent
;\ rooms. The excavation process was difficult
! at times and required ample patience. After
digging a bucket of sediment, we had to
meticulously screen the material for pieces
of bone, shell, quartz, obsidian, ceramic
pottery and other valuable cultural
materials. The materials we were looking for had been in the desert
environment for so long, they were often extremely fragile. Some of
the most interesting finds were arrow points made out of obsidian,
a semi-precious glassy stone that can come in a variety of colors.

When we were not on the mountain or doing lab work, we got the
unique opportunity to explore Moquegua and the surrounding
areas. Although the village is small, it has a bustling market place,
an artisan market full of handmade crafts, and several bakeries
that always had our favorite Peruvian desserts. We think all of the
students on the trip would agree that anything with manjar, a
chocolaty, Nutella-like filling, is delicious. On the weekends, we
made several excursions to nearby cities like llo, known for its
beautiful beaches, Arica, a famous surfing town in Chile and
Arequipa, a town with breathtaking architecture, cathedrals and
museums.

During our five week stay, we were able to learn all of the steps to
excavate a new site from scratch, work with amazing people who
will be promising archaeologists someday, and explore some of the
vibrant culture and history of the local area. Looking back, we really
enjoyed our time in Peru and treasure the amazing experience.

STUDENT ORGANIZATION SPOTLIGHT: FEEL GOOD

GREGORY PRATT

If you've ever had a grilled cheese sandwich inside Burnham Hall, you’ve felt good, which is appropriate since the organization that
makes them is called FeelGood. And they're doing good work you should check out.

FeelGood is a student organization that works to raise awareness of global hunger issues on campus while selling grilled cheese
sandwiches to raise money. All funds raised by the organization go toward a group called “HungerProject,” which teaches people how

to improve their lives and grow their own food.

The number of people that are hungry in the world is astonishing. Over 840 million people in the world are malnourished; more than
153 million of them are children who aren’t even kindergarten-age yet. Six million of those children die each year as a result of

hunger.

If you'd like to help, you should contact FeelGood’s President, Frank Lee, at flee7@uic.edu. For more information, check out their

website at http://sites.google.com/site/feelgooduic/

At the very least, you should buy one of their delicious gourmet grilled cheese sandwiches at their next sale, which will be early in

the spring semester.
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Focus ON A FELLOW: ISAAC BALBUS

Looking at the political cartoons and
humorous quotes that grace the door to
Professor Isaac Balbus’ office, you might
never guess that one of the most
challenging professors at UIC waits inside.
Professor Isaac Balbus, often affectionately
referred to as Ike, has been teaching at UIC
in the Political Science Department for 26
years. He has been a fellow for six years.
You might think that the professor who
would occupy such an office would be

laid-back or easygoing, but after entering his
office the scenery will show you how serious
he is. All of the shelves are lined with well
worn books while stacks of files and
research line his desk as if he is constantly in the middle of intense
study. | came to learn that he was, in fact,writing a book.

For those of you that have had the experience of being in Prof.
Balbus’ class, you will find that his new book is a compilation of his
lectures presented in Political Science 190: Scope of Political
Science. Prof. Balbus uses an interdisciplinary approach to
teaching. He believes that many people have a narrow view of
politics and a more “holistic” and interdisciplinary approach
“encourages students to think both imaginatively and rigorously
about the legal-institutional, socio-economic, and cultural-
psychological dimensions of political life.” He criticizes the fact that
disciplinary specialization has the effect of discouraging critical
thinking and does not help students to think of the connections
between politics and their own personal lives.

In addition to using a holistic approach to thinking and teaching,
Prof. Balbus does not believe in giving standard tests. Those of you
who think that the absence of exams translates to an easy course
are sadly mistaken. Instead of using exams as a way to evaluate a
student’s performance and understanding of the material he uses
papers or essays instead, which are much more challenging in my
opinion. He explains that he is more interested in “students
showing that they know how to think” because there is “too much
emphasis on students parroting back what professors say.” When
asked whether he thinks that teaching students to think
independently is the point of getting a college education, Prof.
Balbus gives a simple answer he has often heard from his own
students: “duh.” After taking his class | found that every aspect of

Professor Isaac Balbus

MICHELLE ZETEK

my life was affected or influenced by
politics. His approach to teaching helped me
| think critically about ideas and theories and
relate them to my personal life, which
helped me to achieve a much deeper
understanding of not only the material
presented in class but of my own life as
well.

| wondered what led Prof. Balbus to use
such an approach in his classes. He pointed
to his experiences as an undergraduate
student at Colby College in Maine and a
graduate student at University of Chicago
during the 1960s. He took a one year
course in the history of political thought and
immediately “fell in love with it.” The decade that he spent in
college earning a bachelors and graduate degree was a politically
controversial one. The antiwar, women'’s and civil rights movement
provided an interesting background for his studies in Political
Science. During this time students, like Prof. Balbus, linked their
studies with the political and social struggles that they were
committed to. His experience as a college student during the
turbulent 60s led him to ask “why difference gets transformed into
hierarchical opposition?” and “how does one overcome that
domination?”

One could say that it was the answers to these important
questions that prompted Prof. Balbus to pursue a PhD in Political
Science. His research and publications focus on psychoanalysis,
feminism, ecology, and critical theory in an effort to learn how
political movements overcome domination. Prof. Balbus actually
practices what he preaches, or rather teaches. His book
“Emotional Rescue: The Theory and Practice of a Feminist Father”
is a synthesis of feminist mothering theory and psychoanalytic
theories of narcissism while reflecting on problems in his personal
child rearing practice. His book is an example of what he teaches
in his Political Science 190 class, namely that our personal lives
are interconnected with politics.

For those of you interested in taking in one of Prof. Balbus’
classes | suggest you do so in the near future because he will be
retiring after Spring 2010 in order to devote more time for family
and himself. He will be teaching one class per semester for the
next two years.

Qualified Honors College students are available to help you in almost every subject. A great advantage of the Honors College
tutoring program is that the student who is helping you with the topic did very well in the class, understands the material, and just
might have had the same instructor!

Hard copies of the schedule are in the literature rack across the from the Honors College front desk. The online version is available
at: http:/ | www.nic.edu/ honors/ learning/ documents/ finaltutoringschedule9909.pdf

The Honors College Tutoring Program takes place Monday through Friday, between the hours of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Tutoring
center is located on the second floor of Burnbam Hall in Room 220 BH.  You do not need an appointment; tutoring is free and
available to every UIC student.

For questions on the program, contact the Honors College tutoring coordinator: Prashansa Sharma at psharmad(@uic.edn
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THE BEST PART OF BEING A UIC STUDENT
ANGELICA ALONSO

Alternative Spring Break is celebrating its 11t Anniversary this Spring semester and is stronger than
ever! ASB has inspired many students here on campus to create their own organizations after
volunteering on a trip and has taught our volunteers how we can make a difference in our society.

| can recall my first trip like it was yesterday. | anxiously waited in the atrium for the infamous 15
passenger van to arrive with my site leader and met some of the most amazing students at UIC. On my
first trip, | can recall not packing our luggage well on the way to Philadelphia and sitting three people to
a seat in a fifteen passenger van with eight volunteers. It was a 16 hour drive to Philadelphia and the
best way | could have spent my birthday.

Ever since my first trip, | have spent my birthday with 9 different people in a community grateful for
our service. We were staying in West Philly and volunteering for the organization Metropolitan Area
Neighborhood Nutrition Alliance (MANNA). MANNA helps impoverished and disabled people that are
tackling a variety of diseases within the Philadelphian community receive nutritional meals. That Winter
break we helped cook and package hundreds of meals—breakfast, lunch and dinner—and we personally
delivered dinner to their clients. This was probably the most exciting part of the day, even though | get
car sick, because the clients would open the door with a huge smile, greet us with a hug and would
welcome us in to their homes.

This is just one of the possibilities we offer every Winter and Spring break. This winter, we are offering
eleven different volunteer trips and each one is unique:

Habitat for Humanity (Issue: Housing Development)

La Union del Pueblo Entero (Issue: Migrant/Farm Workers Rights, Rural Poverty, Community
Development)

Gait to Success (Issue: Disability/Animal)

Harvest Time International (Issue: Urban Poverty)

Jungle Friends and Primary Sanctuary (Issue: Animal Rights)

Jewel Cave National Monument Custer (Issue: Environmental Preservation)
Harvest Farm (Issue: Rehabilitation and Homelessness)

Morgan Scott Project (Issue: Affordable Housing/ Rural Poverty)

Frontier Nursing Service (Issue: Rural Healthcare and Poverty)

Wesley Community Centers (Issue: Senior Citizens and Low-Income Housing)
Samaritan House (Issue: Urban Poverty)

Check out our website, http://www.asbuic.org, for more information on each of the trips.

(Continued from page 1)

Not to be overshadowed by these two events, many Honors College students and faculty members
took a break from school and had a night out in the city. These individuals were lucky enough to get
their hands on discounted tickets to the classic Broadway play “Cats.” Luckily for everyone, more
Broadway in Chicago shows are on the way. So keep an eye out.

Last, but definitely not least, HCAB wants to CONGRATULATE Deb Happ and Meredith Maresh for
being selected as HCAB’s Freshman Representatives. These two freshmen were chosen from the nearly
30 applicants that applied this fall semester. They will participate with the planning process for the 17t
Annual Honors College Ball, as well as help freshmen have a voice in the Honors College. So once
again, congratulations to Deb and Meredith!

Hopefully you didn’t miss any of these great events, but if so, keep an eye out for the next amazing
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