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Important Upcoming Dates Sowe' vegraduated...now what?
April 30: HCAB 3 on 3 Basket- by AdaMoadsiri
ball Tournament
mg; 27 E‘::li s College Springisintheair and senioritis* hastaken hold of many Honors College

Convocation students. With graduation comesawonderful fegling of accomplishment and the

May 7: Last Day to turnin desireto stop studying and run freely throughout our beautiful city. Asour under-
Completion forms! graduate careerscometo an end, many of ushaveawiderange of plansfor the
June 1 Summer Session future
begins Many studentschooseto continuetheir schoolinginavariety of fidds. A
few of our classmateswill begoing on to professiona school including Hemant
Focuson a Fdlow: Mehtawho will beentering the UIC College of Medicinethisfall and Asad Jaledl
Richard L. Nelson, Jr., M .D. whowill beattending UIUC' s College of Medicine. ThereseMoussaand

“Enjoy life,” say thegreatest

. Bethlynn Saberbeinwill be classmatesat the UIC College of Dentistry.
by Judy Liu SomeHonors College graduateswill be continuing their educational
“career ingraduate school. AnnaSachdevawill bestudying professional writingin
graduate school. SophiaKowalczyk hasaspirationsto becomea Certified Public

minds, in oneform or another. An

enjoyablelifeseemsto belong only to

thosewho

conformtoa“normal” job. Thelifeof a
typical doctor today isgeneraly thought

tobeonly

lifeof only school. But my fellow says
that shouldn’t be so.

Dr. Richard Nelsonisthe Chief
of Gastrointestinal Surgery atthe
Universty of lllinoisHospitd. Asa

surgeon, h

and specifi
bottoms.”

So we've graduated...cont. on page 2

—aT e _—

travel frequently and do not

his’her work, after yearsof a

e enjoystaking careof people 4 .

cally treets” patientswith sore “ AbovetheCity Lights’ A Sparkling Success!
Inadditionto surgery, Dr.

Nelson also researchesasan active by Kunjali Padhya

member of the Cochrane Collaboration,
aninternational non-profit organization, OnMarch 13, 2004, over 300 UI C students, faculty and staff enjoyed an

which heintroducedtohisstudentslast € egant evening on the 80th floor of Chicago’slandmark Aon Center. The 11th
semester in an Honors Collegeclass. Annua HonorsCollegeBall dinner dance event was once again agreat SUCCess,

thanksinno small partto al of thosewho attended. The entire evening was student-
planned and student-run, with the Honors College Advisory Board overseeing every

Focuson aFellow cont.. on page 3 detail. Above the City Lights cont. on page 2



Above the City Lights, cont. frompage 1

Theevent washeld at the historic
Mid-America Club, an exclusive and
uniquelocation with 360 degree views of
Lake Michigan and the Chicago skyline.
The evening began in the Club’s Girill
Room, whereguestsenjoyed cocktailsand
bid onitemsat theslent auction. The Grill
Room provided viewsof the Chicagoriver,
dyed green that day for the city’s St.
Patrick’sDay celebrations! A string quar-
tet provided wonderful accompaniment to
Itheconvers%ati onof theminglingguests. The
festivitiesthen moved to the aptly named
Burnham Bdlroom, wherethe string quar-
tet continued to entertain with such favor-
itesasthetango from thefilm*“ Scent of a
Woman”. Thethree-course gourmet mea
included salad, Chicken Florentine

wrapped inapuff pastry, and auniquethree
part dessert sampler: afruit tart, chocolate

JenniferKosco, Daniela Witkowski, & Ball Chair
Kunjali Padhya are all smiles at the successful event

Beonthe
lookout!
The Honors College
Advisory Board (HCAB)
isin the process of set-
ting up a brand new schol-
arship, available to Honors
College students! Applica-
tions will be available
early Fall semester for
the scholarship to be
awarded during that
semester!
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moussetower, and cheesecake “ bee-
hive.” DJsH& H Entertainment then
provided an eclectic mix of classic
rock, 80s and recent favorites for
dancing. Both studentsand faculty re-
ported having an excellent time, and
commented ontheuniquelocationand
excellent view. Theslent auctionwas
alsoagreat success, raising morethan
$3,000for anupcoming HCAB schol -
arship and student organization Project
Esteem. Picturesfrom the event can
beviewed by following thelink from
the Honors College webpage at
www.hc.uic.edu. For moreinformation
on Project Esteem, please visit
www.projectesteem.org. Thankstoall
those who attended and helped plan
theball for making it arousing suc-
cess!

Thingsl’'veLearnedin

ThreeYears
by Cynthia Kay

Frommy arrivd a UlCasacludess
freshman, to my imminent departure
next week, | fed that | havelearned
alot in my three years here. I've
learned things about myself, UIC,
people, andlife. Someareamusing,
othershumbling, but all priceless.
Here are some of thethings| have
learned duringmy timehereat UIC:

» Chicagohasanextensve
Public Trangportation
System, might aswell use
it. (The#8, 37, and 60
areuseful)

* Carsonlyyieldto pedes
trianswhen thepeopleare
bigger thanthecar.

* BSB hasacomputer labin
itsbasement! | know—it
hasabasement?

* Doyour laundry whenyou
gtill have clothestowesar
should anything happento
thewasher or dryer.

ThingsI’ve Learned, cont. on page 4
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So we've graduated, cont. from page 1

Accountant and will be attending gradu-
ateschool a Notre Dame University
through Ernst and Young'sY MPpro-
gram.

After yearsof studying, Cherrie
Ortiz haschosentotravel to the Philip-
pinesthissummer with her son before
continuingwith school or work. Gaining
work experienceisavery important
aspect tofully understanding any par-
ticular fieldinwhichastudent may
chooseto enter. Erin EWigginswill be
continuing her work asaPhysical
Therapist Aide beforemoving ontothe
Doctor of Physical Therapy program at
UIC. December 2003 graduate Nina
Patel isworking asamicrobiologist for
Silliker Laboratoriesbefore continuing
onto graduate school.

A few membersof theHonors
CollegeAdvisory Board aregraduating
thisyear, many of whomarenot planning
tostray too far away from UIC. Biol-
ogy/Psychology major MarikaWrzosek
will be part of the UIC medical school’s
classof 2008 after asummer tripto
Poland. HCAB Vice President and Ball
chair Kunjali Padhya, will alsobeaclass
of 2008 medical student. Secretary Ada
Moadsiri will beafew stepsaway at the
UIC School of Public Heslth.

Whatever path any of usmay
choose, our experiencesthrough the
Honors College have hel ped shape our
futures. Congratulationstoall of our
graduatesand good luck inall that you
do!

*Senioritis(n): inflammeation of thedesire
to belazy dueto upcoming graduation

April 2004



The Experienceof a Lifetime: ASB 2003-2004
By Jennifer Liu

(5different trips+ 5 different cities+ 45 participants) + (CirqueduASB + Bake Sale) +
(8 board members + advisor Jennifer Kosco) =A GREAT VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE.

Alternative Spring Break (A SB) isastudent run organization that seeksto educate student vol unteers about specific
socid issuesby immersing themin diverse culturesand environments across the country to engagein service-oriented learning.
ASB not only seekstoinvolve, educate and heighten students' socia awareness, but to encouragelifelong social action. This
year wewereableto send out five different servicetripsall over the country from Louisiana, to lowa, to Pennsylvania
Participantsand their Steleadersdedt withissuesthat included AIDSHIV, poverty, children, emotiona and behavioral
problems, and the environment.

But beforethe servicetrips could be sent out, money needed to berai sed to subsidize some of the costsfor sending
out trips. Our annud liveand slent auctionwith thisyear’s Cirque duASB themewasaredly funevent withareal liveclown
(our advisor!), balloon animals, and freshly popped popcorn. Peoplewereableto bid onitemsthat ranged from aSony
systemto piecesof artwork to bookswritten by UIC faculty. Inaddition to preparing for thefinancia aspect of thetrips, we
needed to make surethat the participants had at | east some prior experience with volunteering. Thisincluded opportunitiesfor
ASB membersto participatein variousloca projectsthat included community outreacheshelping with aliteracy funfair at
Christopher Houseand building aplayground in Lawndal e Gardens.

Thisyear’saccomplishments could not have been achieved without the hel p of agreat board and awonderful advisor.
Whether it wasresearching the sitesfor each of the breaks, coming up for adesign for the participant t-shirts, or putting
together acalendar for the participants, the members of the executive board have risen to the occasion and madethisyear a
successful year. Inorder to continueto provide an outlet for those who do not havethetimeto plan extensive volunteer trips
but want to givetheir timeto servetheworld, we need dedicated board members! Westill have some positionsavailable,
andif you areinterested, please do not hesitate to contact us at ui casb@yahoo.com.

Focuson a Fellow, cont. frompage 1

Richard L. Nelson, Jr. graduated from Stanford
Universty withaB.A. inClassical Literatureand Languages,
specidizinginAncient Greek. Hereceived hisM.D. at the
University of Chicago, wherehemet Elizabeth Klbler Ross,
M.D., psychiatrist and author of the bestseller On Death and
Dying, ashispsychology professor and mentor. Later he
trained ingenera surgery at theUniversty of 1llinoisCollege of
Medicineand also asaColon and Rectal surgeon at Cook
County Hospital, where he met another inspirationa teacher,
for whom he till worksfor today and who isthe godfather of
hisfifthchild.

Surgeon by day, Dr. Nelsonisan alto horn player by
night. He hasbeen amember of several bandsand sympho-
nies, including oneof hisownfor tenyearsuntil last year. With
atour of hisoffice, Dr. Nelson showed me pictures of himself
withjazz musiciansDizzy Gillespie, Clark Terry, James
Moody, Red Holloway, Arturo Sandoval, and with Arnold
Jacobs, author of Arnold Jacobs. Song and Wind. Before
and after work, Dr. Nelsonisacyclig, riding hisbicycleto

Phi Kappa Phi Induction @

OnMonday, April 12, 2004, the UIC Chapter of Phi
KappaPhi held itsannual induction ceremony. Inadditionto
the new studentsinitiated, the society welcomed new faculty
inductees Michaegl Anderson (Associate Professor of Music,
Chair of the Department of PerformingArts& Director of
Choral and Vocal Studies), RhonnaCohen (Associate Profes-
sor, Molecular Biology of Ora Diseases), Lon Kaufman (Vice
Provost for UndergraduateAffairs& Dean of the Honors
College), and Michael Perman (Professor, History).

At the ceremony, 2 studentsreceived grantsto support
scholarly projects. Honors College senior Biologica Sciences
major AdaMoadsiri received support for her project entitled:
“TheEffect of the Bone Marrow Microenvironment of
Xenogenic Transplantation.” Additiondly, senior Sociology
major Jemimah Noonoo received agrant for her project:

“ Somebody Better Say Amen: The Black Preaching Tradition
andWhiteSeminaries’

and fromwork every day—from Evanston. Anowner of five
bikes, heisalso fascinated by them, hoping to oneday owna
bicycle shop, since helovesworking onthem. After work, he
isalso ahushand and father of five children, ages29to 15.
cont'd. on page 7

The Ampersand

Thekeynote addresswasgiven by new faculty initiate
History Professor Michael Perman. After hisremarks, the
grant winners, and the new faculty and student inducteesand

their guestsenjoyed areception and refreshments.
Phi Kappa Phi Induction, cont. on page 4
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Things I’ve Learned, cont. from page 2

* Thereisawaysroomfor free
food.

* Thereisnoreasonto passup
freefood.

e 24hour placesaregreat.

*  West Campusredly isn'tthat
far...whenthewesther’snice
andyou' reontheshuttle.

» Cachingtheshuttleisaways
exating.

* | shouldbehappy if | only
waited 20 minutesfor the
shuttle.

*  Everything about communa
bathroomsaretrue.

» Classbeforellisearly.

» Thereareredly nicepeoplein
theworld—Iikethe person who
returned my cell phone! ©
thankd!

» It'sdl therandom momentsand
conversationsthat will never be
forgotten.

* Youdon't know someoneuntil
you' velived withthem.

* It'snicetogo back home.

» My family doesalot for me.

* Youonly getwhat yougive.

» Enjoy yourtimewithfriends,
because you never know where
you'll dl endupinthefuture.

» Thingsget worsebeforethey
get better.

* Youcan'ttruly appreciatethe
good dayswhen you haven't
experienced the bad ones.

* Thereisawaysmoretodis
cover.

» Collegeredlyisoneof thebest
timesof your life,

* Thisisonly thebeginning.

Withthat, | wishthegraduating
classof 2004 thebest of luck. And |
hopethat you havelearned things
during your timeat UIC that you have
found to be equally important. ©

The Ampersand

Phi Kappa Phi Induction, cont. from page 3

Thefollowing Honors College studentswereinducted into Phi KappaPhi: Milka
Alyssa, Christopher-JudeAngderson, EugeneAquino, Jr., EricaAronson, Sebastian
Bochenek, Rahman Chaudhry, Mary Cherullo, Nathaniel Chio, Ryan Dal, Megan
Dragonuk, Peter Drahos, Faraaz Fakih, Damoon Forouzi, Erin Foster, Barbara
Gacek, Kevin Gallardo, Renata Garcia, NanditaGatla, Mellody Gomez, Andrew
Gonzalez, EvaHenninger, VictoriaHolmes, Stephanie Jensen, Jeanne Jesernik,
LucynaJodlowska, |zabelaK aczorowska, Tamkeen Khan, Hwan Kim, Sandy
Koo, KevinKylis, Jennifer Lee, JoanneLerman, Mindy Li, TinaMah, Marika
Manolopoulou, AngelicaMartinez, Catherine M cCrystd, Allison Mecher, Shannon
Medic, Heather Miller, Megan Minarich, AyeshaM ohammed, David Morris,
Raghuveer Muppavarapu, Iriere Ohiku, OlaoluwaOlaigbe, Cherrie Ortiz, Ashish
Patel, NinaPatel, Dmitry Polyakov, Jean Quinn, Jarrod Ragusin, Jesse Rickelman,
BhavnaSachdeva, Avni Shah, Theodore Slowik, Ronen Stein, Mahmooda Syed,
JuliaThompson, Rani Upadhyay, VictoriaWisniewski, Jennifer Yeh, and Saunder
Yipp. Congratulationstoall.

Under graduate Resear ch 3rd place: TioshaGoss& Anna
. : Baccdlieri
SymposumWinners Thesignificance of theWomen's

_ _ , Movement reflected today by feminist
On Friday, April 16", thesixth ideologies

annua Undergraduate ResearchSympo- | ife & Health Sciences:
sium was held in the lllinois Room of 1t place: SoniaK rishnan*

CCC. Theevent was co-sponsored by Regul ation of growth hormone-
theHonorsCollege, LASDeanStanley  geag ng hormone (GHRH)-mediated
Fish, Student Trustee Natalie Garcia, pituitary odll hyperplasiaand tumor
Midwest Conference Services SigmaXi,  formation

Undergraduate Sudent Government,and - opq place: Sushma Surapaneni*

Kinko's. Theeffect of Postureon Cerebral

Thesymposiumfesturedthere-  \ignous Drainagein Hedlthy Subjects
search effortsof 51 of UIC’'smosttal- 5 place: Betty Yang

ented undergradugtes. Studentssubmit-  pojyglycolicAcid Coatingstoimprove
ted abstracts of their proposedresearch  yyrticq dectrodei mpantability

topics, and wereinvitedtoset upposter  ppysical Sciences:
presentationsontheday of thesympo- 14 place: Matthew Conley

sium. A panel of judgesfromcampus- | awisAcid and Bronsted Base
widedisciplinesevauated each presen- A cederation of the Pd-catal yzed
tation and critiqued the variousworks - 14+2] crossbenzannulation reaction

from students. . 2nd place: Janet Cruz*, Nick Gierut,
Thewinnersineachof thecat- ¢ perek Schulze*

egoriesarelisted below. Congratulas  peg gn and Fabrication of amultichan-

tionstodl! nel neurotrophic electrode.

o 3rd place- Tie: Brian Appavu*
Humanities. _ Crystalization of S. cerevisiae
1st place: Ledey Skousen-Chio* phosphomannoseisomerase
Elizabeth| of England and Capital Michad Johnson
Punishment Seasondl variability of atmospheric
2nd place: Joseph Cherry depositionin the Chicagoland area:

QueenElizabeth| andtheoriginsof the 5 ,565and consequences
Plymouth Colony

*Honors College student
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TheHonorsCollege: A Year in Review
by KamaaSaha

Dear Honors College Students:

During the 2003-2004 Academic Year, the Honors
Collegehasundergoneanumber of changesandimprovements.
Onbehalf of the Honors College Advisory Board, I’ dliketo
review some of these changeswhich are helping toimprove
our experiencesat UlIC asmembers of the Honors College!

Atthedart of theyear, wewelcomed Dr. Lon Kaufman
asour new Honors College Dean. Dean Kaufman hasal ready
begun to propose new ideasfor waysour Collegeto strengthen
itself and to expand into thegreater UIC community. Simulta
neoudy, he continuesto encourage Honors College studentsto
take chargeof their college careersand to make positive con-
tributionstothe University. TheHonorsCollegeAdvisory Board
has been ableto benefit from Dean Kaufman'swillingnessto
support theideasand activitiesthat wefeel areimportant for
studentsto participatein. Infutureyears, we are confident that
our visonswill continueto influence anew generation of stu-
dentshereintheHonors College.

Inadditionto having astrong Honors College Staff serv-
ing studentsthisyear, we have a so been fortunateto welcome
anumber of new Honors College Fellowsto our community.
Each new Fellow bringsexperience, credtivity, andtalent tothe
College. Most importantly, our Fellows continue to demon-
drateagenuineinterestin advisng andinteractingwiththeindi-
vidua swho most benefit fromtheir postiveinfluences: us!

Some of themost noted advances, however, havecome
from the studentswho have been membersof the Honors Col-
legethisyear. That'sright, itstimeto brag abit about all of the
amazing achievementsof studentsin our College! Thisyear,
recognition hasbeen givento countlessindividua sand groups
for their highleve of dedication and achievement. For example,
the UIC Mock Tria Team overcamesignificant oddsin order
toeventudly earnabidtotheAmericanMock Trid Association’s
National Championship Tournament. The motivation and ex-
tremeleve of dedication of theteam continuestoinspirefellow
Honors College studentsto both endure and succeed. At the
sametime, anumber of Honors College students have won
nationa ly-recognized scholarships, dlowingthemto pursuether
passionsand academicinterests. Finally, right hereintheHon-
ors College, HCAB hasfound anew way to give back to the
Honors College studentsthat they represent. After successful
fundraising at the 11th Annual Honors College Ball held this
past March, HCAB hasfounded the Honors College Scholar-
ship. Thevision behind thisscholarship isto support students
who are membersof the Honors College asthey pursuetheir
academic careershereat the University. Thesearejust afew
examples of the numerous contributions and advances that
Honors College students have accomplished with the help of
theCollege.

The Ampersand

Phi EtaSigmalnduction

The 2004 Phi EtaSigmalnduction Ceremony
took placeon Monday, March 15th inthelllinois
Room of CCC. 173 new freshmenwereinducted thisyear.
Guest speaker Honors College Dean L on Kaufman ad-
dressed the audience, urging studentsto continuetheir success
throughout their undergrad yearsand beyond. Scholarships
were presented to sophomore psychology major Tara
Brennan and senior economicsmajor | van Rasskazov.
Later, new Phi EtaSigmamembersand their familiesenjoyed
areception inthe adjoining room.

Thefollowing Honors Collegefreshmen werein-
ducted into Phi EtaSigma:

AymanAlsharbini, Abigall Angulo, Christine Battaglia,
Kamaljit Battu, Robin Berk, Benjamin Bick,Angela
Brozowski, Eugene Cho, Eric Cwik, Julie DeMoor, James
Drachenberg, Anton Durbak, Sarah Economides, Kaori Ema,
Kathryn Erngt, Elizabeth Forkan, Kevin Go, Karmish Goyad,
Bruce Greinke, Jennifer Han, Nishit Jailwala, Michelle Jung,
AlaineKalder, Vivasvat Kaul, SanaKhan, Esther Kim, Lisa
Konieczny, Vaibhav Kukrga, RowshalL aBranche, Jdene
Lanter, Jeanne Lee, Christine Leung, Kathryn Madgja,
MelissaMalec, Nikhil Martis, KrisaMcClain,AlinaMelle,
Tzofit Moskovich, HarshaMudrakola, LauraNarbutus,
Auratip Paramadilok, Thomas Rhanor, Michael Richards,
Torll Riperton, Jr., GinaRobinson, Heather Schleff, Sweta
Shah, Liat Shetret, Stephen Soong, Mosmi Surati, Ann Tran,
Bradley Trompeter, Brittany Voelke, Jennifer Wills, and Brian
.Zapanta.

Congratulationsto all the new initiates. Keep up the
good work!

After such an outstanding year, it'sabout timeto takea
well-deserved break. For our seniors, the Honors College Con-
vocation on May 5thwill recognizetheyearsof hard work that
our peershave done at the University and inthe Honors Col-
lege. We congratul ate everyone and wishthem thebest in their
future endeavors. For continuing students, thissummer will bea
timeto find jobs, work oninternships, study abroad, participate
inresearch projects, and hopefully rest and spend timewith our
friendsand families. Wherever you may be headed, be sureto
enjoy your time off and welook forward to another great year
tocome!

Good Luck onFinas& HaveaWonderful Summer!
Sincerdy,

KamalaSaha

President

Honors CollegeAdvisory Board
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Jennifer Larson: Carpe Diem
by Kunjai Padhya

Honors Collegestudent Jennifer Larson hasdefinitely seized theday during
her timeat UIC. Inaddition to receiving the Class csdepartment’s coveted Tracy
prizefor thethird year inarow, sheisalso therecipient of the prestigiousRiddle
prize, whichisthe highest honor givento agraduating senior. Larsonwill alsobethe
first UIC graduate ever to earn adoublemgjor in Greek and L atin.

With such aunique curriculum, Larson commented that many times, she
wastheonly student in her classes. “ It'sagreat way to build relationshipswith
professors,” shesaid, “but there’ sno curveto help you out!” Her most memorable
one of these classeswasreading Mediain Greek for Greek 499.

Jennifer decided to join the Honors College because she wanted to get
more out of her experienceat UIC. “TheHonors College staff hasawaysbeen
very supportive. Whenever | had aquestion, they wereableto answer it.”

Another unique aspect of Jennifer’scollege experienceisthat sheisthe
mother of two teenagers. She saysthat juggling school and family life hasbeen
difficult at times, especialy with taking her childrento their variousextracurricular
activities. For thisbusy family, peanut butter and jelly sandwicheswere often a
staplefood. “But,” shesays, “they’ ve been awesome. | never would have madeit
throughwithout them.”

In addition to her coursework and family, Jennifer also workspart-timeat
anarchitectura firm, singsbackupinaband, and knits (oftenin math class!). She
even ran agardening business! After graduation, she planstowork for ayear, and
then pursue her ultimategoal: acareer inlaw.

TheHonors Collegeisalso proud to announcethat Jennifer has been cho-
sen astheir student convocation speaker for thisyear’sceremony! So“ seizethe
day” and attend to hear Jennifer speak, aswell as support al Honors College gradu-
ates, which beginsat 6 PM onWednesday, May 5thinthelllinoisRoom of CCC.

A Reflection Still in Progress

by CharlesYohannan

Wow...l can't believeit'saready May 2004. | remember writing“ May 2004”
asmy expected graduation date on variousformsi filled out freshman year, but at that
time, | could never imaginehow quickly that “expected” datewould transforminto an
“actud” date. | haveadwaysclassified college graduates as adults, people much older
and maturer than myself; | haven'tredlized it yet, but inaweek, | toowill becomeone
of those graduates.

Even though | may be unhappy becausel don’t want to leave UIC undergrad
quiteyet, | understandthat | havealot to bethankful for. Entering UIC asafreshman,
| had nothing but negativethoughtsabout the university. However, | soon redlized that
it'snot the school that makesthe person; instead, what isimportant iswhat one does
withtheopportunitiesthey aregiven. With thisoutlook inmind, my pessmigticfegings
soon beganto subside, and instead, amore positive mentality devel oped.

| became surrounded with agreat circle of friends, and one of themainrea-
sons| amwherel amtoday isbecause of them. Friendsarealwaysimportantinone’'s
life, but especidly in college, where one may beindependent for thefirst timeinhisor
her life, friendscan besuchaninfluentia force. My friendsprovided mewithafamily
outsideof my homein Skokie, andfor this, | amforever grateful.

Reflection, cont. on page 7
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Socia aSuccess

by AparnaVemuri

On April 15, 2004, the Hon-
orsCollegehosteditsthird socid of the
spring semester. Thistime, our guest
speaker was Ambassador Ronald
Godard, UIC'svery own diplomat in
residence. Twenty-five studentswere
present to hear Ambassador Godard
speak of hisexperiencesinthe USFor-
elgn Service, and to learn about poten-
tial career opportunities. The Ambas-
sador spoke for about 30 minutes on
the various missions he has served,
whichincluded placessuch asTurkey,
Russia, and Guyana. He also spoke
about his own personal experiences
baancingfamily lifedongwithahectic
career inthe USForeign Service.

Here at UIC, Ambassador
Godardispart of theInternational Re-
lations Department. Thissemester heis
co-teaching an honors seminar called,
“Internationa Relations. A Diplomat’s
Pergpective’ dongwith Professor Alan
L erner, faculty member of the Political
Science Department and Director of the
Office of International Affairs. The
seminar has been awonderful oppor-
tunity for Honors College students. It
meets every other Friday from 2:00-
4:00 pm. Each week featuresapresen-
tation by aguest Diplomat stationedin
Chicago. Students have had the honor
of meeting and listening to peoplesuch
asConsaul RitaVargasof the Consulate
General of Mexico, the Consul Gen-
eral of Uruguay and Dean of the Con-
sular Corpsof Chicago GrazidlaReyes
dePrieto, and Deputy Consul Genera
Matthieu Peyraud from the Consulate
Genera of France. Theguest speaker
highlightsthetopic to bediscussed for
theparticular classsession. Thecourse
hasexploredissuesstemmingfromglo-
balization such asfreetrade and globa
hedlth. In addition, each sudent worked
on an independent paper to be pre-
sented at thelast classsession. Thisal-

Social, cont. on page 7
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Social, cont. from page 6

lowed them to exploreatopic of inter-
est in greater depth. Needlessto say,
the honors seminar wasagreat success
and the students greatly appreciated
participatinginit.

TheHonorsCollegegrestly ap-
preciates Ambassador Godard for of -
fering such vauableexperienceand for
being such agreat resourceto UIC stu-
dents. Thank again!

Reflection, cont. from page 6
However, | am even more thank-

ful assome of my friendsintroduced me
to Cornerstone Bible Study. Through
theseweekly Biblestudies, | havegrown
gpiritually inwaysthat words cannot de-
scribe, and thisgrowth hasgiven methe
foundation uponwhich | can build al of
my future decisions. Years from now,
evenif | forget some of the grades| re-
ceived or some of the extracurriculars|
participatedin, | will dwayshavethisfoun-
dationinmy heart.

College is a place where one
should expand academic horizons and
exploredifferent areasof interest. How-
ever, equally asimportant, | believe, col-
legeisaturning pointinone'slife, anditis
atimefor self-searching. Collegeisoften
stereotyped asaplacemainly for partying
and drinking; yet, if someonelivesalife
according tothese principles, memoriesof
partying or drinking will bethe only sto-
riesonewill beableto shareinthefuture.
Although| believethat having funisim-
portant, the*joy” experienced fromthese
types of situations is often temporary.
However, lasting memoriesarecreated by
theway inwhich onegrowsasaperson
and theway inwhich one canimpact the
livesof others.

The Ampersand Committee
would like to sincerely thank our
readers, HCAB, all contributing
writers, and the Honors College
Staff, notably Jennifer Kosco,

for their help in making this

newsletter possible.

The Ampersand

L ooking Ahead to the Future of UIC

by JennaKim

Asweapproach thelast daysof the semester, we cannot hel p but anticipate
the future—the upcoming summer, thefollowing school year, or theworld beyond
our college careers. Withtherest of our adult livesbefore us, wework to create
visonsfor oursalves—hoping to espy wherewewill beinthefutureaswe set short-
term and long-term goalswe hopeto attain. By creating avision, wecan shapea
path to take to become the people wewant to be.

Lastfal, UIC embarked onasimilar processinwhichit sought to createa
visonfor what it would liketo beinthefuture. A committee conssting of twenty-
fivemembersincluding faculty and staff to represent different departmentsand units
of thecampus, an aumni representative, an undergraduate student representative,
and agraduate/professional student representative was created by the UIC admin-
istration. Thecommittee, known asthe UIC 2010 Strategic Thinking Committee
was charged by Provost R. Michael Tanner to “develop avision for the campusto
inform and to guide strategic devel opment of all aspectsof the campusover the next
sevenyears.”

Having met weekly since theinception of the process, the committee has
engaged the UIC community in conversations about the current state of thingsat
UIC and where UIC ought to be by theyear 2010. After listening to every college
and representativesfrom the many groupsat UIC, several prevailing issueshave
arisenfor thecommitteeto consider.

Inmy opinion, aparamount issueisraised when dealing with, whoisUIC?
WhoisUIC tothe students, faculty, and employeesthat study, teach, and work on
campus? WhoisUIC to the Chicagoland community? Who isUIC to the state of
[llinois, the country, and theworld? Starting over acentury ago with the profes-
sional schoolsonthewest side, UIC initscurrent state did not exist until 1981.
Fittingly, UIC hasbeen described asan adolescent in the arenaof national univers-
ties. Adolescenceisdefined asthe period of physical and psychological develop-
ment fromthe onset of puberty to maturity. Similarly, UIC must develop all facetsof
itsoperationtoformanidentity what isinlinewithitsvision.

Obvioudly, many other issues have arisen—from the micro to the macro-
scopic. Included in the discussion of the committee have been the state of the
physical space of the university, transportation from campusto campus, issueson
budget, student recruitment and retention, diversity in the student, faculty, and staff
body, and the contributions of the university to the community and society asa
whole. By November of 2004, the committee will addressthese and many other
issuesinadocument that will be presented to the administration to guidethefuture
of our universty.

Moreinformation on the UIC 2010 Strategic Thinking Committee can be
obtained at http://tigger.uic.edu/depts/0aa/2010/. Also, asyour undergraduate stu-
dent representative on the committee, | would lovefor youto shareyour opinions
about thefuture of UIC. Pleasefed freeto contact meat jkim110@uic.edu.

Dr. Nelson, cont’ d. from page 3

“Too many medica studentsareand,” Dr. Nelson complains. Hebdlieves
inthe philosophy of Dorothy Day, co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement,
who saysthat every person hasa“duty of delight.” “Enjoy yoursalf,” Dr. Nelson
advisesto hisstudents. “Learning should befun, especialy inmedical schoal,

becauselife should be one continuous cel ebration.”
7 April 2004



