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Upcoming Dates

February 17: Blood Drive

February 18: Last Day to Drop aClass
February 19: Tsunami Benefit Concert
February 22: 40th Anniversary of UIC
March 5: Honors College Ball

“ A Touch of Elegance”

The 12" Annual HonorsCollege Ball
Mar ch 5, 2005
by Judy Liu

TheHonors CollegeAdvisory Board hap-
pily invitesyouto* A Touch of Elegance,”
theTwefthAnnua HonorsCollegeBdl on
Saturday, March 5™, 2005.

Thisyear’sBall will beinthedegant Mil-
lennium Knickerbocker Hotdl, just east of
North Michigan Avenue. Asthe cocktall
hour begins, guestsmay mingleinthelobby,
explorethe Prince of Walesroom, or bid
onslent auction itemsin the Continental
Room whileenjoying the soft music of the
string quartet. Asthe evening continues,
guestswill bewelcomedintothepalatia
Crysta Balroom. Under agilded domed
ceiling with crystal chandeliersand sur-
rounded by mirrors, athree-coursedinner
will beserved. After dessert, asthechan-
ddiersdim,itwill behardtoresst dancing
over theglow of theilluminated dancefloor.

Thesilent auction will feature graduate
exam prep courses from both the
Princeton Review and Kaplan, gift certifi-
catesto local restaurants and beauty sa-
lons, passesto severd Chicago attractions,
aswell asother typesof gifts. A portion
of the proceeds will benefit an Honors
College scholarship as well as Project
ESTEEM, astudent- run organization that
hel ps disadvantaged studentsin Chicago
build up self-esteem through academic
SUCCESS.

All guestsareinvitedtothisevent, not only
UIC honors college students and staff.
TicketsareonsdeinBurnhamHall at $35
for studentsand $50 for Ul C faculty, staff,
and alumni (or $450 for atable of ten
guests). Valet and self-parking will be
avallableat theMillennium Knickerbocker
Hotel.

For more information, please visit our
website at http://www.hc.uic.edu/
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History of the Millennium

Knickerbocker Hotel
by Jalene Lanter

Built by Chicago architects
Rissman and Hirschfield early inthelast
century, the Millennium Knickerbocker
hotel hasarich historical past. OnMarch
5th, thehotel will host the TwelfthAnnud
Honors College Bdl and Silent Auction.
Asamember of the Historic Hotels of
American programandtheNationd Trust
for Historic Preservation, onecan besure
that it will continueto remainanimportant
Chicago landmark well into thiscentury.

First openedinMay of 1927, the

hotd wasorigindly namedtheDavisHotel
after its first president and general
manager. The name change to
“Knickerbocker,” aDutchword, occurred
after Allan Hurst purchased the hotel in
1931. Thegrand Georgian style Crystal
Bdlroomwasand till isamgor atraction
for guests. The28-foot gold domed celling



Knickerbocker continued from page 1
arches over a dance floor uniquely
illuminated by 760 fluorescent lamps.
Covering 18 by 57 feet total, the dance
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floor was
| origindlly made
= lup of glass
=l squares.
.4 | Famousdance
.al ¥ acts such as
_ ﬁ‘ﬂ_ﬁl'i Veloz and
& Yolandawould
perform for
guests on the
special floor. While Plexiglas has since
replacedtheglass, intheearly days, ahotel
engineer replaced cracked squaresin under
60 seconds. He would then jump up and
down on the new sguare to prove its
sability. Itistheonly dancefloor likeitin
Chicago and the largest in the world,
according to the director of sales and
marketing for thehotel.

Existing during theera of Prohibi-
tion, itisrumored that two of the smaller
ballroomslocated on thetop floor of the
Knickerbocker, wereactualy aspeakeasy
and casno. Al Capone sbrother Ral ph sup-
posedly operated these illegal rooms,
which could only bereached by oneof the
three passenger elevators. During areno-
vationin 1980, asecret door concealing a
stairway that lead to theground level was
discovered lending somecredibility tothis
rumor. Whiletheseroomsallegedly served
illegal purposes, both have hand-painted
mural s detailing the Chicago skylineand
trans-Atlantic ocean liners, which were
popular at the hotel’ s conception.

The Knickerbocker also served
more prestigious purposes, housing an
officer’sclub onthe mezzaninelevel for
commissioned officers of the Armed
Forces from 1942 through the Korean
War. Thislevel housed a5,000-volumeli-
brary and roomsadjacent to it were used
for cards, lounging, and writing. Addition-
aly, withinthepolitical spectrum, thehotel
hosted the 1952 Republican Nationa Con-
vention. During thisconference, Richard
Nixon, only ajunior senator, was quickly
moved to alarger suite after hereceived
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thenomination for vice president. Other
politically sgnificant guestsstaying at the
hotel during the convention were, Gover-
nor Earl Warren (later Chief Justice) and
Democrat John F. Kennedy who used the
aliasof Dave Powers.

With the advent of rock and roll
musical guestssuch astheRolling Stones
spent timeat thehistorical Knickerbocker
hotd . Although they werenot a the height
of their fame, young women still waited
for aglimpse of these celebrated rockers.

During the 1970's the
Knickerbocker hotel wasmodernized and
converted temporarily into the Playboy
Towers. With the headquarters of Play-
boy Enterprises next door, Huge Hefner
established an apartmentinsidethe hotel.
ThePlayboy gift shop, bar, discotheque,
andliving room|oungeoccupied thelobby
of the hotel. The company vacated and
sold thehotel in 1979 and fromthenon it
passed through multipleowners.

Now Regal HotelsInternational,
whofinally secured the hotel’s purchase
in 1995, operatesthe complex. With the
origina hotel costingamere$3 millionto
build, the 350-room property wasreno-
vated for $18 million. The guest rooms
werenewly decorated inaEuropeanstyle
and thelobby, ballroom, restaurant, exte-
rior, and entrance havedl beenimproved.
It isaperfect setting for the tradition of
the Twelfth Annua HonorsCollegeBall.

Sources:
http://higtorictravel er.away.com/
primedia/knickerbocker.adp

Millennium Knickerbocker Hotel
Chicago Information Pamphlet

Ps Chi National Honor
Society

by Dariuz Barwacz

Ps Chi istheNationa Honor So-
ciety open to both graduate and under-
graduate studentsthat mgjor in psychol-
ogy. Itwasfoundedin 1929 and currently
has over 1,000 chapters in the United
States and Canada, and about 500,000
membersworldwide. The UIC chapter
has about 150 members. Psi Chi focuses
on recognition of academic excellence,
scholarship and he psstudentsexplorethe
field of psychology by providingastimu-
lating environment.

Ps Chi at UIC organizesresearch
Symposiums, career workshops, promotes
student-faculty interaction, hel psstudents
apply to graduate programs, performs
community servicessuch blood drivesand
tutoring, awards scholarships, and coop-
erateswith other local psychologica or-
ganizations, among other activities.

Themost renowned tradition of
the UIC chapter is the “matchmaker”
event which happensonthefirst Friday
of each semester. During thispresentation,
studentslearn about research opportu-
nitiesoffered by the psychology depart-
ment.

Other lecturesand seminarsthat
take place during each semester include
speakersfrom theAmerican Psychol ogi-
cal Association, In Touch Hotline, and
others. The “What to dowithaBA in
Psychology” seminar showsstudentsthe
variety of opportunitiesavailableafter re-
ceivingaBA degree.

Ps Chi ofersfreetutoring for those
who are having troublewith psychology
courses at UIC. If students need help,
thereareawaysavailabletutors. Also, if
you love psychology, dowell in psychol-
ogy classes, and would liketo sharethe
knowledge, Ps Chi isasolookingfor tu-
tors. Asincentive, membersof theHon-
orsCollegecanfulfill their Honors Col -
legeactivity asaPs Chi tutor.

continued to pg 3 February 2005



Do you have any ques-
tions or comments? Do
you want to submit an
article? Feel free to email
us at:

ampersanduioc@yahoo.com

Psi Chi, continued from pg. 2

Oneof themaingoalsof Ps Chi isto hep sudentsinthe
process of applying to graduate schools. The newest projectis
student-led graduate school focusgroups. They inform students
what Psychology graduate schoolsarelooking for in applica-
tions, how towriteagood essay, and help preparefor the GRE
exam. For moreinformation onjoining afocusgroup, please
contact Psi Chi for moredetails.

Onbehdf of theUIC Ps Chi chapter’spresident, | want
to encourage psychology majorsto join the organization. Also,
for thosewho areinterested, the organization will belooking for
new officersasmany of the current board are graduating. The
deadlineisapproaching quickly so makesureto get involved!

Ps Chi applicationsareavailableinthe Psychology de-
partment, located in Room 1009 BSB. For moreinformation
you can contact Christine Dutton at cduttol@uic.edu  For
information on psychology tutoring, write to
psichitutor@yahoo.com

* Savethe Date:
Thursday, February 171 *

The Honors College will host itsfirst
blood drive of the year on Thursday,
February 17" from 10am.to 3 p.m. It
will belocatedinroom 613 of the CCC.
All those that are planning to donate
blood are encouraged to eat beforehand.
If you are planning to attend, email your
name and telephone number to
hcblooddrive@yahoo.com
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Focuson a Fdlow:

Dr. David Schneeweis
Written by: Jyoti Shenai

Dr.David
Schneeweisisoneof the
many fellowswho devote
their timeto HonorsCol-
lege students. He ob-
tained hisundergraduate
degreefrom Boston Uni-
vergity inbioengineering,
hisPh.D. fromtheUniver-
gty of Michigan, anddso
received master’s de-
greesindectrical engineering and computer science. Currently,
asan ass stant professor inbioengineering, specidizinginneurd
engineering, heisteaching thesenior design program, bioinstru-
mentation |1 1ab. Heisa so involved in co-teaching bio-optics;
neurd engineeringlab, and an Honors College seminar with Dr.
Rouchetitled“ Great Rivariesin Science.”

Dr. Schneeweisisintensively involvedinresearch. His
mainfocusisonthevisua systemand heisparticularly inter-
ested intheretina. Ashe stated, “ The signalsare processed at
theretinaand the photoreceptor cellsconvert thelight energy
through phototransduction. Neuronsintheretinaare ableto
adapt todifferent light levels.” Dr. Schneewel sand hiscolleagues
arecurrently trying to gain abasi c understanding of aspecific
retinal disease. Inthisdisease, the photoreceptors degenerate,
especialy with old age, and eventually can lead to blindness.
Theresearch group is presently concerned with how to suc-
cessfully interfacewith the nervous system; hopefully their re-
search will lead themto devel oping avisual prosthesistoim-
provethe patient’svision.

In addition to research, he deeply enjoystherole of
fellow and feelsthat it isboth very important and enjoyableto
associatewith students. Regarding hisHonors College seminar,
heclams, “Itisfunto havethe opportunity to teach thingsout-
gdeof our normal curriculum.” TheHonorsCollegealowshim
to connect with the best studentson campuswhowill hopefully
becomeinterested inresearch. “Itisimportant for studentsto
have one-on-oneinteraction with faculty. It enhancesthelearn-
ing experiencefrom both ends.”

Aside from working and researching, Professor
Schneewel senjoyswoodworking, biking, hiking, and other out-
door activities. Hispassionfor astronomy hasled himintoan
astronomy club. In addition, histwo children keep him actively
involved with boy scouts.

continued to pg 4
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STUDENT IN THE SPOTLIGHT:
UROUJHASNAIN SHAH

by: JessicaHuang

Urouj was nominated by Oakton Community
College to the Phi Theta Kappa All USA Academic Illi-
nois Team 2004; where she was selected to be part of a
team comprised of 80 studentsfrom amillion community
college studentsto represent Ilinoisin the Phi ThetaK appa
All USA Today National competition. She was the high-
est scoring student ever in this competition and was se-
lected as the Illinois Century Scholar 2004. Urouj was
chosen to be one of the top twenty students in the First
USA Academic Team 2004, and had the opportunity to
meet President George W. Bush in a conference in Min-
neapolislast spring.

Year: Senior

Major: Biology

Organizations: Pakistan Students Association (PSA), Muslim Students Asso-
ciation (MSA)

1. What areyour plansand goalsfor thefuture?

I’ ve got agreat many plansand goalsand | tend to add onto them as| go along, so
they’ re something of awork in progress. Sofar, going into the applied heathfieldis
something I’ m pretty definiteabout. I’ m very interested in becoming either aneurosur-
geon or apharmacist and am currently pursuing both tracksin order to allow myself
greater flexibility right up to the very end, when | absolutely have to choose. Who
knows?Maybel cango downin history asthefirst neurosurgeon-pharmacist. Anything's
possibleif youwant it enough.

2.What isoneNew Year’sresolution you aregoingto makethisyear?
Todrink morewater! But serioudly, | think keeping up with assigned reading topsmy
listforthisyear.

3.What areyour hobbies?

| used to have quiteafew but they’ ve kind of dwindled to apreciousfew ever sincel
started school full time. | read quitealot and usuadly not theimpressive, useful stuff like
Keatsand Dickensthat | want to be ableto flaunt at cocktail partiesand scholarship
interviews. But more historical romancesand sci-fi thrillersthat equip youwithinterest-
ing icebreakerslike” Did you know that the electric chair wasinvented by adentist?’
and ensurethat you' |l beat thereceiving end of agood many wary staresand perplexed
frowns. When I’ m not reading, I’ m drawing or painting. And when | havealot of time,
whichisrare, | tend to indulge my penchant for writing creepy short stories.

4.Whoisyour hero? Or, whoissomeoneyou admireand why?

| would haveto say my hero...or rather heroine, ismy grandmother. She had apretty
hard lifewith not much to hold onto and no oneto turn to except herself. Yet shestill
kept going even when the oddswere stacked heavily against her and managed toimbue
her childrenwith an unflagging optimismthat’sal themore remarkableinthefact that
she herself had very littleto be happy about inher ownlife. If | canface my dragons
with even an ounce of the strength and confidence she possesses, | will consider mysdlf
exceedingly fortunate.
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Dr. Schneeweis,
continued from page 3

When asked what advicehe
would give to students today, he
stated, “to pursue academic choices
that you arereally interested in and
not directionsthat you are supposed
to go. Itisimportant to get awell-
rounded education and to pursue
your own dreams. Also, todothings
differently and take opportunitiesbe-
cause beforeyou know it, you don't
have time to take advantage of
them.”

5.1f you wereruler of theworld for a
day, what would you do?

| don’t think | could accomplish very
muchif | wasruler of theworldfor just
oneday. It would probably take me sev-
eral daystojust becomeacquainted with
themechanicsof thegloba economy. But
if | weretheruler for oneday, thefirst
thing | would doiswithdraw American
troopsfrom Iragand Afghanistan. | see
no sensein sending our troopstofightin
places where they aren’t wanted or
needed by the native populations. Inmy
opinion, Iragand Afghanistan harbor civi-
lizationsthat havebeen aroundlonger than
we haveand arefully capable of taking
careof their own politicsand natural re-
Sources.

6. What wasit liketomeet thePresi-
dent? It wasan awesome experience!
Even though | don’t agree with some of
the President’ spoliticsand am most em-
phatically astaunch democrat, the expe-
rience of actually meeting him and talk-
ingto himwasmind-boggling. Helooked
exactly ashedoeson TV; | didn’'t ex-
pect that! But moreimportantly, it made
merealize more strongly than anything
el se could have done, that with theright
amount of effort and determination you
can end up places you never even
dreamed of .

Sudent Spotlight continued to page 5
February 2005



Sstudent in the Spotlight continued from page 4
If someone had told mefour yearsagowhen | immigratedtothis
country that someday I’ d get to shake handswith the President
of the United States| probably would haverolled my eyesin
disbelief and laughedintheir face. But along theway | discov-
eredthat | could and eventualy | did.

7.What doyou enjoy thebest about Chicago?

| have beento quiteafew citiesaround therest of the country
thereforel think | can state quite safely that no other city comes
closeto Chicago. Thevery air here seemsto sizzlewith excite-
ment and potentid.

| remember when | landed at O’ HareAirport nearly 5 yearsago
| just stood therewith my baggage strewn around me, oblivious
to the staresdirected at mefrom within anearby waiting room.
My dad steadily grew irritated with mejust sanding theregawking
and lookingfor al theworld, likeasimpleton from some god-
forsakenremoteidand. “What areyou staring at?’ he demanded
testily ashedragged our suitcasesto thewaiting taxi. “ There
aren’'t even any skyscrapershere. Thosearedowntown.” “I’'m
not staring at anything,” | explained dreamily. “It'sjust theair
here. It smellssodifferent.” Andit does. It crackleswith energy
and lifeandthings| can’'t find wordsfor. For me, nocity inthe
world can quite comparewith Chicago in any way.

8.You'veaccomplished alot! What isyour “formula” for
success?

I’ ve been asked this particul ar question acouple of timesand
my answer isalways*“hard work.” | have never subscribed to
the school of thought that some peoplearejust born smart while
othersare born dumb and must resign themselvesto muddling
through life asbest they can. | amafirm believer of everyone
being capabl e of something extraordinary. Theonly thing that
setsan A student gpart fromaB or aC student, inmy opinion, is
sheer back breaking labor. | myself am the perfect example of
this. Onthosefew occasionswhen |’ vesettled for aB oraC on
atest | have beenfully cognizant of thefact that the only thing
that kept from getting a100% onit wasalack of effort.

9. What advicedo you havefor freshmen studentsto en-
hancetheir college experience?

My advicewould be never totakeyour professorslightly. There
isabigtrendin college particularly, perhapsbecausethereis
greater latitude and not asmuch surveillance and regul ation, to
blow off professorsand TAs. To pokefun at them and jeer at
them from behind the anonymity of alarge crowd and to treat
them asif they were automatonswhose solefunctionisto spew
academicinformationandlittleel se. Oneof the saddest thingsin
theworld, | think, isajaded professor and we have quiteafew
at UIC. | think wetend to focustoo much on the economics of
the academic system and too lesson thefact that these are actu-
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aly red peoplewithred fedingswith usualy perfectly func-
tioning ears.

For mysdlf, every singletimel have afforded them
the respect due to them and attempted to cultivate some-
thing of arelationship between a professor and myself, |
have gained something valuablein return. | am not suggest-
ing groveling, toadying or flattery. Many times, just you do-
ing your absol ute best to stand out academically and par-
ticipating constructively in classisenough to makeaprofes-
sor redlizethat you' re specia and then go that extramileto
helpyou out.

10. Tell ussomething cool about your self!

Hmm...l have afeeling that any way | try to answer this
question will come off asarrogant and pompous. Thereare
great many cool things|’ vedone, likewinning essay com-
petitions, being selected for the USA Today 1st Academic
Team 2004, finally getting my driverslicense (on my first
go!) ...that I'mredly proud of. | guesssomething amost as
cool asall of that isthefact that I’ m currently working on
writinganovel inmy freetime. It'ssomething of ahistorical
work, spun around Pakistani-American cultureand isa
painstakingly dow endeavor, but onel’ m definitely excited
about since English literaturefrom that particul ar niche of
theworldissoveryrare. |’ dliketo beableto seemyself as
the next Bapsi Sidhwasomeday in the not too distant fu-

ture!

Sudy Abroad Myths Debunked

by Kathy Sachowicz

Studying abroad isoften viewed as an opportunity that
requiresthe prior knowledge of alanguage. Studying abroadis
aso mistakento bean extracurricular activity that doesnot count
towardsadegree. Both of those claimsare absolutely fase. In
fact, 35% of studentschooseto study in countrieswherethey
do not know thelanguageat dl. Their coursework, however, is
certainly inEnglish. You do not necessarily haveto bemgoring
inalanguagein order to take advantage of thisgreat opportu-
nity. Infact, studentsin any major can study abroad.

The most popular destinations for students studying
abroad are Spainand England, withAustraliasnesking up. There
isahuge number of countriesand optionsto select from. In
termsof fitting in Study Abroad into your undergraduate cur-
riculum, EricaHaas, Senior Academic Advisor in the Study
Abroad office, mentioned that thetiming for Study Abroad does
not necessarily havetake place during your junior year of col-

lege.
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continued from pg 5

Studentsreceive UIC credit that countstowardstheir
degrees. Study Abroadisnot a“bonus’ item or “ extracurricu-
lar,” rather, itispart of your undergraduate studies.

Another misconceptionisthat going overseastostudy is
too expensive. Studying abroad isaffordable. There are many
scholarshipsout there. For example, there are discounts any-
where from $1,000 to $1,500 for students that are available
fromavariety of program providers. Honors College students,
inparticular, can apply for Flaherty Scholarshipsthat rangein
value from $500 to $1,000. “Money should be the last thing
studentsthink about,” said ChrisDeegan, thedirector of UIC's
Study Abroad Office.

Herearesometips. Do not beafraidto apply for schol-
arships. You don't haveto havea4.0 GPA ona4.0 scale. Often,
thekey to getting that scholarshipisawel | thought out essay and
certainly the Office of Speciad Scholarships, locatedinroom 105
of Grant Hall, can help out with any questionsor concerns. Also,
the Study Abroad Office hasapacket full of scholarship infor-
mation that is only awarded to Study Abroad students. Irina
Krymova, the assistant director of the Study Abroad Office,
stated, “ UIC students get thescholarships.” For example, if you
wereinterested in Studying Abroad inAsiaand you received the
Freeman scholarship, then finance issueswould virtually be
erased.

Another important and quiterd evantissueissafety. Since
September 11™, the number of students participating in Study
Abroad programshasactually increased. Thereiscertainly more
focusand attention on safety, which actually makes studentsfeel
safer.

Without a doubt, studying abroad sculptsyou into a
“global graduate.” Theworldisgetting smaller and smaller, but
your chancesof gettingajobinthemarket will only increaseasa
result of studying overseas. A study abroad experiencelooks
great onan application. For example, aUlC graduate was ap-
plying for acompetitive businessposition. Theentireinterview
ended up revolving around the Ul C graduate’ sexperiencewhile
studying abroad. The applicant was convinced that he got the
position because of hisoverseas semester. IrinaKrymovasaid,
“It showsthat you' re capableof dealing with challengesand over-
comingthem.”

Studying inanother country isaculturaly enriching ex-
perience. Americans can be stereotyped asuniformed individu-
as.Imagine, if you' restudyinginaforeign country, you ultimately
serveasan ambassador for America The ambassador rolecan
work both ways — the people in that country get to know an
American, whileyou get to know the peopl e of that country. In
the process, stereotypes can be dispelled. Agnes Herget, an
AcademicAdvisor from the Study Abroad Office, said, “ You're
forced to evaluate and ook at your own cultureand values.”
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Beforelifereally takesover, and thingslike mortgages
and family areinthe picture, consider going abroad. Thismay
bethe only timeto do so. A study abroad experienceisastruc-
tured opportunity that can “ stretch minds.” Going abroad will
giveyou animportant set of skillswhichincludedealing with
ambiguity, being patient, and redlly thinking thingsthrough. It's
an opportunity to learn about yourself because you are out of
your comfort “zone” or perhapsinacompletely different time
zone.

Confuciusoncesaid, “ A journey of athousand milesbegins
withasinglestep.”
Kenya?lceland? K orea? Venezuela? France? You decide.

Thefirst steptotakefor thislifetimeexperienceisadvisng
fromthe Study Abroad Office.

Check out UIC’'s Study Abroad Officein 502 University Hall

312-413-7662
sao@uic.edu

http://studyabroad.uic.edu

MARCH 8, 2005 isthedeadlinefor Summer/Fall and
AcademicYear programs!

www.odt.org

A Sudy Abroad experience can change the way
you view the world.
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My Say at Saddam’s Palace:

A Helping Hand to Sudents -
PIng Per sonal Reflections

By: Emiranda Carcani

TheGOfficeof Special Scholarship Programs (OSSP) Northeastern IllinoisAccounting professor Dr. Yass
assists all UIC students who apply for a wide variety of - A|kafgji will behereat UIC to share hisexperiencesof spend-
scholarships, awards, internshipsand many other programs. - jng six monthsin Iraq last year. The lragi-American served the
Theoffice providesinformation to studentsabout available - Coglition Provisional Authority asthedirector of financefor the
scholarships and awards. The office also givesadviceon  \inistry of Higher Education. Comeand seepicturesof his
application procedures and assists individuals during this - temporary home at Saddam’s Presidential Palacein the Green
process. Zone and the surroundingsin Baghdad. In addition, get the

OSSP works primarily with external scholarship OPPOrtunity to ask any questionsthat you may have about the

sponsors and focuses mainly on nationally competitive currentsituationinlrag.
scholarships. However, it a so providesinformation on avariety

of other scholarships and fellowships. These include ethnic When: Monday, February 21, 2005
based scholarships, essay/writing contests, UIC scholarships, at4:00 pm

internships, scholarships based according to discipline/field of

interest, summer programs, study abroad, scholarships for Where: Room 605, CCC

international students, volunteering and other service
opportunities, among others.

Not only isthe OSSP afountain of scholarshipinfor-
mation for students; it also provides step-by-step guidance
for thosewho desireto apply for any program. Advisorsindi-
vidudly guide studentsthrough the application process, from
choosing an appropriate scholarship, to deciding whom to
contact for arecommendation | etter. Taking al ook at the OSSP
website should beafirst step for al thosewho areinterested.
Thewebsite contains application advicefor those of uswho
are not sure where exactly to begin. Director Beth Powers
has two words of advice: “Sart early!” It takestime and
preparation to apply for many scholarships. Working closdly
withadvisorswill assst you in devel oping yoursdlf asabetter
scholarship candidate, but timeisafactor. OSSP swebsiteis
awedlth of information. It containsalist of the most recent
awarded scholarships, applications advice, answersto most
frequently asked questions, as well as access to the UIC
Scholar, the OSSP newd etter for students, faculty, and staff.

Thewebsiteisagreat source of information to get
acquainted with the many services provided by the OSSP,
For moreinformation, call the office and set up an appoint-
ment with an advisor. They arethereto offer ahelping hand,
so take advantage of their vast knowledge and services.

What: Side Presentation along with detailed explanation,

Question-Answer Forum, and food!

Officeof Specid Scholarships YassAlkafgi, left, with Codlition Provisona
104 Grant Hall Authority Administrator Paul Bremer
703 S. Morgan . (MC 115)
Chicago, IL 60607-7025
(312) 355 —2477
Director: Beth Powers

http:/Awww.ui c.edu/depts/oaalssp/
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UDALL SCHOLARSHIP: OSSP Office

Areyou environmentally conscious? Perhapsyour future plans
include creating aninnovative, cost-efficient meansof recycling
waste, or maybeyouwould liketowork asascientist or advocate
for aplan for energy conservation for amajor corporation or
city? Maybe you dream of setting environmental policy asa
lawmaker or lobbyigt. If you are an environmentally concerned
individual, you may beéligiblefor theUdall scholarship which
will assist you in funding towardsyour ecological endeavors.
Each year, the Udall Foundation awards undergraduate
scholarshipsof upto $5,000 toAmerican sophomoresand juniors
(includes 4™ year students planning on afifth year) planning on
careersin fields related to the environment, and to Native
American andAlaskaNativesinfieldsrelated to health careor

tribal policy.

Please be aware that students must be nominated for aUdall
scholarship by their college’'sUdall faculty representative, Beth
Powers, fromthe Officeof Specid Scholarship Programs. Direct
applications are not accepted by the foundation. Regarding
eligibility, applicants must be sophomores or juniorsin the
academic year inwhichthey are applying and must be studying
theenvironment or related fields. NativeAmerican and Alaskan
Native studentsmay aso bestudying hedth careor triba public
policy. Applicantsmust haveaGPA of 3.0/4.0 or higher and be
aU.S. citizen.

TheUIC deadlineisFebruary 18, 2005. Thenational deadline
for theUdall scholarshipisMarch 3, 2005. Contact the Office
of Specia Scholarship Programsfor moreinformation on ap-
plying at 312-355-2477 or at ssp@uic.edu.
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Have you started working out yet?

“ A Touch of Elegance”
The 12" Annual
Honors College Ball
March 5, 2005

3 Weeks to

*********************g*********
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Highlights of the Chicago Auto Show
by: Victor Sapozhnikov

Ever sinceitsbeginnings, the Chicago Auto Show has
been at theforefront of introducing the publicto the vehicles of
thefuturewiththe r traditiond ritua of product unveilings, abo-
ratedisplays, and attention-grabbing attractions. The 97" annual
Chicago A uto Show will be open to the public between Febru-
ary 11" to February 20" at the spacious L ake Shore M cCormick
Place Complex. Theevent will alow individuasaglimpseinto
morethan 1,000 new productions, concepts, and exotic vehicles
at their elaborate displays. Every magjor manufacturer will berep-
resented at the largest auto show in the nation. Last year the
event drew morethan 1.2 million peopleduring its 10 day pe-
riod, and thisyear the show has expanded to an unprecedented
1.2 million squarefoot show floor, equivalent to morethan a
dozen football fields, to encompass more vehicles and attrac-
tions than ever be-
fore. The show will
featurevehiclesthat
will maketheir first
debut, and will es-
sentially be geared
towardthe U.S. mar-
ket. With most dis-
play models, people
will be able to kick
thetires, look under
thehood, and climbinto their interiors. It will strictly be hands-
off with the exotic and concept cars. Chicago will featureits
shareof star-vehicles, with someof the prominent being the 2006
Chevy Corvette Z06, 2006 Hummer H3, and the gorgeous
Bentley Arnage Drophead Coupe. Yet, the auto show of today
bears many striking resemblancesto the first auto show, and
benefitsthe surrounding community onmany levels.

Thefirst Chicago Auto Show washeldin 1901 at the
Coliseum, located at 15" Street and Wabash Ave. During that
time, dozensof startling inventionshad cometo light, and the
auto show serviced to familiarizethe public with theinvention of
the automobile. Visitors had the opportunity tositand ridein
someof thevehiclesat thein door track that wasset up to allow
patronsto experiencethe new invention. A flower paradewas
set up during its course as an extraform of entertainment. A
crowd of 4,000 attended the event. In order to accommodate
larger crowdsand anincreased volumeof vehicles, theauto show
wasmoved to the International Amphitheatrein 1935, located
on the corner of Halsted St. and 42™ Street. During the time
period 1941 to 1950, due to the presence of World War 11 on
the horizons, the auto show had shut down. It had quickly re-
claimed itspopularity afterward, and by 1953 it wasonthefast
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2005 Bentley Arnage Drophead Coupe



continued from pg 8
track of becoming thelargest automobileexpointheworld. Fast
forwarding to 2005, the McCormick Placeisjust amile south-
east of theold Coliseum, which hasbeen hometo theauto show
snce1961.

Eventhoughin 1901, thevehiclesweretheonly starsat
the show, today’s autoshow isexpected to welcome starsfrom
Hollywood, talk show persondities, politicians, and athletesthat
will attract crowdsto the show. In previousyears, auto manu-
facturers have dazzled their share of floor space with cartoon
characters. Athletesaremost likely to show up during thetimes
that the show isopen to the public, occasionally introducing a
new model to themedia. During their appearances, celebrities
and athletes will attract more attention than the cars. When
Michael Jordan made his appearance in the mid 1990s, the
crowd flocked toward hispresencein an attempt to obtain his
autograph. Beforeher widely acclaimedtelevision career, inthe
mid 1980s Oprah Winfrey was spotted next to one of the car
linespromoting their next model. Thisyear, just asintheprevi-
ousyears, aprominent figurewill draw the attention of hun-
dreds, if not thousands of individual sduring one of the days of
the show.

On February 10", the day before the show opened to
the public, agalawas held on the premises of the show that
raised and estimted $2 million for Chicago-areacharities. A host
of celebritiesattended thegala. The event isone of the biggest
annual charity-fundraising eventsinthecity. Theevent, which
has been termed as the
“First Look for Charity”
will benefit 19 charities
that support children-re-
lated causes in the city.
Thesupportersattending
had the chanceto experi-
encetheshow onadiffer-
entleve, and weretrested 2006 Chevy Corvette
to specia entertainment presented by the car makers. Attendees
had the chanceto win a2005 Chevy Corvette convertibleat the
gadaaswell.

Car buffsthat are planning to visit McCormick Place
during the period of theauto show will also havethe opportunity
to experience Chrydler, Jeep, and Dodge models behind the
wheel. The Chrysler Group has reserved a section of the
McCormick Placethat will hold ahalf-miletest drivetrack. In-
dividua sthat qualify for test-driving thevehicleswill havethe
opportunity to drivethem around the perimeter of an exhibit that
gpansthelength of four footba | fields. The exhibit hasbeen de-
sgnedtoallow thirty vehiclesto operatewithinitsrangessmul-
taneoudy. A section of theexhibit hasbeen reserved for alowing
off-road enthusi aststo experiencethe capabilities offered by the
Jeep modelsand Dodgetrucks. Theintentisto alow the con-
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sumersachanceto experience the changesthat have been
introduced in those vehicles. Some of the other attractions
that have been planned by the Chrysler Group during the
auto show includelivemusicd performances, giveaways, in
additionto avariety of other activities. All inall, theauto
show isexpected to offer something for everyone.

The ChicagoAuto Show will beopendaily from 10
am. to 10 p.m. McCormick Placeislocated on the corners
of 239 Street and King Drive, and can be easily accessed
by publictransportation. Onthelast day, the doorswill close
at 8 p.m. Tickets are available at the door and online at
chicagoautoshow.com

Do you have any ques-
tions or comments? Do
you want to submit an
article? Feel free to email
us at:

ampersanduid@yahoo.con

Get your HonorsCollegeHoodie
whileyou still can!

Westill have alimited number of
Honors College hoodies available. They
come in white, grey, navy and black.
They are great looking —and are only $24
each! Get yours at the Honors College
front desk soon, before they’ re gone!
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