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Important Upcoming Dates

March4 -5
UIC Scholarship Association Show
“ATdeof Great Cities’

March8
Last Day to Buy Ticketsfor the Ball

March 13
HonorsCollege B4l

March 20
Spring Bresk Begins

A Taleof Great Cities...

March 4 & 5
Second Annual Scholar ship Show

Didyou know that thereisafunway for
you to contributeto scholarshipsfor UIC
students?

The Second Annual UIC Scholarship
Showisamus ca/comedy show benefiting
The Scholarship Associationfor UIC. The
Scholarship Association awards over
$50,000in scholarshipsfor UIC students
each year!

The show features performances by
Honors College student James Crissand
special cameo performances by Honors

Tale of Great Cities, cont. on page 2

“Abovethe City Lights’
11th Annual Honors College Ball

March 13, 2004

In 1958, agroup of influential Chicago civic and business|eaders created
aprivate club with anintimate atmosphere and internationa prestige. Sincethen,
TheMid-AmericaClub hasgained areputation asone of Chicago’spremiere
businessand social clubs. Located atop theAon Center onthe 80th floor, The
Mid-AmericaClub providesa360-degree panoramic view of thecity’sskyline
and Lake Michigan, Grant Park and the Gold Coast. Theclub isal so renowned
for itsworld classcuisineand sophisticated service.

Joinusinthisintimate setting for “ Abovethe City Lights,” the 11th Annual
HonorsCollege Ball! Theevening beginswith cocktailsin The Grill Room, asa
string quartet playsin the background. Thereare many exciting itemsavailablefor
bidding at thesilent auction, including THREE graduate exam prep coursesfrom
ThePrinceton Review and Kaplan! Thefestivitiesthen movetothe el egant
Burnham Ballroom, accented by Italian crystal chandeliersand overlooking Grant
Park and thelakefront to the south. Guestswill enjoy agourmet three-course meal
accented by the magnificent view, and can then dance the night away! Thisunique
location will no doubt makethe entire evening oneto remember.

TheHonors CollegeAdvisory Board isexcited to give part of the pro-
ceedsfromthesilent auctionto Project ESTEEM, astudent-created,student-run
volunteer organization. In addition, another part of the proceedswill goto create
an HCAB scholarship fund, to be awarded to adeserving Honors College student.
HCAB isexcited to give back to Honors College studentsthrough their fundraising
efforts, and we hope you will attend in support of thisaswell!

Student ticketsare still available at $35; staff and dumni ticketsare
availablefor $45. Ticketsareon salein thelobby of BurnhamHall.

We hopeyou will join usfor thisexciting and elegant event at one of
Chicago’'smost uniquelocations. If you have any questions, please contact Kunjali
at kpadhyl@uic.edu, or theHonors College at 413-2260. VisittheHonors
Collegeweb page: http://www.hc.uic.edu/ to find out thelatest information on
parking, thesilent auction, and more. Seeyouthere!




Tale of Great Cities cont. from page 1 N ot Your Typ| Ca| V_D ay
College Dean L on Kaufman and Assistant to the Dean Joey Vol pe, plus many more. by CynthiaKay

Emceefor the show isBrian Weddington, currently starringin Barbershop 2!

V-Day probably isn't what you think it
IS, especidly if pink heartsand red roses
arewhat cometo mind. Instead, thisV-
Day was founded by Eve Ender, the
geniusbehind The Vagina Monologues,
and dealswithamoreimportantissuein
society: violenceagainst women.

Performancesfor March 4th and 5th have aspecia student rate of $10in advanceor
$15at thedoor! It'sagreat way to contribute to scholarshipsand have agreat night
out, all for about the same priceasamovie!

SECOND ANNUAL UIC SCHOLARSHIP SHOW
ATaleof Great Cities

Thursday, March 4, 2004

Friday March 5, 2004 Sinceitsconceptionin 1998, V-Day has

gone global. It now includes various
campaignsfocused on specific waysto

UT(?(T)Eer;tre stop the violence, these include the
1044 West Harrison Street Africa, Middle East, & Asia Project

targeting women'’s rights and ending
gender-based violence, the 1%
Campaign that hopesto seethat 1% of
America snational defense budget be

. . . t tect try’ ,
Faculty, staff and friendsof UIC ticketsfor Thursday or Friday: ;T;I?h g c[;)(r)ﬁ ezce 8;21;(;%?1?&?)?;;

$40in advance, $45at thedoor - Seeyoutherel V-Day cont. on page 3

Tickets for the Thursday and Friday performances are on sale now and may be
purchased at theticket countersin both campusunionsfrom 8:30 am. until 4:45p.m.

Upcoming Scholarship Deadlines!
Rhodesand M ar shall Scholar ships

Areyou agraduating senior or arecent graduatewhoisinterested in earning agraduate degreein the United Kingdom? Are
you ademonstrated |eader with at least a4.7 GPA whoisactivein organizations at Ul C and within the outside community?
If you answered yesto both of these questions, the Rhodes and Marshall Scholarships may be exactly what you have been
searching for to compliment your academic career. The Rhodesand theMarshall Scholarshipsaward graduating seniorsor
studentswho have aready graduated the opportunity to study inthe United Kingdom.

The Rhodes scholarship providesdirect payment of al tuition, feesand amonthly stipend for aminimum of two yearsstudy at
Oxford University. 32 scholarshipsareassigned annually to the United States. The Marshall Scholarship coverstuition, fees,
books, and the cost of living and travel expensesfor two yearsof academic study at aningtitutioninthe United Kingdom. Upto
40 scholarships are awarded each year.

Regarding eligibility for the Rhodesand Marshall, applicantsmust be U.S. citizens, and must have compl eted their bachelor’s
degree by the beginning of their study. Generally, applicantsmust haveat least a4.7 GPA, extensive community and campus
involvement, demonstrated |eadership, service, and the potential to lead and serve others. Research and other academically
related activitiesareaplus. Candidatesshould haveagood rationalefor their study inthe UK. For the Rhodes, applicants must
be between the ages of 18-24 on October 1 of theyear inwhichthey apply. For theMarshall, candidatesmust apply two years
or lessafter completion of their bachelor’sdegree.

For moreinformation on the scholarships, please consult thewebsitesat www.rhodesscholar.org and www.marsha lscholarship.org.
TheUIC deadlinefor both awardsisMarch 31, 2004. Thenational deadlineswill bein October 2004. Candidates
must be nominated by UIC, and may not apply directly. UIC studentsinterested in applying should contact the Office of
Special Scholarship Programsfor moreinformation about the application process.

I nformational Session
The Office of Special Scholarshipsisconducting aninformational session for the Rhodes, Marshall, Gates-Cambridge, and
Mitchell Scholarshipson Tuesday, March 16" at 12pmin the Quiet Study Room (room B11) inBurnhamHall. Comejoinusto
find out more about scholarshipsthat may be perfect for you! Special Scholarships cont. on page 3
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\V-Day, cont. from page 2

money and knowledgeof thisvery red issuewithin communities
acrossthenation.

Oneway V-Day raisesmoney isby having benefit productions
of The Vagina Monologues across the nation. UIC was
fortunate enough to be one stop in the 2004 VV-Day College
Campaign. On February 6™ and 7™, The Vagina Monologues
was performed in the Illinois Room of the CCC with some
talented UI C studentsjoining thecast.

Theproductionitsalf proved to beamixture of humor and deep
poignancy. Monol oguetopicsranged from domestic abuseto
discovering one' ssexudity and rape. Thiswould be the second
year Josephine Volpe, Assistant to the Dean of the Honors
Collegeand Vice-Provost for UndergraduateAffairs, hasseen
the production on campus. Her reasons for attending the
performanceswasthat “[it is] poignant, funny, serious, and
necessary. It was[also] awonderful opportunity to contribute
my support for women’srightsand show my support for those
at UIC and throughout Chicagoland who maketherights of
womenforemostintherr lives.”

Persondly, | admit being alittle conservativewhen it comesto
discussing sex, sexudity, andwell, vaginas. But, | wassurprised
at how non- embarrassed | wasduring theoverdl performance.
Maybe it was how the actresses were so matter-of-fact and
candid intheir dialogues, or therealization that The Vagina
Monologueswasn' t discussing theseissuesand topicspurely
to evokeacertain reaction from theaudience. They addressed
these things, because it doesn’t have to embarrassing or
disgusting to talk about them. Infact, these arethe subjects
that arguably need to be brought out into the open, because
too many people havelittle knowledge concerning them, or
chooseto remain uninformed.

Thegeneral consensuson the show? It wasamazing. And it
admirably got to theheart of the matter without worrying about
thenicetiesin dealing with such issuesthat haveremained out

of society’sspotlight.

For moreinformation onVV-Day and how you can help, please
visgt: http:/Aww.vday.org

Special Scholarships, cont. from page 2

TheM cKelvie Scholar ship and TheJ.W. SaxeM emorial Fund

TheMcKelvie scholarship awards 20 stipends of up to $2000 to both undergraduate and graduate students pursuing careersin
public service. TheMcKelviemissionisto promote and strengthen public serviceleadership in both the public and private
sector. Applicants should demonstrate academic excellence, evidence of commitment to apublic service career, and must be
ableto elaborate ontheir past, current, or future participation in apublic service. Applicationsare available at the Office of
Specia Scholarships. Theapplication deadlineisFriday, April 29, 2004.

The JW. Saxe Memorial Fund provides $1500 scholarships annually to one or more undergraduate or graduate students
workingin public service. Theawardismeant to enable the student to gain practical experiencein public service by takingano-
pay or low-pay job during asummer or other term. Preferenceisgivento studentswho aready haveaplacein an existing
program or who have created their own program. For moreinformation, please consult their website at www.jwsaxefund.org,
or pick-up aninformational form at the Office of Special Scholarships. Theapplication deadlineisMar ch 15.

TheMcKelvie scholarship applicationsand the J.W. Saxeinformationa handoutsare now available at the Office of Special
Scholarships, 104 Grant Hall.

Officeof Specia Scholarship Programs
104 Grant Hall
703 S. Morgan St. (M/C115)
Chicago, IL 60607
Phone: 312-355-2477
Fax: 312-355-1233
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Sootlignt on Judent Ags

JPHAS: Journal for Pre-Health Affiliated Students

What it is, how to pronounce JPHAS, and more...
by KamaaSaha

“What isJPHAS?’ Themisson of the Journd for Pre-Health Affiliated Stu-
dents (JPHAS) isto publish ajourna for pre-health studentsthat servesasa
resourcefor ideaexchangeand expression regarding various hedth topics. Our
organization welcomesall pre-health studentsto contribute articleson topics
that are useful and informativeto fellow students considering ahealth profes-
son.

“I’vealwayswonder ed...how exactly doyou pronounce JPHAS?” Ha
ha. Do not fed slly for wondering what the correct pronunciation of JPHAS <!
The JPHAS Staff is constantly bombarded by curious readers who wonder
how to say “JPHAS.” Actualy, it iseasiest to pronounce JPHAS by first
saying“J andthentheword“phase.” “J.” “Phase.” Hopethat hel ps!

“IsJPHASFREE or do| havetobuy acopy of theJournal?” JPHASIs
lucky to have generous sponsorswho makeit possiblefor JPHASto publish
our Journal and offer free copiesto all interested readers. Our Spring 2004
Issue, which will bereleased injust 1 week, can be picked up at numerous
locations around campus such asthe Honors College, Department of Biologi-
cal Sciences, and ontheWest Side of campus.

“IsJPHAS planning anything new for devoted readersto eagerly an-
ticipate?” Now that you mentionit, yesweare! JPHASisin the process of
garting awriting competition opento dl UIC studentsinterested in contributing
relevant worksfor judging. Watch for moreinfo coming soon!

“How can | write/contributeto JPHAS?” The JPHAS Staff consistsof a
taented team of editors, writers, artists, photographers, layout designers, and a
webmaster. We al so are fortunate to have agroup of excellent contributing
writersfor eachissue. We havejust started accepting applicationsfor all Staff
positions. Please visit our website to download an application! Application
deadlineisMay 16th, 2004.

“Sign meup! Whoshould | contact for moreinfo?” Weencourage anyone
interested in JPHA Sto visit our website at: http://uicjphas.cib.net. You can
read the onlineversion of our Spring 2004 issue online, aswell asaccessall
past issues or read more about the JPHA S Staff and the application process.
Also, youmay e-mail the PHA S staff at j phas@hotmail.com or contact Pius
Wong and Kamala Sahafor additiond info.

Read JPHASIn print or onlineat: http://uicjphas.cib.net !

If you'd like your organization featured in upcoming
issues of the Ampersand, drop HCAB a note into our
mailbox in the Honors College Loungel!
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Soyouthink you areready to
play Trivial Pursuit?
Givethesequestionsatry!
by AdaMoadsiri

1. Thefull nameof theauthor of this
fantasy that, althoughitstitledecelves,
has nothing to do with your wardrobe.

2. Photographer AnnieLeibovitz shot
Bruce Springstein’srear view for the
cover of thisbest salling abum.

3. Soundswith frequenciesabove
20,000 hertz arecalled

A) infrasonic

B)ultrasonic

4. What wasthefirst U.S. warshipto
makeatrip around theworld?

a) TheU.S.SEnterprise

b) TheU.S.S.S.S.

¢) TheU.S.S. Battle Cruiser

d) TheU.S.S. Vincennes

5. Which author who oncesaid‘ There
arethreekindsof lies: lies, damned lies,
and datistics ?

a. CharlesDickens

b. Edgar Allen Poe

c. Mark Twan

d. BenFranklin

6. If al your blood vesselswerelaid end
toend, could they maketwo circles
around the moon, the sun, or the earth?

7. Katherine Hepburn won the best
actress Oscar for this1967 filmwhich
co-starred real lifelove Spencer Tracy.

8. Therearethismany primenumbers
between 0 and 10.

9. Namethe only ancient wonder
located in modern day Iraq.

10. What NFL team wasthefirst towin
aSuper Bowl after losing one?
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Life Lessonsfrom an Old

Man...

Or at Least an Old Student
by Joe Morgan

This article is dedicated to Jacob;
thanksfor teaching me thislesson once
again, and for being my number one
AMPERSAND fan!!

After having attended UIC for dmost three
years, and having worked on campusfor
two summersnow, | would liketo think of
myself as a “seasoned” student. You
know, one of those kids who everyone
thinkshas been herefor seventeen years,
and knows everything there isto know
about this campus; the insand outs, the
backgroundinformation, thehistory...

| want to driveapoint home; thisisnot an
articleabout the history of UIC, or how to
doyour laundry for freeif youliveon cam-
pus(cal mefor that information). Thisis
more of an editorial on something that |

havelearned over the past few years, and
that | think isavery important lesson. This
issomething that hashelped memakeit to
the placethat | antoday, and hasassisted
meinall that | havedoneat UIC. Thisisa
big pieceof information. Thisismoreim-
portant thenanything youwill learninyour
four yearsat thisuniversity. Thiswill help
you to maintain relationships, evaluate
yoursdlf, and help you to succeed in what-
everyoudoinlife. Areyouready? Sit
back, hold onto your seats, because here
itcomes...

NEVER judge a book by its cover.

Anti-climactic you say? What areyou
talking about? Okay, okay; | know that
thisisaphrasethat you have been
hearing snceyouweresix yearsold.
You (or at least I) would come home
fromschool, an egocentriclittlesix year
old, whodid not likethekid | sat next to
becausethey smelled, or they worebad
clothes, or they just didn’t do thingsthe

Life Lessons, cont. on page 7
The Ampersand

Focuson aFéelow: Dr. VirginiaWexman
by Noopur Mehta

Weall lovemovies-who doesn’'t? However, Dr. VirginiaWexmanreally
loves movies; she hasmade them apart of her career. Dr. Wexman has been
interested in moviessince childhood. Since her brotherswere much younger, she
found companionship in booksand movies. Because she had such ahugeinterestin
film, she continued towork at it and pursueit asacareer.

Dr. Wexman first attended collegeat Northwestern University, whereshe
enrolled for two yearsbefore shemarried and had children. Shedecided | ater to
return to school and complete her degree. She attended the University of Chicago,
wheresheattained her B.A, M.A., and Ph.D. During thetime shewasworking on
her Ph.D., shetaught acomposition course at Ul C where she ended up staying and
attaining tenure. Asagraduate student, shebriefly consdered acareer in
broadcasting and producing. She chose teaching instead because of the
independence and longevity it offered. Shefelt that being aprofessor alowed the
direction and independence that shewanted out of her career. A factor that played a
rolein her decision to pursuefilm studieswasthe encouragement and
accommodation that she recelved when she attended graduate school at U of C.

Dr. Wexman wroteabook caled“ Creating the Couple” whichinitialy
started out asbeing about film acting but as she researched further, she became
moreinterested in how the star personas and Hollywood plotsarerelated to ideas
about love, marriage and courtship. Inthe book shea so delvesinto how
Hollywood filmshave portrayed the changesin courtship and marriage trategies
over the 20th century. Her current project isabook about the Directors Guild of
Americawhichwill cover thehistory of how directorsbecameorganizedinthis
country aswell asthehistory of theorganizationitself.

Asfar aswhat kindsof moviessheenjoys, Dr. Wexman prefersall kinds.
Shehasrecently becomeinterested in Iranian and Indian films. She co-taught an
honorscore coursein Indian cinema. Shefound thisto bearewarding experience
asshelearned agreat deal about thisgenreof international film. Shefeelsthat the
popularity of DV Dshasmade I ndian filmsand others more accessibleand
understandableto their audiences. Though she hasbranched out to certain aspects
of global film, her mainfocusof research hasbeenin Americanfilm. Shehas,
however, shewritten afilm history book which focused onall globa films.

AsanHonors College Fellow, her main adviceto studentsisget asmuch as
you can out of your courses, to attend regularly, and ask questions. Shefedlsitis
important to enjoy being astudent and to take full advantage of the opportunities
avallablehereat UIC.

Did You Buy
Your TicketsYet?

Scholar ship Show - March 4th and 5th

HonorsBall - March 13
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An American in Japan: The Need to Study Abroad

by Dan Sevcik

13 hourslater and thefamiliar landscape of hometurned into something
completely awry. A ssimple plan and apassion for adventure lead you to want to
discover something completely different. Asthefamiliar roar of jet enginebreaks
wakesyou from your seemingly endlessdaydream you are dready heading off of
the plane and onto the crisp and clean hallways of NaritaAirport. “Welcometo
Tokyo” iswhat greetsyou in English beforethefamiliar shapesof your nativelan-
guageturninto something completely different. You don’t know whether to be
deathly afraid or excited asthefriendly confinesof theairport giveway tothered
foreign adventure. Boarding the shuttle bus headed to Tokyo you redlize that ev-
erythingisstrange. No morefriends and acquaintances, large houses and open
shopping malls. No, you areinaforeignland, aplacethat hasbeen evolving and
changing asfast asyour littleworld without you even knowingit. A placethat has
existed outside of your normal circleof lifeand that will changeyour outlook onit
completely.

If the culture shock doesnot overtakeyoufirst, Tokyo'sinitia excited craze
will. Many ex-residents of Tokyo can easily sum up your entire experienceasa
“sensory overload.” Fromthe*neonforest” of Shinjuku to the auditory boom of
Shibuya, Tokyoistruly acity madeof cities. Tokyoishometo not only thebusiest
train station but also the busiest intersection intheworld. The sheer energy of
Tokyoisenough to make even themost hardcore ethnocentricinto atrue believer
of “theoutsideworld.”

My experiencein Tokyo hasforever changed my outlook onlife. The
energy of thecity and the compl ete differencein culture has caused meto change
my habitsback home. | take my shoes off at the entrance of the homes of others.
| bow repeatedly whiletalking onmy cell phone. | wonder why, sincel returned
home, that we don’t have unique car nameslikethe Mazda Bongo Friendee. But
all of thesesmall things paein comparisonto theamount that | learned of the
language and culture.

Tokyo, Japan is not the only place in the world where one can see how
different thingscan befrom their hometown. Any sort of study abroadisimperative
for today’ smodern American collegestudent. Studying inaforeign country changes
you inwaysbeyondimagination. Fromsimply becoming moreopenly culturedto
changing your everyday routine, studying outside of Americaishow you canlearn
that today’ smarketplaceisno longer confined tothe” States.”

UIC offersaplethoraof unique and adventurouslocaesto study at. From
Africato Asayouwill beabletofind any country that would suit your taste. Fur-
thermore, you can modify your experience asyou choose, from living with ahost
family or dormsto thetype of localeyouwould gofor. Apply now for study abroad
asyou begintheevolutioninto aninternationa college student. For moreinforma-
tion, visit the Study Abroad Officeweb site: http://www.uic.edu/depts/spec_prog/
studyabroad/

As Honors students, it is
common to experience some anxiety
when planning your classes. You have

Planningyour to worry about (_:ompleting pre-

q d C professional requirements, major

Un ergrba uz;1te kousises requirements, and therequirementsof your
y DanielaWitkowski

college. And then there’ sworrying about
getting into the classes, that you' regoing
to get the professor from hell, about the
hoursyou’ || betaking each semester, and

much more. How isanyone supposed
tobeableto deal withthis?

Theanswer isliesinplanning
and getting advice. By makinga
flexibleoutlineof classesyou planto
takewithinyour major, youmakeit
possibleto get advicefrominformed
sourcesbeforeyou makeamistake
you'll regret.

So, how do you makea
plan?Firgt, plot out what classesyou
want to take each semester. Make
sureyou take pre-requisitesfor your
major early so that you can space
more advanced coursesthroughout all
your years. Plan on taking some
electiveor gen-edsaongwith major
requirements each semester soyou
havevariety and are not overwhelmed
by major classesduring one semester
and have none another. Thisdoesn’t
mean that you haveto set all your
classesin stone, but having aplanwill
let you verify what isgood and what
you might want to change

Onceyou haveasmpleplan,
get advice, andlotsof it. Get it from
theHonors Collegeadvisors,
undergraduate advisorsfrom your
college(likeLASadvisors), from your
major advisors, fromUIC
professional school admissons
counselors, from other studentsgoing
intoyour field, and fromyour
professors. Themore adviceyou get,
themoreinformed youwill beto
make decisionsthat may affect your
ability toget ajob or into professional
schools.

Asabiomgor, I'veseen my
L ASadvisor and bio advisor both at
least onceasemester. They have
helped to make surel’ m doing the
right thingsto beagood candidatefor
dental school and a soto completemy
degree. Peoplewho arevital to pre-
denta (biology) planning areVeronica
Arreola(Bio advisor: 6-5315 or
via@uic.edu),AlysonKdlas(Bio
advisor: 5-5654 or

Courses, cont. on page 7
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Life Lessons, cont. from page 5

way that | liked to have them done. My momwould tell me,
“Now Joe, you can’t judgeabook by itscover. Givethema
chance.” And of course, | didn’t want to; | wassetinmy
waysand | wasright. | mean, comeon—what did my mom
know? Shedidn’t haveto sit by that kid...shegottogoto
work, and hang out with al of her cool adult friends, whilel
was stuck at my boring old school, sitting by the creepy kid,
and not having any funat all.

But, dthoughit killsmeto say it, my momwasright,
yet again, as she hasturned out to be on so many different
things. Now, unfortunately, | did not learn my lesson through-
out high school. Remember, | grew up inatown of 400
people; al wedid wasjudge people by what our initial reac-
tionswere. That wastheway to survivein atownwhere
everyone knew your business, whether you knew who they
wereor not. Theonly thing to do wasjump to conclusions
about everyonearound you. However, my mindset has
changed. Movingtoacommunity wheretherearemore
peoplein one building than therewerein my entiretown has
forced meto wake up, and take my preschool lesson, and
learnitdl over again.

Andboy, havel learnedit. | havelearned that, just
because you appear to have somethingin commonwitha
person on the outside, it sometimes does not work out no
matter how hard you try. That person cannot betrusted, can
hurt you, and can makeyou feel very down onyourself.
However, you don't seeit, becauseyou are still looking at the
surfacelevel —at how great therelationshipis.

| have also learned that you severely hold yourself
back if you do not take astep outside of your comfort zone.
Fear holdsuswithin the constraints of whereweare, and will
not make usavailableto moveanywhereoutsideof it. Thisis
when wejudge peoplebased oninitial impressions; becauseit
iseasier tonot talk to, or trust, the people or thingsthat are
not likeus, or that are easily dismissed at the surface. We
never haveto put our emotionsontheline, never learn how to
be vulnerable with people. We keep ourselvesbottled up
from everyoneand do not allow anyoneto see us, because
they may not likewhat they see.

WEel folks, hereismy messageto you, solisten up.
Yes, itistrue, they may not likewhat they see. Being vulner-
ableawaysentailstherisk of regjection. But should thisrisk of
rejection keep you withinyour box, or your own littleworld?
Will it makeyour lifeany easier to deal with? Becausetheflip
sideof rgjectioniscompl ete, and unending acceptance. |
know thisfear; | have played thislottery many times. Dol
openup astowhat | anreally thinking, whol really am, or do
| holdit all back becauseit might hurt too much? | spent my
first year and ahaf at thisingtitution, holding myself back —not
allowing anyoneto get too close. | did not want to pay the

priceof rgection; it seemedtoo hightome. Finally, | took the
The Ampersand

plunge. | begantotalk about thingsthat weregoing oninmy
life, thingsthat had happened in my past, and beganto share
who | wasondl levelsof being. Andyou know what, | did
havetoface someregection. It camewith thesituation.
However, | have gained moreinsight and more unconditional
loveand support from peoplethen | ever did standing within
my own comfort zone. | learned thelesson that my mom
taught me. If you judgeabook by itscover, you never get to
read thestory inside. Could youimagine, throwing away a
book that s mply said Advanced Calculusonthe cover, and
actually contained astory with theenchantment of Harry
Potter (or whatever tripsyour trigger) ontheinside? If | had
not taken that step, if | had not opened up my heart, and my
mind, that isexactly what | would have done.

Now, therearealot of youwithinthiscollege. | do
not know what you areall dealing with. | do not know if you
arededling with anything bes des schoolwork for that matter,
althoughmy bet isthat you are. | canonly tell youwhat | have
learnedinmy life, and hopethat you might gain sometype of
insght into your own. Bevulnerable. It may bescary, it may
not alwayswork out for the best, but unlessyou open up and
step outside of your comfort zone, you do not get to experi-
encethetruegemsthat some peopleredly are. Andif you are
not dealing with anything —be open-minded about what other
people might be going through. Bevulnerablewithyour ears,
and alwaysbe opento hearing astory from adifferent point of
view. You never know who may need to hear your voice, or
listento your story; someone may need encouragement, or
support, or advice, or just afunny joke.

Because, letsfaceit, all of the books out there do not
havetheprettiest covers. But thetext, thestory, andtheart
behind each and every one of those books are pricel ess.
Nothing can be compared to the value of agood story —
whether itiscreated or straight from thelife of another human.

Oh, and | honestly do not know anything about getting
freelaundry insdetheresidencehdls...:)

Courses, cont. from page 6

aeka las@uic.edu), and Judith Baxter (Pre-Dental advisor:
3-2527 or Baxter@uic.edu). Show them your plans, and
then ask them when classesare offered when, who are
good professors, and what classesaredifficult to get into.

Some of your best resourcesarefriends. Many will
have already taken some of the classesyou’ relooking into.
They will know about the good professors. Take advantage
of theinformation they havegathered. They will want to keep
you from making the samemistakesthey did.

Sothesmplemora of thestory isto makeyour plans,
get advice, and then changeyour plansaccordingly. Thiswill
not only makeyour lifeeasier, but will alow youto enjoy your
undergraduate yearsmore.,
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Spring Break at the Benches
by J. Criss

College studentstraditiondly celebrate spring'sreviva of life
with tripsto trouble-free hotspots acrossthe globe. How-
ever, agroup of trailblazers named Benefit is spending its
spring break hereinlllinois, helping people affected by blood-
related cancersexperiencetheir ownliferevivals.

Benefit, ateam of friendsfrom the University of Illinoisat
Chicago, hasorchestrated apiano tour throughout northern
[llinoisto raise $100,000 for The Leukemia& Lymphoma
Society. Fundraiser head and concert pianist James Criss
will perform aseriesof recitascomposing thetour; proceeds
from the tour, CD sales, sponsorships, and donations will
contribute to Benefit's $100,000 fundraising goal. Criss's
recitd locationsinclude:

1. Fulton (IL) First Reformed Church: Monday,
March 22 at 7 PM

2. Chicago(IL) Bethel Presbyterian Church: Thurs-
day, March 25 at 7 PM

3. Waterman (IL) Presbyterian Church: Saturday,
March 27 at 7 PM

4. DeKab(IL) Firg United Methodist Church: Sun-
day, March 28 at 3 PM

Asanot-for-profit and non-religious-affiliated organi zation
geared toward “fighting blood-related cancers’, The L euke-
mia& Lymphoma Society has awarded more than $280 mil-
lionto research throughout its 53 years. Additionally, the
Society offersawidevariety of programsand servicesinsup-
port of itsmissionto fight variousblood-rel ated cancers, in-
cluding leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’'s disease, and my-
eloma, andtoimprovethequality of lifeof patientsand their
families. Itistheworld slargest volunteer hedlth organization
dedicated to funding blood cancer research, education, and
patient services, andissupported entirely by public contribu-
tions.

Beapart of Benefit's spring break by attending arecital and
aiding peopleinneed of LLS sservices. Or, makeaninde-
pendent, tax-deductibledonationto LLS.

For more  information, please e-mail
iplayfor Christ@hotmail.comor call 312-355-8663.

UICMOCK TRIAL ADVANCESTO NATIONALS

Thenationally ranked UIC Mock Trial Team will once again
represent UIC at the American Mock Trial Association’s National
Tournament in March. Theteam claimed one of the coveted bidsto

The Ampersand

the National Tournament by placing third at the Regional Tournament
that took placein Joliet, IL on February 14-15. UIC maintainedits
reputation as a’ power-house’ in AMTA by finishing the tournament
with asharp 6-2 record. The team faced atotal of 28 other mock trial
teams from the region and claimed victory over 26 universities
including Northwestern, University of 1llinois-Urbana/Champaign,
Loyola, and DePaul. Thiswin placed UIC among one of the six teams
from the region that will advance to compete at the national level.

Two UIC mockerswere recognized for their top-performance
throughout the competition. Team co-captain, Neil lyengar, won an
Outstanding AttorneyAward for playing a defense attorney, as well as
an Outstanding WitnessAward for playing a forensic pathologist.
Karim Rajabali, afirst-year mocker, received an Outstanding Attorney
Award for playing a prosecution attorney.

“1 am very excited to be representing UIC at Nationals again
thisyear,” commented lyengar. “Though there was certainly a
difference between the style of Will County and Cook County judges,
our team adapted well and came through with a strong record this
weekend. Thisisavery talented and dedicated team, and | am
confident that our success will carry through atNationals.”

Judges from each round praised UIC for its professional
courtroom demeanor, well-versed knowledge of trial techniques, and
creative casetheories. Theteam has been meeting aminimum of six
hours aweek since October to refinetrial techniques and develop
case theory. Inthisyear’s case, the State of Midlands v. Michael W.
Harmon, the defendant is a professional hockey player accused of
murder for hitting another player in the head with his hockey stick.
Each team is required to present both sides of the case twice over the
course of four rounds, and must focus on preparing attorney and
witnessroles.

UlCisoneof thefew competitive mock trial teamsin the
nation that isstudent-led. On Tuesdays, the team meets on campusin
a classroom setting tostudy trial techniques and develop case
theories. On Thursdays, the team meets downtown at the Daley
Center with its attorney advisors, Judge A.C. Cunningham and
Attorney Patrick Reardon who critique the team’swork and refineits
skills. Cunningham and Reardon’s guidance and dedication to
theteam is a great contribution to the team’s success and reputation
inAMTA.

Thisyear’'steam is headed up by captains Neil lyengar
(Senior, Anthropol ogy/Biology) and AnaPetrovic (Junior, English).
Membersare:Brett Geiger (Senior, Palitical Science), RitaGreggio
(Senior, Criminal Justice), Ananth lyengar (Freshman, Political
Science), Hemant M ehta(Senior, Biology/Math), Karim Rajabali
(Sophomore, Finance), Nirav Shah (Senior, Political Science), lan
Williams (Senior, Political Science), and YelenaZusis (Sophomore,
Economics).

Theteam hasreceived overwhelming moral and financial
support the past two years from the UIC community. The team would
not be able to participate in these mock trial tournaments without the
generous donations provided by the
Criminal Justice Department, Honors College, LAS, Provost Tanner,
and Tau Phi Sigma. Additionally, theteam is provided atremendous
amount of moral support by UIC faculty, students, and alumni who
send the team notes of encouragement and attend competitions.

The national tournament will be held in Richmond, Kentucky
on March 12-14. If the team places at the top of this competition, it
will advance to the National Championship Tournament in April.

For moreinformation regarding the UIC Mock Trial Team,
visit their website at www. uic.edu/depts/pols/mock_trial/ or e-mail
team captains Ana Petrovic at apetro5@uic.edu or Neil lyengar at

niyengl@uic.edu.
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