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Important Upcoming Dates ] ’
Sept. 29 President’s Welcome

AIDS Walk - uic_nlvs@hotmail.com

by JennaKim
Sept. 30

HCAB General Body Meeting After spending the past few monthsworking, studying, traveling, or just having
Oct. 1 _ _ fun, wereturnto classesonceagain for thefall semester. For some (probably those
Golden Key first general meeting | -y traveled or who just had fun), summer has passed away toofast. Yet for others
Oct.3 . _ (probably peoplelike mewho spent the whole summer studying), thefall semester
Society of Future Physicians Induction | oy | 4 not have come soon enough. In either case, thefall semester meansthefresh
Oct. 4 o start of the school year and | hopethat itisstarting out well for everyone. For returning
ASB Applications Bue | g, dents, welcome back! For those students who are new to the Honors College,

Oct. 14 wdcome
HCAB General Body Meeting Firstof all, I'dliketo explainwhat exactly “HCAB” is. TheHonorsCollege
Oct. 20 _ Advisory Boardisthe governing board of the Honors College student body. Having
CROP Walk - amoadsl@uic.edu | oo o ected last April, the current board is composed of the President (JennaKim),
Oct. 25 o Vice-President/Bdl-Chair (KamdaSaha), Treasurer (Nell lyengar), Secretary (Kunjdi
Golden Key Applications due | - pava) and eleven members-at-large (Shifali Arora, Jenny Baek, CynthiaK ay, Sonia
Oct. 26 Krishnan, AdaMoadsiri, Joe Morgan, AparnaVemuri, DanielaWitkowski, Marika

Make A Difference Day - jmorga7@uic.edu WI’ZOSGk, JeniannYi , and CharlesYohannan).

Inserving the Honors College student body, HCAB engagesin and plansmany activitiesto enrich theacademic and socid
experienceof the Honors College. We seek your opinionsand ideas so that we may represent your thoughtsto the administration
of theHonors Collegeand aso in order to hold eventsthat may be of interest to you and the entire Honors College student body.
For example, inthe past year, we have expressed thoughts to the admini stration about the Honors Core classesand held an event
to discussthe concept of the community withinthe Honors College.

Not only doweget down to business, wea so know how to havefun! Once or twiceamonth, HCAB sponsorsan Honors
Collegesocia or activity. Socidsare held on Fridaysand provide an opportunity for studentsand faculty to meet each other and
converseor engageinafun activity in arelaxed setting wherefood and musicareusualy provided. Activitiesnormally occur ona
weekday afternoon or evening. Some outings haveincluded placesall over the city, such as The Second City or theArt Institute,
where students can take advantage of free or discounted tickets.

Thelargest event that HCAB putstogether during the school year istheHonors CollegeBdl. Thisisaforma/semi-forma
dinner and dance held annualy in March at ahotel downtown. Itisopentodl students, faculty, and alumni of UIC. Last year, itwas
one of thelargest eventsof thistypeat UIC with over 250 guestsin attendance. In addition, part of the proceeds of the silent
auction held during last year’sball benefited UI C's Reach Out and Read program.

If youareinterestedin learning moreabout or hel ping out at any of HCAB’sfunctions, please contact meat jkim110@uic.edu
or attend the bimonthly HCAB meetingsheld on every other Monday intheHonorsCollege. Alsofed freeto shareyour ideasand
opinionswith any member of HCAB so that we can serveyou better. Good luck this semester and | hopeto seeyou around
BurnhamHal!




Trading Spaces. Creative Entertainment
by AdaMoadsiri

Have you ever been sitting in your room wishing that your neighbor would
redecorate it for you without your input? No, neither have |, but on The Learning
Channel, there is a show that does just that. Trading Spaces is the show where two
sets of neighbors switch housesfor two daysand redecorate one room of the neighbor’s
house. Each have a budget of $1,000 but don't have any say in what the other
neighbor does to their house. Each coupleis assigned a professional decorator with
whom they are to work. Some shows end in tears, somein smiles.

But are the results the reason people are tuning in? Are the decorating ideas
realy that good? Perhaps. However, | would venture to speculate that the real
reason many people are tuning in is Ty Pennington, one of People’'s 50 most eligible
bachelors and one of the show’s carpenters. Maybe people like the idea of being
entertained while picking up ideasthat they can try themselves. For whatever reason
people are tuning in, the fact that they are is making Trading Spaces al the rage.

Washington DC: A blend of

Politics and Business
by Saba Nasser

Following two hoursof travel from
Chicagoon June 14t, | finally arrivedinthe
nation’s capital to begin my journey to
experience a different lifestyle in
Washington for the next seven weeks,
interning at the National US-Arab
Chamber of Commerce. Washington, D.C.
is a city that presents one with an entire
blend of diverse cultures, history,
sightseeing, shopping, music, arts, and
exquisitecuisine’s. Besidesbeing hometo
the nation’s capital, where a majority of
theactivitiesarepoalitical, thecity isalways

buzzing and offers opportunities in
abundance. The city’s historical
monuments, diversity, and beauty made me
feel at homeimmediately and | adapted to
the new atmosphere quite nicely. | was a

Soif you want to check things out, Trading Spacesison TLC every weekday
at 4PM as well as 7PM on Saturdays. Like the spawn of the reality shows after
Survivor, there will be two more new decorating showsto hit TLC thisfall, so check
your local listings.

Some Decorating Tips for Your Room:

-When decorating your walls, the important thing is to not ruin the paint. So, when
putting up posters try using double-sided tape squares (poster squares) from 3-M™
instead of pushpins, which leave holes, or tacky which don't hold very well. ($3.00
for 24 sguares)

—When putting up clocks, mirrors, or other similar objects, try using removable hooks
by 3-M™ which comein many sizes. ($3 for 6 small, or 2 large)

—When lighting your room(s) halogen lamps can add alot of light without compromis-
ing space. ($10-$20 per lamp)

—If you are looking for posters, sometimes|ocal theatres give away their unused ones.
(You can put them up with your poster squares.)

Upcoming Scholarship Deadlines!

The Truman Scholarship provides $30,000tojunior or senior students planning to go to graduate school in preparation for careerg
ingovernment or public service. $3,000isawarded for senior year. Applicants should have an extensiverecord of public service
and ademonstrated commitment to acareer in public service. To bedigible, applicants must be sophomores, juniorsor seniors
(depending on graduation date) an the upper 1/3 of their class, and aUScitizen or national. UIC may nominate only 4 candidateq
per year. Students must submit materialsfor the Ul C sel ection process by October 7, 2002. Visit www.truman.gov

cont. on page 3...

The Goldwater Scholarship providesup to $7,500 for undergraduates studying and planning aresearch career in math, scienceol|
engineering. Applicants must be sophomoresor juniorsand should have a4.7 gpaand research experience. Candidates must be
UScitizensor permanent res dents, and must apply throught the Office of Specia Scholarship Programs. UIC may nominate only
4 candidates per year. Students must submit materialsfor the Ul C selection process by November 4, 2002. Visit www.act.org)
goldwater for moreinformation.

The Jack K ent Cooke undergraduate scholarship provides up to $30,000 per year to fund tuition and fees. Scholarsaredligibletq
receivefunding throughout theremainder of their undergraduate career. A pplicants must have sophomoreor junior stausand have
high academi c achievement, leadership and campus/community involvement. UIC islimited to one nominee per year. Students
must submit materialsfor the Ul C selection process by November 15, 2002. Visit www.j ackkentcookef oundation.org for more
informetion.

For moreinformation on any of the scholarshipslisted above, please contact the Office of Special Scholarship Programsat (312
355-2477 or in 120A SEO.
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Washington cont. from page 2...

part of the Engalitcheff Institute on Comparative Economic Systems (ICPES) program at
Georgetown University, which allowed me to take “ Economic and Political Systems” aswell
as “Transformation of American Politics’ along with 150 other students from all over the
country.

My internship with the National Arab U.S Chamber of Commerce had indeed been
exciting and agreat |earning experience. Growing up in Dubai, United Arab Emirates myself,
the Middle East had always been apart of my memoriesand | felt at home as soon as | walked
in. One of the main goals of the organization isto improve foreign trade and businessrelations
in all means between the United States and the Gulf countries. In other words, the organization
also helps these countries harness their vast resources of oil and energy in a productive way
that can be an advantage to others as well. My job as an intern included researching the
different business transactions that took place as well as looking for different business
opportunities that may interest foreign investors to invest in the Middle East and North Africa. One of the events the Chamber
organized in conjunction with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce was that of the visit of the Minister of Energy from Qatar. The
roundtable discussion we took part in was very interesting, where the minister spoke about the vast potential of energy investing in
Qatar. Another event sponsored by the Chamber that | really enjoyed was atalk given by the Egyptian Ambassador to the United
Stateswho spoke about theimmense growth and potential of thel T sector in Egypt aswell asthe small start-up firmsthat arelooking
for new foreign environment to boost their products. Like the previous event, there were eminent representatives from different IT
firmsand it wasvery interesting to observe each one'sinteraction and style of doing business. Throughout the process of researching
and writing up news briefs, | was able to learn about the scope of businessin the Middle East. This gave me a different perspective
on matters and has hel ped me perceive business situations better.

It isoften said that theory and practical experience both play an important role in education, and that they share asymbiotic
relationship with one another. After getting my first taste of interning and settling down into my new environment, the coursework
was equally exciting and took timeto sink in.The*“Economicsand Political Systems” course was fascinating and can be applied to the
many day-to-day facets of our economy. L earning the material has enabled meto apply some of those conceptsinthereal world. The
most exciting aspect offered by the ICPES program has been the innumerabl e events, lectures, and site briefings. The site briefing |
enjoyed themost, wasthevisit to the Old Executive Building, adjacent to the White House. | wasdelighted to listen to the administrative
staff share their views on the work they do and how comfortable they felt working with the president. Thiswas probably one of the
better events; we heard insider facts from staffers about the pros and cons of working with the president. Besides the site briefings
and lectures, the program had an excellent way of exposing usto different career paths by holding small group meetings with people
in specific fieldsin which we have apotential interest. The small group meeting | benefited from most was alunch we had withaCIA
agent. The agent was an alum of the program and gave usinsight on alot of issuesfacing the nation aswell as how to pursue different
career paths for a government job.

My summer in Washington D.C., has presented me with some of the most diverse and unique experiences ever. Because of
my internship with the National U.S.-Arab Chamber of Commerce, | have broadened my horizons and also realized the immense
potential and growth of different sectors in the Middle East. This experience has been very exciting and left me with many more
career pathsto pursue. The classes at Georgetown were highly intriguing and the professors never ceased to make the classeslively
and full of zest. | came into the program expecting it to be just another summer, with classes and specific eventsto attend. However,
during the course of the program, aimost every student had some funny or interesting story to share about hisor her experiences. This
program isabig eye-opener and presents one with aworld of insight on the various different issues surrounding us. The site briefings

. and all the excursions are lessonsto learn from, about how
organi zations function and the many work environmentsthat
exist within them.

| would definitely recommend the | CPES program
to anyone who isin the transitory phase of deciding where
their career is headed irrespective of the major one may
have chosen, be it Business, Science, Humanities or
Engineering. It isalso for those who need more of a sense
of direction to guide them towards a more stable career. |
livedinthe nationscapital, gained valuablework experience,
wereenrolled in classesthat were challenging, and enjoyed
thesummer with newfound friends. Inanutshell, the program
was excellent and | would recommend it to any student
from any major. More information can be obtained at
www.dcinternships.org or at www.tfas.org
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Honors College Social

by Deivya Bansal

Art comesin many different formsand shapes: paint-
ings, sculptures, and portraits to name afew. At the Honors
College on September 13, murals and mosaic art were the
themes. Renowned artist and socia worker Ferdinand Pleinas
led participantsat the Honors College socid inalarge-scale art
project. Theresult will be alarge mosaic-like mural that will
eventualy beon display at the Honors College.

Participantswere given atempl ate for the piece of the
mosaic they wereto create. They werea so given arectangular
sheet uponwhich their creativejuiceswereto flow. Theobjec-

tivewasto makeacopy of thegiventemplate by tearing out bits =

and piecesof Nationa Geographic magazinesand pasting them
onto the rectangular sheet. Each participant added their own
personality to the mosai c through the picturesthey used and
how they arranged the pieces on the page.

Persondlly, | lovedit. | felt such satisfaction when, after
scouring through several magazines, | finaly find that onecolor
that | needed to compl ete the piece. Many of the other students
and faculty memberspresent seemed to be enjoying themselves
too. Thebest part of the experiencewaswhenweall found out
what part of themural our individual piecewas. For example,
some of ushad parts of basketball playersor Chineseletters
that wereapart of theoverall background.

Allindl, it wasagreat experience and apalpable
success. Keep an eye and an ear open for the chanceto
participate again next semester; Ferdinand Pleinesmay be
vigtingusagan!

]

|
Ih—i!
[}
L |
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Give Back to Your Community
by SoniaKrishnan

OK, soyou'refilling out asurvey about why you
chose to come to UIC — the benefits, the disadvantages,
thewhole schabang. A couple of yearsago, | might have
said thelocation of the university isboth itsbest and worst
feature. Why? Well, it's hard to find yourself bored in
one of the biggest citiesin America, where al the action
is either within walking distance from campus or amere
train ride away. The phrase “big city” connotes more,
however, than just bright lights and huge parties. Living
in Chicago means being exposed to crime, poverty, pollu-
tion, and awhole slew of other problems that warrants,
but often failsto hold, our attention.

That was how | felt acouple of yearsago. Now,
you may be surprised if you heard me say today that as
UIC students, we should feel lucky to be exposed to all
aspects of our city, both the good and the bad. But guess
what? That iswhat | would say today. More exposure
to the city’s problems|eads to more awareness, and sub-
sequently, more opportunitiesfor ustolend ahelping hand.
How can we help? VOLUNTEERING! You guessed
it, and we' re fortunate enough to be attending a univer-
sity with plenty of diverse service-oriented organizations.

One of the organizationsisthe New Life Volun-
teering Society. I’ ve been amember of New Life Volun-
teering Society since my freshman year, and it's one of
the many clubs that allows us as students to help out
around the Chicago land area. NLVS works with the
homeless, hungry, underprivileged children, the elderly,
as well as many other worthy causes. The organization
sponsors both weekend and weekday events to cater to
both commuters and campus residents. All events are
accessible through the El Train; thus, with the U-Pass,
transportation is free.

Alternative Spring Break is another volunteer-
based organization, with adifferent style of delivery. Stu-
dents spend one week during either winter or spring va-
cation in another state, dealing with variousissues, such
aslow-income housing, nature conservancy, children, pov-
erty, HIV/AIDS, the elderly, etc. It's also agreat way to
bond with other UIC students of diverse interests and
backgrounds.

If you are interested in volunteering as a mem-
ber of an honors society, Golden Key International Honor
Society or National Society of Collegiate Scholarscould
be right for you. Both organizations offer a wide range
of service-related activitiesalong with the benefits of being
part of an honors society.

So, what exactly am | getting at? At UIC, there
are a TON of volunteering opportunities — more than |
mentioned, and morethan | can even count. Thisisyour
chanceto get involved and give back to the Chicago com-
munity, so get out there and take that chance.

The Ampersand

Reflections on Arusha, Tanzania
by Rena Patel

Immediately following Truman Scholars L eadership Week
2002, | left for Arusha, Tanzaniato carry out aHIV/AIDS preven-
tion education program through a San Franci sco-based NGO named
Global Service Corps(GSC).
Theprogram lasted for eight
weeksfrom May until July. A
total of twelve collegestudents
participated inthe samegroup
as| wasin, though, over the
gpan of the summer, atotal of
45volunteersworked with
GSC. Theorganizationitself
conductstwo programs.
sustainable agricultureand HIV/AIDS prevention. Infact, GSCisso
smdll and flexiblethat you can do amost anything aslong asit fitsin
withitsmissionand you pay the program fees.

My stay inArushatown wasdivided intwo segments, the
first being called* medica opportunities,” and the second being the
prevention camp at asecondary school. Medica opportunities
basicaly entailed shadowing medica professionals- physicians,
nurses, surgeons, medica officers, pharmacists, lab technicians, etc.-
at varioustypesof hospitals, fromrural to privateto government
hospitals. Each group carried out athree-week day camp at sec-
ondary schoolsintegrating information regarding not just HIV but
also about gender, relationships, social change, and many othersthat
| label asperipheral issuesto HIV/AIDS, and various sports, crafts,
arts, and other activities.
Several groupsof people
facilitated culturd learning for
me. GSC placed all of its
participantsin home-staysin
neighboring enclavestothe
townitsdf. | livedwith
MamaHappy and Baba
Happy aong with three of
their own childrenand two of
BabaHappy’sbrother’s
children. Frequently, Baba
Happy’sbrother and grandmother and MamaHappy’ssister visited
and stayed at thehouse. LivingwiththisChagafamily provided
tremendouscultura exposurefor meintermsof language, food,
religion, clothing, way of living, and values. Alongside, | dsogained
exposurethrough interacting frequently with agroup of malestreet
vendorsinthetownitsalf. Theseguysspoke Englishwell, dueto
their souvenirsbusinesses, and were very open about their life. | had
many discussionsregarding HIV, sexuality, gender, decisions, and
poverty withanumber of theseguys.

Two GSC volunteers demonstrate how to use
a female condom to Tanzanian students.

My host family’s children and Alvin, another
volunteer. From left, Happiness, Charles, Kenny,
and Reagan.

continued on page 8
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Words of Wisdom from the Seasoned Student

by MarikaWrzosek with contributionsfrom AparnaVemuri

Disclaimer: | am just a student, and most of these pieces of advice come fromwhat people
told me in my first year. However, | did not believe what they said until it was my own
neck on the line. Take what you will of this, and remember that while experience is the

Theday hasonly 24 hourslong... That’sright, folks...and only so much of theday can be
devoted to sleep. While the three-hours-outside-of-cl ass-per-credit-hour rule does not
awaysholdtrue, itiswell worth the effort to plan study timein real time, not ideal time.
Don't forget other obligations, which may include jobs (plan work hours reahsncally)
and numerous clubs and organizations. And don’t forget to plan some “me time.”

matter what you’ ve been told in the past, you are not Superman, you' re only human

No chores... Thisoneis simple: after the pesky requirements, do what you like. This |
includes majoring in whatever your heart desires aswell asjoining the organizationsyou |
like. Nothing you do should be a chore. Don’t forget that, should you ever apply to |
some sort of graduate school or job, your love of what you did will shine through; if an |
activity isforced, the admissions/interviewing committee would be incompetent if they |
did not see right through you. Your passion will speak for itself, so enjoy what you do, |
anddoitwell. |
Runthemarathon... In most classes, you will be given a syllabus the first week of |
classes. All your exams are listed there. The lesson here is to plan ahead. When the
syllabus lists a certain chapter to read, do just that: read it. However, keep in mind the |
college definition of read: learn what you read, don't just skimit. Moreimportantly, don’t I
|eave thereading off until thelast minute. A few chapters per week |ook deceptively easy
to catch up; keep in mind that on top of those there will be other obligations, and unless |
you stay on top of thereadings, you will fall behind. Itisinfinitely easier to keep upthan |
it isto catch up. |
Think ahead. .. measuretwice, cut once... Makeafour-year plan, but leaveit flexibleenough |
to accommodate new interests, which youwill surely find. Thepoint hereisnottosetin |
stone what you will take. Instead, the point here isto look ahead enough to ensure you |
have enough time to do all the things you want to. Changing your major? No
biggie...you're one of many. Study abroad? Research? Underwater basket-weaving? |
Sure, they'reall possihilities; just keep themin mind.

My what big teeth you have...So they have a PhD...that does not mean they bite! This |
piece of advice has immediate as well as future benefits. Your professors are there to I
teach you. That meansthey areto bein their office hour when they say they will. They |
areto bewilling to explain concepts until they turn bluein theface, if that ishow long it |
takestheinfoto click toyou. You are paying tuition, so you can expect them to meet you |
halfway. Just don’t come unprepared...if you do visit the profs (the same applies for |
TA's) come prepared; alittle bit of preparation on your part showsinitiative, which most |
profs will be willing to match. Aside from the obvious benefit of understanding class |
material well before the exam, soon you'll discover that professors have other lives
outside of the classesthey teach. Soonyou’'ll learn of side projects or research opportu- |
nities. Violal You're ontheway to establishing arelationship with aprofessor. That can |
only work to your benefit.

Often the professor in classis much different from the person in the office...get to |
know that person, since he hasawealth of information availableto you. All you haveto I
do is make the trip to the office and introduce yourself. |
That'sonehardwall...Inevitably, youwill fail aquiz or test at some point in your college |
career. That does not mean you will fail out of school and be left out in the cold. What- |
ever the reasons for this blip (unfair professor, lack of studying, the nerdy curve-wreck- |

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I
best teacher, someone else’s experiences can work just as well. [
I
I
I
I
o |
I

ers, etc.), seewhat it wasand fix it for the future. And if you fail again, learn from your
mistakes asecond time. Whenyou do crashinto that wall of failure, pick yourself up and
keep going. You may be sore and bruised, but you sure won't be broken.

Tipof theiceberg... You're just starting your college career. Make the most of it by
observing the world around you and actively engaging in the plethora of opportunities
awaiting you. College isthetime where you find out about yourself...so keep an open
mind, be ready for the road ahead, and most of all, enjoy all the happenings around you.

There’'salot to learn, and these few years are just the start of the rest of your life!
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One Year Later

by Kunjali Padhya

Oneyear agothis September,
UIC studentswereredlly getting into
theswing of things. School had sarted
afew weeksearlier. We had finished
the two-week period of frantic add-
ing and dropping, going to three dif-
ferent chemidtry discussionstofinda
good TA, and pleading with profes-
sorsto get into classes. Then, aswe
have heard so many times, on the
morning of September 11, everything
changed.

Asusua, my roommate and
| had dragged our bleary-eyed selves
to 8 AM chemistry lecture. As we
werewakingout around 9:15, afriend
stopped to say hi and said, “ Did you
hear what happened in New York?’
I’m sure that phrase was heard by
millionsof peoplethat morning asword
spread. At first, it wasonly bitsand
pieces that stuck out. “Planes, the
World Trade Center, flew into the
building.” My roommateand |, fill un-
awareof the severity of thestuation,
continued on to breakfast. Wewon-
dered about the details and made
some guesses as to whom or what
could have caused it to happen. Per-
hapsit was an accident, but we had
heard theword “terrorist” mentioned
afewtimesaswell.

| had then mademy way over
tothewest side of campusfor Reach
Out and Read volunteering. | wassur-
prised tofind the clinic empty except
for the staff. | heard someone onthe
phone saying all non-emergency ap-
pointments were canceled. For the
next hour, | sat with agroup of doc-
torsand nursesand watched the Twin
Towerscrumbleto theground.

On east campus, the atmo-
spherehad completely changed from
when | had left only ashort whileago.
Campuswasdeserted and therewere

cont. on page7...
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One Year cont. from page6...

police carsstationed al around. Inthe dorms, roomswith TV swere crowded full of people. Some of usexpressed relief at
papersthat didn’t haveto beturnedin or postponed quizzes caused by cancelled classes. Therumors continued to circul ate.
Oneof the planeswas supposedly headed to Chicago, and onewasamed at the White House. Wasthe Sears Tower the next
target?Living only afew blocksaway fromthe country’stallest building wasnow no longer asourceof pride, but oneof worry.
Asthe news continued, thosewith relativesand friendsin New York began to make phonecalls. Infact, | remember amost
everyonel know calingarelative, justtosay, “I’'malright, | loveyou.” By now the TV wasgoing non-stop. Every new tidbit
of information sparked aheated discussion. Many began to argue about politics, warfare and terrorism, while otherswere
simply too confused and upset about the situation to sharetheir opinions.

Themost positive event of the next few dayswasthe memoria that washeld that Friday inthelllinoisRoom. It was
uplifting to seetheroom packed to capacity. We a so realized how lucky wewereto be ableto havethat memorial. Our urban
university campuscould haveeasily been affected had asimilar event occurred in Chicago. Sowetook amoment toreflect on
our good fortune, and to say aprayer for those whose lives had been touched by the tragedy.

Asthingsreturned to“normal”, wetried to put thetragedy out of our minds. We got used tolonger linesat theairport
and concrete barriersaround skyscrapers. Doesthat mean we have forgotten the horror of that day? Not at all. As| have
written my ownmemory of theevent, thememoriesof otherswill makeup apart of our nation’shistory that will beremembered
indefinitely.

Find Your Niche
by Shifdi Arora

It'sthat time of year again, the beginning of another school year. You' veall seenthe commercials...an elated father
throwing school suppliesinto ashopping cart ashischildrenlook onindismay. Beyond the school suppliesthough, thereisalot to
think about and get used to within thefirst few weeksbeforewe hit midterm season. .. yesit’sactually aseason (well, | liketo call

it that).

Outside of classes, |abs, homework, meeting new people,
and hitting up some parties (wow, you' re busy!), you should find
sometimefor clubsand activities. It'sagreat way to meet new
people, have somefun and learn something new or help othersinthe
process. Not to mention that graduate schoolslovethewe |-rounded
student.

During thefirst few weeksof school al of the organizations
at UIC havether first meetingsand events. Thisisthe perfecttime
to exploreyour options.

Each organization offerssomething uniqueand one (or mul-
tiple) isboundtofit you. For example, if youlovetovolunteer, there
aresevera clubs, sororities, fraternities, and associationsjust for
you. You canjoin groups such asAlternative Spring Break, New
LifeVolunteering Society, DeltaSigmaTheta, or IlIstate Academic
Network, just tonameafew. If youwouldliketo get ajump-start
onyour future career, thereisapreprofessional club out there. If
you are planning to go into medicine, teaching, architecture, busi-
nessor even engineering, thereisaclub at UIC that iscalling your
name. Outside of thesetwo areas, therearea so groupsdevoted to
thearts, government, ethnicity and culture, religion, themilitary, lit-
erary arts, (tired yet? Well, there’'smore!) politics, Greek societies,
sports, and even honorary societies. With al of these possibilities,
thereisdefinitely an organization out therewaiting for you.

Sinceyou took thetimeto read thisarticle, you oweit to
yoursalf tolook through thelist of student organizations, which can
be conveniently found on page 12 of your UIC Daily, an attend a
few mesetings. Getinvolved!
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Tanzani A continued from page 5

Lastly, the students
themsalvesfacilitated much of
theculturd learningfor me.
They were so eager to take us
totheir homesand other places
andtell usabout their histories
and their dreams. | also had
incredibleexposureto the
“Adan’ culturein EastAfrica,
bel onging to agroup that Ameri-
cansgenerdly cdl “ South
Asians.” Itturned out that | had
- 3 " ) threeunclesinArushatownand
Students at Edmund Rice Sinon 0| had the Opportunity tovigt
School play the human knot. their homes frequently and catch
glimpsesof their livesand culture.

Alongwithworking for GSC, | wasableto carry out
someother activitieswhilethereaswell. | regularly volun-
teered at an African NGO called Childrenfor Children’s
Future (CCF), which sponsored ahousing complex where
street children were brought, feed, housed and counseled to
returntotheir family homesover aperiod of three months.
My experienceworking therewasvery unique becausel did
not know enough Kiswahili to carry out meaningful conversa-
tionswiththe
young children
and they did not f
know enough
English. How-
ever,tomy
surprise, the
childrenknew
Hindi filmsongs,
and over timethe
songsbecame
our language of conversation aswelaughed and danced to
varioussongs. | also had the opportunity towork at an
orphanage, which was situated adjacent to ahospital, both
sponsored by aforeign church fund. Many children, particu-
larly girls, wereabandoned upon birth at the hospital and
brought over to the orphanage. A good number of the children
weremotherlessand HIV positive.

il

Some of the older girls at CCF,
who sung Hindi film songs to me.

| also managed to do some of themoretypical tourist-
typeactivities. | went ontwo safaristo the Ngorongoro
Crater, Lake Manyara, and Tarangeri National Park. | also
took ahiking trip to thefoothillsof Mount Kilimanjaro and
saw breathtaking waterfals. And, last but definitely not the
least, | did souvenir shopping.
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Lessonslearned fromArusha
1. Mylifeinthe Statesistoofull of activities, likeclubs,

committees, volunteering, etc. BeinginArusha
surrounded by and seeking out people constantly
made meredizehow littlel interact withfriends,
family, and other peopleinmy lifehere. People's
presence makes|ifemeaningful, worthliving for. And,
| fed, inthiscrazeto change so much and accomplish
somuch, | tendto prioritizemy strugglesand fights
over peopleinmy

life

. Conducting research,

especidly socid
scienceresearch,
requires patienceand
flexibility. Thingsdo
not carry out asyou
had expected it to,
especidly whenthe
genesisof theproject
occurred hafway
around theworld.
Secondly, onehasto
beflexibleinthe
actua researchin
modifying oneor two
aSpeCtS of there- | found myself tremendously drawn to
search, &specially in girgff%. They seem to be very peaceful
field study and re- s

search.

. Knowingthelanguage of theareaisof utmost impor-

tanceif youwish to understand theculture. | felt
handi capped without knowing Kiswahili when first
got toArusha, and even after learning enough collo-
quial skills, | still felt my experience could have been
enhanced if | knew more. Thesameappliesto
knowing more history, anthropol ogy and sociology of
theregion beforeembarking onthejourney.

. Teaching and being avehicleof information and

knowledge empowersme. Beinginfront of the
classroom or having private conversationswith some
of the studentsand knowing that our interactionis
adingtheminmaking life-changing decisonsisvery
powerful. Thisredization, in one sense, makesme
guestion why | am not becoming ateacher but, in
another, affirmsmy reasonsto obtain adegreein
public hedlth. It alsofurther crystalizesthisvison|
have of teaching public hedlth, public policy, hedth
education or medicineat auniversity lateinmy life.
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