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|mp0rtant Upcoming Dates “An Evenlng In the Gardens”
The 2003 Honor s College Ball
Eeb. 5 by Kamala Saha
Dublin Study Abroad Session
Feb. 10 On behalf of the Honors College Advisory Board, | invite you to share the

HCAB General Body Meeting | evening of Saturday, March 1st with us as we celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the

8 am. Honors College Conf. Room | ;= Honors College at the 10th Annual Honors College Ball. Thisyear’seventisbeing

Valentine’s Day Bake Sale (9-3) | heldatthe Crystal Gardensof Navy Pier, anindoor six-story glassatrium which houses

and HCAB Social (3:30-5:00) | over 70 full-size palm trees and numerous seasonal flowers and plants. We'll be cel-

Feb. 14th ebrating in styleamong dancing ‘ leap-frog’ fountainswhile enjoying the gorgeousviews
Scholarship Assn. Award | of the Navy Pier ferris wheel aswell as Chicago’s magnificent skyline.

Applications Due The evening beginswith acocktail hour and isfollowed by anight of dinner and

HCAB General Body Meeting | dancing. Other eventsinclude asuperb silent auction and an awards ceremony to honor

Feb. 19 outstanding Honors College Alumni and Fellows. This year, HCAB will be donating

Fundraising Dinner at Quizno's |  proceeds from the silent auction to the Chicago-based charity Dreams for Kids. The

Feb. 13

Feb. 17

Feb. 21 . : non-profit organization provides assistance to improve the lives of children who have
Homecoming Dinner and Dance e . .
Feb. 22 disabilities or have suffered extreme hardships. After the conclusion of the Honors
Homecoming game vs. Northwestern | College Ball, HCAB will be volunteering with Dreams for Kids at a special program
Feb. 24 . designed to offer children educational and recreational assistance; members of the Hon-
Var 1 HCAB General Body Meeting | - ors College are encouraged to participate in this charity event.

The planning to make this event possible has been a collaborative effort made
by the entire Honors College staff as well as the Honors College Advisory Board, who
have been preparing even prior to the start of the 2002-2003 academic year. Many different locations were considered for the ball
until we visited the Crystal Gardensand immediately fell in love with the setting, which cannot be beat! Thefact that Navy Pier was
the original home of the University of Illinoisat Chicago helped to confirm the significance of hosting theAnniversary Ball at Crystal
Gardens.

Ticket saleswill be held throughout February. For UIC studentsand U of | Alumni Association members, ticketswill be sold
for $30 if bought prior to February 15th. After this date, tickets can be purchased for the price of $40. For UIC faculty, staff and
other alumni, tickets are $35 prior to February 15th and $45 after thisdate. Please buy your tickets as early as possible by visiting
our daily ticket booth either in Burnham Hall or CCC, or by contacting Kamala Saha at ksahal@uic.edu or Josephine Volpe at
jvolpe@uic.edu. Youmay a so contact the Honors College at (312) 413-2260 for information onticket salesor visit usat www.hc.uic.edu/
2003ball.htm. Onceyou have purchased your tickets, you will be abletofill out table seating forms online at this website.

Onceagain, | would liketo extend an invitation to all students, faculty and staff of the university to sharethisspecia evening
with usat Navy Pier. | look forward to the success of the event and appreciate the support of al who are hel ping to make the event
truly memorable. | hope to see you on March 1st!

Honors College Ball

Sincerely,

Kamala Saha

Honors College Advisory Board
Vice-President and Ball Chairperson



Focus on a Fellow: Augustine J. Sohn, MD
by Jenniann Yi

After recaeivinghisMD at Seoul National University in Korea, Dr. Augustine Sohn completed
hisresidency training in the northside of Chicago. Currently Dr. Sohn practicesat UIC Hospital and
teachesat the College of Medicinein addition to continuing hisresearch and advising undergraduate
studentsthrough the Honors College.

Although origindly interested in surgery, Dr. Sohn choseto specidizein family medicinefor its
diversty, continua adaptation, and growth for both the physician and the patient. Asafamily medicine
doctor, Dr. Sohn emphasizes continuity of care and enjoys getting to know each of hispatientsonan
individua basisduring thelong periodsof care. Stemming from thisinterest, Dr. Sohnteachesclasses
on patient encountersat the College of Medicine. Histeachingsstresstheimportance of theart of medicine, urging studentsto
look beyond the medical problemsof the patient to seek the personality of each individual.

Dr. Sohn has al so conducted continuing research in medicine. Dueto the variety of cases encountered in family
medicine, hisresearch interests have been quite diversethroughout hiscareer, including topicsfrom pregnancy to nutrition. His
current focusistheefficacy of exercise asapreventivemeasurefor chronic diseases, such ashypertension and diabetes, in adult
populations. Inadditiontothis, heisresearching agrowing perspective of hedth care, theideaof “ patient-centered medicine.”

Ontop of dl this, Dr. Sohn il findstimeto serve asan Honors Collegefe low for lucky studentslikeme. Hisadvice
for students, inany field, isto find aprofession that will remaininteresting and enjoyablethroughout one'scareer.

Upcoming Scholarship Deadlines!
Scholarship Association Awards and the Madison Fellowship

Scholarship Association Awards
TheAssociationisacharitable, educationa, and public service
organization, begunin 1963, whose purposeis:

. to recogni ze and support schol astic achievement
. toraisemoney for scholarships
. to promote asense of community at UIC

All work for the Scholarship Association isperformed by vol-
unteers- faculty, Staff, retirees, and friendsof theuniversity. The
Associationisanindependent, nonprofit charitableorganization
and will offer over $65,000 in awardsthisyear.

All of theAssociation’sawardsareavailableto UIC
students ONLY. The association considersthewholepersonin
determining recipientsof awards, which meansthat civic, com-
munity, and campusinvolvement should blend with scholastic
achievements.

UIC studentsmay request an applicationformfromthe
contact person listed following each award or Kate Knicker
[Office of Special Scholarships Programs (MC 115), 120A
Science and Engineering Offices, 851 South Morgan Street,
(312) 355-2477, E-mail:gorczyca@uic.edu . In addition, fac-
ulty, staff, and a umni may nominate studentsfor theseawards.
All of the Endowed Awardswill be presented at the University
Honors ConvocationinApril 2003, unless otherwise noted.

Goto http://www.hc.uic.edu/ and click on the Scholarship Assn.
Soring Scholarship I nformation link for moreinformation onthe
awards.
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M adison Fellowship

The James Madison Fellowship isfor graduating seniors
planning to pursue acareer in secondary education. Fellowships
areintended exclusively for graduate study leadingto aMaster’s
degree. Fellowship winners are expected to pursue one of the
following degrees: Master of Artsin American History or Politi-
cal Science, Master of Artsin Teaching concentrating in Ameri-
can Constitutional History or American Government, or aM aster
of Education degree or the Master of Arts or Science in Educa-
tion with a concentration in American history or American gov-
ernment, political institutions, and political theory.

Eligibility: All applicants must be UScitizens or US na-
tional's, be ateacher or be planning to become ateacher of Ameri-
can history, American government, or social studies at the sec-
ondary school level. Applicants must either currently possess a
bachelor’s degree, or plan to receive abachel or’s degree no | ater
than August 31 of the year in which they are applying.

Applications are due on March 1, 2003. Students may
visit the James Madision Foundation website at
www.jamesmadison.com or the Office of Special Scholarship
Programs for more information or for an application

Office of Special Scholarship Programs

University of lllinoisat Chicago

MC 115, 851 South Morgan Street, 120A SEO

Chicago, IL 60607-7043

phone:(312) 355-2477

fax: (312)355-1233

http://www.ui c.edu/depts/oaal/ssp
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Fundraising Effortsfor the Honors College Ball

by Neil lyengar

Withthisyear’ sannua HonorsCollege Ball quickly approaching, many different effortsare being put forthto makethis
year’sball asuccess. Thefundraising drivethisyear hasbeen, and continuesto be, an intense push. Becausethe priceof the
ball ticket barely coversthe cost of dinner at theball, these accumul ated fundsmust pay for other costssuch asdecorations, the
DJ, thestring quartet, etc. With theseexpenses, fundraising playsalargerolein being ableto put theball together financialy
whilekeeping the price of ticketsreasonable. Also, alarge portion of the proceedsfromthe Silent Action held during the ball
will beused to donateto Dreamsfor Kids, HCAB’ sphilanthropic charity for thissemester.

Thefirgt phaseof fundraising for the event has been underway sincethebeginning of thefall semester. HCAB hasheld
anumber of bake salesat Burnham Hall. Inaddition, several local businessesare also offering sponsorship. Storesand
restaurantsin Greektown and on Taylor Street arejust afew of these supporting busi nessesthat contribute by either purchasing
advertising spaceinthebal program book or by donating itemsand servicesfor the Silent Auction. The UICAlumni Associa
tion isalso making aconsiderabl e contribution by printing invitationsand adsfor the ball to commemorate not only the 10"
anniversary of theHonors College Ball, but al so the 20" anniversary of the UIC Honors College.

Keep your eye open for upcoming fundraising eventsby HCAB and hel p support theball. Therewill be somegreat
itemsavailablefor youto bid on during the Silent Auction at the ball. Additionally, HCAB will be selling spacein the ball
program book for persona messagesand advertisements. Inthenext few weeks, HCAB will beholding aVaentine sBake
Saleon February 13" in Burnham Hall, afundraising dinner at Quizno’'son Hasted K. (first floor of Marie Robinson Hall) on
February 19" from 1-4 p.m., and selling ticketsfor an upcoming comedy show. Take advantage of these great opportunities
and serviceswhile helping to makethisyear’sball asuccess!

Have a Ball

by AparnaVemuri

Wl folks, our nice, month-long winter vacationisover and it’sback to the grind. The new semester isunder way, and from
hereon out it’sall about reading, quizzesand exams! How sad! Do not fear, you DO have something to look forwardto! Infact,
you have something really exciting to look forward to. Inlessthan amonth, you are going to put on your best evening wear and
head out to the gorgeous Crystal Garden at Navy Pier for the 10TH ANNUAL HONORS COLLEGE BALL!!!

Handsdown, theannua Honors College Ball isthe biggest event hosted by the Honors College. Thisyear’sevent will take
placeon March 1S, 2003 at one of the nicest venuesyet: the beautiful Crystal Garden at Navy Pier. The membersof the ball
committee, headed by vice president of HCAB KamalaSaha, have worked diligently all year long to preparefor thisbig event.
They’velooked at al theimportant details—thelocation, the catering, the DJ...and most importantly, the charity towhicha
significant portion of theball’s proceedswill bedonated. That’sright, not only will the ball be one of the most fun and exciting
eveningsof thisyear, but your heart can be peaceful and content knowing that just by attending (and getting al your friendsto
attend), you aremaking adifferenceinthelifeof achild. (Seethearticleonthefirst page).

If youweren't ableto gotolast year’sball, whichwasheld at the Hyatt Regency Hotel on March 9, 2002, thisisyour
chanceto experiencethejoysand opportunitiesthat the Honors College hasto offer for UIC students. Last year’sball wasamagjor
success. About 250 peopl e attended, and the dance floor was packed all night with happy people. Last year, the Honors College
donated approximately $500 to Reach Out and Read, an organization that promotesreading to children. Many Honors College
studentstake part in the Reach Out & Read program; volunteersread to children waiting for appointmentsat UIC’ s Pediatric
Clinic.

If you attended the ball last year and want to relivethe evening, or if you are smply curiousto Ssee pictures, you canvisit
http://www.hc.uic.edu/2002ball_photos.htm Do you seethe happy faces? Of course! So bringal your friends, enjoy an
evening of great food and dancing, takelots of pictures, and et your face be onthisyear’sball website! Everyoneiswelcome,
from Honors College students, to Ul C studentsnot in the Honors College, to anyoneinterested in having agood time! We
hopeto seeall of you there! Mark your calendars“MARCH 1, 2003: 10TH ANNUAL HONORS COLLEGE BALL!”
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Restaraunt Review: Tuscany

by Cynthia Kay and Charles Yohannan

People probably don’t associate the Honors College Ball with food, but avery nicedinner isincludedinthisyear’sfun-
filled evening. Thisyear, with an amazing locationin the Crystal Garden of Navy Fier, thecatering for theevent will beequally
incredible—doneby Phil Stefani Signature Restaurants.

Phil Stefani isknown for hismany elegant Italian restaurantsaround the Chicago area. Some of the restaurants owned
and operated by Stefani are, Lino's, Rivaon Navy Pier, Tavern on Rush, Castaway’s, and Tuscany.

It wasour duty to try one of Phil Stefani’ srestaurantsto get ahint of what to expect for the ball’ sdinner. And what
better choice of restaurantsthan Tuscany, located on Taylor Street just ablock west of SEL?

I’m sure most Ul Cershave walked or driven past Tuscany at some point intime. With itsprime Taylor Street |ocation,
revolving doors, and sparkling lightsencircli ing theshrubsinfront, it looksclassy and inviting. Four adventurousand food-loving

had thetypical checkered tablecloth covered with white parchment paper.
Therestaurant had agood number of patronsfor aMonday night. | guesswhat surprised methe most wasthat we
didn’t havejust onewaiter. It wasmore of agroup effort. Any waiter who wasfreewould be our waiter for the moment, which
asinteresting. Themenuwasextensive, covering thetypicd Italian fare of pastas, pizza, soup, salad, seafood, ved, chicken,
and duck. The pricerangewas equally widespread; from appetizers and soups priced around three dollarsto fil etsand seafood

costing over twenty dollars.

But how wasthefood? That wasthemilliondollar question of the night. Although the membersof our party probably
don’t havethe most developed Italian palate, wedid try our best to use the English trand ations on the menu to deci pher what
ingredientswere contained in each dish. Even though each of us ordered our food independently, awide variety of foodswere
chosen. Ranging from minestrone soup and bruschettato ahearty plate of mixed meatsand salmon, thefour of uscovered an
element from the appeti zer, main course, and the* special of theday” portionson the menu.

Although thewait for thefood wasalittlelong, in the meantime, wewere abl e to appease our appetiteswith some
Italian bread. The unique aspect of Tuscany wasthat instead of bringing butter along with the bread, the waiterswould person-
ally make aspeciad mixturethat wewereto havea ong withthebread. Themixture consisted of baked garlic cloves, oliveail,
and parmesan cheese, mixed tableside. Half of themembersin the group liked the sauce, but none of us could refuse having
thetraditional, s mple butter with our bread. Sinceit wasthefirst visitto Tuscany for someof us, we enjoyed trying the new

Italian specialtiesand just observing the atmosphere at the restaurant whilewe waited for our dinner.

cont. on next page...

Navy Pier: the Beautiful and Historic Site of the Honors College Ball

Asone of Chicago’s most popular tourist
destinations, Navy Pier hosts many events
such asfestivals, fireworks, and an annual
New Year's Eve celebration. Its history and
diverse attractions make it the ideal setting
for theHonors College’s 10th Annual Ball
and the 20th anniversary of the Honors
College.

The pier was one of five piers planned to
revamp traffic flow and renovate the city after
the Great Fire. Architect Daniel Burnham
conceptualized the original plans, but when
construction began in 1914, only one pier
was built because of financial problems. Two
yearsand 4.5 million dollarslater, Municipal
Pier (Navy Pier’soriginal name) served asa
freight, passenger, and recreation facility.
The Pier extended 3,000 feet into the lakeand
was 292 feet wide.

When the U.S. joined World Wer 1, the pier
also served to house the Red Cross, Home
Defenses, and regiments of soldiers. It
helped the war effort while providing the
public with aplaceto relax and relieve stress.

The Ampersand

by Judy Liu
As atribute to the Navy personnel who
served during the war, Municipal Pier was
renamed Navy Pier in 1927. During World
War |1, Navy Pier again housed soldiers and
was used for training, so it was no longer
availablefor public use.

After thewar in 1946, the University of
Illinois moved into the Pier and became a
two-year undergraduate branch campus,
known to students as “Harvard on the
Rocks’ with its algae covered walls and
|akeshore campus. Thenin 1965, the Univer-
sity of Illinoisrelocated to just west of the
city to occupy its current space and became
known asthe Circle Campus.

After the university moved away, Navy
Pier fell into disrepair. Inthelate 1970'sand
early 1980's, Navy Pier wasthe site of
ChicagoFest, the forerunner to today’s Taste
of Chicago. In 1989, the Metropolitan Pier
and Exposition Authority took over and
began extensive renovations and improve-
ments. TheAuthority redesigned Navy Pier,

transforming it into one of the country’s most

4

unique recreation facilities. Visitorscan
enjoy the Pier’sfamous Ferriswheel and
other rides, anice skating rink, the Chicago
Shakespeare Theater, the IMAX Theater,
museums, shops, performance groups, boats
and cruises, restaurants, and much more.
Today it servesthe public as it once did,
attracting people by the millionsto visit
Chicago’sbeautiful lakefront.

In addition to enjoying the view of the lake
and the lights of the city, this year’s Honors
CollegeBall will be an opportunity for al to
see the previous home of World War soldiers
and UIC students, as well as to dance on the
rocksof Lake Michigan.

For more information about
Navy Pier, visit their web site:
http: //www.navypier.conv
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UIC's Mock Trial Team Wins at Northwestern Invitational

On January 18th and 19th, UIC snationaly ranked Mock Trial Team took 3rd place at the Northwestern Invitational
Tournament held at the L ake County Courthouse. Northwestern, University of Chicago, Notre Dame, UIUC, and Columbia,
along with 31 other collegesand universities, competed at thistournament. Individualsontheteam wererecognized at the
conclusion of each round for great performances, and Honors College sophomoreAnaPetrovic won an outstanding attorney
roleat thetournament. For the past seven years, UIC hasranked within thetop ten schoolsof the nation, and last year finished
4th at theAmerican M ock Trial Association Nationa Tournament.

Thisyear’svictory wasespecialy meaningful consdering al of the obstaclestheteam faced. At thebeginning of fall
semester, theteam’ sfunding wasjeopardized dueto the budget crisisat the university. Theteam made budget cuts, received
donations, and charged adlight coursefeeto membersin order to cover all expenses. Theteamisawonderful asset tothe
university becauseit isoneof thefew organizations on campusthat isgeared towards studentswith aninterestinlaw. Previous
membersof themock trial team are currently inlaw school or working among some of themost prestigiouslaw firmsin down-
town Chicago. Moreover, UIC hasestablished itself asone of thetop college mock trial teamswithintheAmerican Mock Trid
Association and would not like to seethisreputation end dueto financial reasons. UIC wasthe only team that was not funded
by itsuniversity/collegeto attend the Northwestern Invitational. Simply making it to the tournament was an achievement within
itsdf.

Thetournament ismade up of four triadlsthat are each three hourslong. Each team competesas both the plaintiff and
defense, and members prepareto act as both attorneys and witnessesin each round. Thisyear’scaseisLeeand Andi Smithv.
J.J. Thompson, inwhich Leeand Andi Smith aresuing J.J. Thompson for alegedly striking their son with avehicle, thereby
causing hiswrongful and untimely death.

UIC wasalso the only team that competed without the assistance of acoach. Theteamisstudent-led and headed up
by Captain of theteam, Jennifer Holder. Theteam started practicingin October and meetsaminimum of six hoursaweek. The
team meetswith attorney Pat Reardon and JudgeA.C. Cunningham onceaweek at the Daley Center to practicetrial tech-
niquesinarea courtroom setting. Practicesaresmilar to the study of case problem and tria techniquethat iscompletedina
tria advocacy courseinlaw schoal.

Membersof thisteaminclude: AnyaBudinsky (senior/Philosophy), Jennifer Holder (senior/Political Science), Honors
Collegemember Neil lyenger (sophomore/Biology/Anthropology), ClaireLovell (junior/Bus ness), Honors College member
AnaPetrovic (sophomore/English Writing), M oses Polonio (sophomore/Crimina Justice), and Honors College member Yelena
Zusis(freshmar/Economics).

The next competitionistheAmerican Mock Trid Association’sRegiona Tournament, whichwill beheld on February
15th and 16th. Membersof the UIC community arewelcometo attend if interested. 1f you have any more questions concern-
ing the UIC Mock Trial Team please contact Jennifer Holder at jholde2@ui c.edu or AnaPetrovic at apetro5@uic.edu

cont’d. from previous page

When our waiter camewith ahugetray, al of our eyeslit up and we quickly put the bread aside. Somereactions
included thefollowing comments: “ The minestrone soup and bruschettawererea ly good.” The soup “had alot of vegetables,
but perhapsit could have been alittle heartier. However, overdl it wasagood dinner.” Thebruschettawas*“alittleonthe
soggy side, but it wasstill really good. Good breadaso!” Thepasta, with alittletasteof Italy insde, wasquitefilling. How-
ever, the special, which wasantipasti piatta, wasvery interesting. | wanted to try something new at therestaurant, so | ordered
thisplatewhich had salmon, various mesats, and salad. After taking onebite, | wish | hadn’t been so ambitious. Thesalmon had
avery strong, pungent taste. The meatswere satisfactory, but without any pastaor bread, it lost some of itsflavor. Thebest
thing on the platewasthe salad, and I’ m not abig salad aficionado, so it saysalot when my favoritething ontheplateissalad.

Asfar asthe service was concerned, there were both good and bad reactions. A member of our party thought it was
“rude of thewaitersto reach over ustorefill our water.” However, thewaitersdid attend to our requestsfor butter and more
bread inatimely manner.

Tuscany may bealittletoo chic and refined for the average collegekid. It certainly doesn’'t havethefed of aplace
where atypical student would goto eat and hang out. However, it would betheideal restaurant for specia night out. Itsclassy
ambianceissureto carry over toal of the Stefani venues, making the Honors College Ball an even more attractive and exciting
opportunity!

For moreinformation about Phil Stefani Signature Restaurants, visit their web site: http:/mww.stefanirestaurants.com/
index.html
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Just Wonderin’ ??
By Joseph Morgan, jmor ga7@uic.edu

Greetings Honors College faculty, staff, and students! It isthat time of year again... when the magic begins, when loveisin
the air, when the snow ismelting and life on Earth again becomesfull, and...wait aminute. | do not know about all of that, but | do
know that itisonce again, timefor theHonorsBall! Thisyear’sball isgoing to be something special! First of all, itisgoingto beheld
at the Crystal Gardens on Navy Pier. That's right, the Navy Pier. Secondly, it is going to mesh a huge array of Honors College
students, old and new, graduated and studying, ajoining of the decades. Thisyear, aswe celebrate the 20" anniversary of the Honors
College and the 10" anniversary of the Honors Ball, my question to our community this month was simple, and straightforward:
“What is your favorite Honors Ball memory of all time?” What follows is just a sampling of the answers with which | have been
provided. Enjoy, andjoin usinthe Garden for the ball thisyear and make some memories of your own. And who knows, maybeyou'll
be able to write this article next year....what an honor.

“ After the Honors Ball, while everyone was picking up their coatsin the lobby, | sat down at the white Grand Piano in thelobby and
started to play ‘Imagine’ by John Lennon.”
—Tristan Shankara

“When | sat on top of the piano in the lobby and sang ‘ The Phantom of the Opera’ with Joe [Morgan — yeah, me] and Tristan
accompanied.”
—Jennifer Baek Editor’'s Comment: | was NOT a very good singer, but we had a good time...

“My freshmen year, Rishi Garg took Natasha Singh to theball. On that night, instead of presenting her with areal flower, Rishi gave
Natasha a head of broccoli. Of course, he gave her areal rose later on...”

“1 guessjust having agood time with all of my friends.”
—DimpleModi

“1 guess my favorite memory isthe fact that | get to go for free, because two people agreed to pay for my ticket this year if | wore
apink dresstothe Ball. Also, the Honors Ball wasthefirst time that Christina[Jacob], Charles[Yohannan], Joe [Morgan], and | got
to hang out...that was cool.”

—Jamie Joseph

Reader’sNote: | don’'t know if any of you know Jamie, but she NEVER wears pink...it isgoing to be comedic to see her init at the
ball thisyear.

“Watching all of those people bid for the MCAT class during the Silent Auction.”
—Jenny Liu

“Werodein acab to the hotel, and | forgot to tip the driver, so he started to inch hisway forward while | was still in the car because
he was upset. Also, the girls of CMW 2W never let me sit down! They really helped me to enjoy myself, and every time | went to
rest, no matter how tired | was, they kept coming back to get me for more dancing!”

—Christina Jacob

“It had to be the Ball where there was a procession of Honors
College students doing a conga line throughout the entire hotel,
led by [former Dean of the Honors College] Howard Kerr.”
—Interim Dean Janet Madia

“Wow, there are so many — they all seem to blur together. |
guess my favorite would have to be the very first ball in the
CCC because | had recently been appointed to the Honors Col-
lege staff, and many of my friends were still in the college as
students. So it was fun just to see everyone having a good
time.”

—Assistant Dean Stacie Williams

cont. on next page...
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Dublin on My Mind

Have you ever marveled at someone’s creativity? Wondered how a poet wove such arich story
with so few words? Been mesmerized by the colors and images on a painter’s canvas? If so, you
might want to find out more about UIC’s newest study abroad program, which will beheldin Dublin
this summer.

“Brain, Mind & the Artistic Imagination” uses the art and culture of Ireland as awindow on the
relationship between artistic creativity and brain function. Thisinnovative program was devel oped
by Professor Christopher Comer, aneuroscientist in the Department of Biological Sciences, who will
teach the program along with Irish faculty. “I waslooking for away to merge neuroscience and the
humanities,” says Professor Comer of hisinitial ideafor the program. “Therelationship between the
brain and the mind is one of the most fascinating issues any human being can think about,” he says
with infectious enthusiasm. “| want this course to help studentstry things out for themselves, think
about how their own brainswork, and realize how wide-ranging the implications of these questions
are.”

But why go all theway to Dublin just to get further into your own head? “Dublinisacity witha
tremendous literary and artistic heritage,” says Professor Comer, “and the current art scenethereis

vibrant without being too large to sample during the time of the course.” The program’s courses
take advantage of the city by focusing on Irish authors and artists
and by incorporating local museum collections and theatre
productions into the curriculum. An Irish-American himself,
Professor Comer hopes this will help students appreciate Irish
cultural heritage. “Becausethereare so many Irish-Americans, |
think we assume that Irish culture is not much different than our
own. But it hasits own unique quirks and traditions, and | want
students to see some of those aspects.”

The tower in front of Parliament Square
(the main quadrangle) at Trinity College

Students will receive six hours of credit for two interdisciplinary courses, each of which examines a

different system of the brain and its corresponding artistic medium. In thefirst course, studentswill explore
how vision works, and how understanding the visual brain can provide insights into the artistic process. A
second course compares popular theories of language and literary creativity, personal testimonies of literary
practitioners, and the neurabiological processes they may attempt to describe.

You can learn more about “Brain, Mind & the Artistic Imagination” at an information session hosted by
Professor Comer in the Honors College conference room, Wednesday, February 5 at 3:00 p.m. Or, you can stop
by the UIC Study Abroad Office, 502 UH, e-mail sao@uic.edu, or call (312) 413-7662. Applicationsare due by
March 3, 2003 and are available at the Study Abroad Office or online at http://studyabroad.pages.uic.edu.

Oneof Dublin’'sdisti nctive
colorful Georgian doors

Monderin from previous page.

With al of thisreminiscing and whatnot, | cannot help but share
my personal favorite Honors Ball memory. Okay, | have only
been to one thusfar, but thiswas wayyyy cool. | remember at
one point, many of the Honors College staff were out on the
dancefloor, enjoying themselves, when Assistant to Dean Madia
(and HCAB advisor) Joey Volpe came over and joined our
group of students and started dancing with us! That'sright! |
got to dance with Joey Volpe! Feel free to express your jeal-

ousy.

WEell gang, that's it for another edition of Just Wonderin'?! |
hope you enjoyed some of the random memories of the Ball
that | collected. This year is going to be EVEN BETTER!
Make sure you purchase your ticket, get dressed up, and come
out and have agood time! You know you want to.

Until next time, enjoy yourselves and go out and change your
little piece of theworld!

-Joe-

The Ampersand

Financial aid may be applied and scholarships are available.

Homecoming 2003: Carnaval!

Comecelebrate at Carnaval —UIC’sHomecoming 2003
celebration! Beginning on Friday, February 14", thereare
almost two weeks of non-stop events. Among the many
activitiesplanned, you' reinvited to paint the
windowsin CCC, seeanice sculpture
demonstration, watch the parade of floats,
8 and hustleup UH! Thecelebrationwill be
highlighted by theHall of FameDinner and
Dance on February 21% at the Hyatt Re-
gency McCormick Place. Thehomecom-
ing court and thisyear’ saward recipients
will beannounced. Thenext day, cheer on
the Flamesasthey take onthe Northwestern Wildcats at the
Pavillion.

Sojointhefun and get into the Carnaval mood!

For moreinformation, and acompletelist of events, goto:
http:/Avww.uiaa.org/chicago/homecoming/
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