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Important Upcoming Dates

Oct. 25
HCAB Bake Sale
(9:00 a.m.)
HCAB Halloween Social
(3:30-5:00 p.m.)

Oct. 26
Make A Difference Day
-Pumpkin Patch

Oct. 28
HCAB General Body Meeting
(5:00 p.m.)

Oct. 31
Society of Future Physicians-
Halloween Party

Nov. 4

Spring Timetable Available in CCC

Nov. 5
ASB Live and Silent Auction
(jkim110@uic.edu)
Nov. 7
HCAB Luncheon
(11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.)
Nov. 11
HCAB General Body Meeting
(5:00 p.m.)
Nov. 14

Golden Key National Honour Society
Induction Ceremony

Nov. 18
Spring Registration Begins

Nov. 19
Honors College Blood Drive
(10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.)
(appointments: amoadsl@uic.edu)

ASIANTATION 2002 —A UNIFIED VISION FOR ASIAN
AMERICANSAT UIC
by JenniannYi

After enduring asummer filled with anticipation and questions of “ So what
exactly isAdantation?’ sudentswerefindly giventheir answerson Tuesday, Septem-
ber 17th, when Ul C students experienced thefirst ever Asantation, aday-long orien-
tation for Asian American studentsat UIC. Thisevent was sponsored by theAsian
American Codition Committee (AACC), Student Activities Funding Committee, and
many other Asian American student organi zations and campus units. Thisyear’s
As antation marked yet another historical first for both studentsand UIC.

Theday began with an outdoor student organizationfair inthe Lecture Center
Plaza. Over 30 student groups, campus offices, and outsi de organi zations planned a
blood drive, and variousgamesand activities. One of themost popular gamesof the
fair wasareproduction of thewell-known “allooksame.com” test online. Thisgame
incorporated pictures of amixed group of AsanAmericansand Ul C studentswere
askedtotry andidentify that person’sethnicity for aprize. A fun and engaging activity
onthesurface, thegame d so served adeeper purpose: to demonstratethediversity of
Asian Americans and dispel thecommon myth that “all Asianslook aike.” Other
attractionsthroughout the day ranged from abasketbal | shootout sponsored by Cam-
pus Recreation, to ameditation demonstration by the Falun DafaAssociation, toin-
teractive cultural dancelessonstaught by membersof FilipinosinAlliance.

“I think it wasavery successful sart for thenew school year,” saysAgantation
day fair coordinator ElaineAguinado, asophomoreat UIC and the programming
chair of AACC. “I hopethisevent encouraged more peopleto support theAsian
American population on campus and to show their enthusiasm for the steps being
madeto becomean even moreintegral part of UIC.”

Theevening program caled “Night Vison” washeldinthelllinoisRoom. It
showcased the many Asian American student organi zationson campusthrough awide
variety of performances, including cultural and hip hop dancesfrom FilipinosinAlli-
ance (FIA) andAsanAmerican StudentsinAlliance (AASIA), step showsfromAl-
phaKappaDeltaPhi and Chi SigmaTau, and amartial artsdemonstration by the
Japan KarateAssociation. Alsofeatured wasthenight’sspecia guest “Mango Tribe,”
arenowned Asian/Pecific |dander American (APIA) women's performance collec-
tive comprised of 22 APIA women from acrossthe nation, including UIC senior Jill
Aguado. Mango Tribe performed vignettesfrom their recently rel eased production
“Sigtersinthe Smoke,” a* collaborativefusion of theater, music,

Continued on page 3



FOCUSON A FELLOW —-DR. JENNIFER WILEY
by Joseph Morgan

Psychology isamulti-faceted branch of socia science, with many of thesefacetsnever being seen
by undergraduate college students. “When most peoplethink about psychology, they immediately
associateit with therapy. Thefact is, most psychologistsare not interested in therapy,” saysDr. Jennifer
Wiley, Assistant Professor inthe Department of Psychology. Wiley isacognitive psychologist. Cogni-
tive psychology isabranch of psychology that deal swith how peoplethink and learn, how they use
language, problem-solving skills, and memory. Dr. Wiley isaprofessor inthe cognitiveand devel op-
menta psychology labs, dongwith fulfilling her dutiesasaresearcher. Sheearned her undergraduate
degreein English/Poetry at Duke University. Shehad enough creditsfor adegreeinArt History, but did
not declarethat maor. Shethenwent onto earn her PhD in Psychology at the University of Pittsburgh.
After graduate school, Dr. Wiley completed her post-doctorate at the University of Massachusetts—Amherst. A post-doctorateis
the equivalent of aresidency for amedical student; students study for a post-doctorate between graduate school training and
ganingafaculty pogtion. Dr. Wiley went onto serve asafaculty member at Washington State University for two yearsbefore she
joined thefaculty of UIC threeyearsago.

Dr.Wiley'sshiftintothefield of psychology isaninteresting one. Upon graduation from Duke University, Wiley felt there
were few job opportunities with a degree an English, so she turned to other options for graduate study. She had taken one
introductory psychology classasan undergraduate. Just prior to graduation, Wiley had aconversation with her psychol ogy
professor. He asked her what she was going to do upon finishing her studies. When sheresponded that she didn’t know, the
professor offered her aposition asaResearchAssstant in hislab. After ayear of work, Dr. Wiley knew that psychology wasthe
field sheintended to study, and she entered graduate school.

At UIC, Wiley studiesmany different areas of psychology. Sheclassifiesher two primary areas of study as*onebeing
practical and onebeingfun.” Her practical research dedswithif and how people understand what they arereading on web pages.
“People sit and browse and scan web
pagesfor theinformation they arelook-
ingfor. But theinformationisnot com-
plete. A lot of thetime, peopleleavetheir
computers feeling like they just ate a
bunch of junk food,” Dr. Wiley explained.

Upcoming Scholarship Deadlines!

Udall Scholarship
The Udall Foundation awards approximately 75 scholarships of up to $5,000 per year to

undergraduate students who study the environment and related fields, and to Native Ameri-
can and Alaskan Native undergraduate studentsin fields related to public policy and tribal
health care. Applicants must be sophomores or juniors studying an environmentally related

field with aminimum GPA of 4.5. Applicants should also have astrong record of activismin
their field and career goalsrelated to the environment. UIC selection deadlineis November 4,
2002. Visit the web for moreinformation: www.udall.gov

TheMellon Fellowship
The Mellon provides up to $14,000 plus tuition and fees for aone-year fellowship in humanis-
tic studies for students committed to teaching and research. Applicants must be U.S. citizens
or permanent residents, have a high GPA and GRE score, and be a senior or graduate who has|
not yet enrolled in graduate study. Applications are due on December 18, 2002. For more
information visit the Mellon website at: www.woodrow.org/mellon

TheElie Wiesel Prizein Ethics Essay Contest

The Elie Wiesel Prizein Ethics Essay Contest is an annual competition that is designed to
challenge college students to analyze the urgent ethical issues confronting them in today’s
complex world. Cash prizes of $5,000, $2,500, $1,500 and $500 are awarded for first, second,

third, and honorable mention essays. Applicants must be full time juniors or seniors and must
have afaculty sponsor. Applications are due December 2, 2002. For more information and
essay topic suggestions visit the Elie Wiesel Foundation web page at:
www.eliewieselfoundation.org

For more information on any of the awards listed above, please contact:

Office of Special Scholarship Programs
University of Illinoisat Chicago
MC 115, 851 South Morgan Street, 120A SEO
Chicago, IL 60607-7043
phone:(312) 355-2477
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Her questionis, “ Can people understand
what they have read on aweb page, and
if they can, how dothey doit?* Wiley
employsmany different techniquestotest
thistopic. First, she and her research
team study thelayout of different web
pages. “| am very anti-scrolling,” Dr.
Wiley muses. Basically, oneof her hy-
potheses statesthat scrolling hasalot to
dowiththeinformationweDONOT gan
from aweb page. To research partici-
pants, shewill present two different ver-
sions of the same web page (one with
scrolling, the other without) and then she
will garner how muchinformationisre-
tained from each page. Another tactic
sheusestoresearchthistopiciseyetrack-
ing, where shewill study theeyemove-
mentsof participantsasthey view differ-
ent types of web pages.

continued on page 7
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Continued from page 1
and dance,” that touched on topics ranging from Asian American issues to women's
rights and more personal struggles of the performers as well.

Attended by an estimated 300 students, “Night Vision” even attracted mem-
bersfrom outside UIC. “I loved the performances, especially the cultural ones,” stated
AnupamaTopgi, asecond-year student from the Illinois Institute of Technology, “1 think
it was great the way they promoted cultural aswell as social awareness.” Asiantation
co-coordinator and AACC interim Vice-President Jim Vasavanont moved the crowd
with a stirring speech addressing the need for awareness of the history and culture of
the Asian American heritage, the need for UIC to invest in an Asian American studies
program and the need for an Asian American Resource and Cultural Center. Though
Asiantation was an event open to the general public, it was developed to target the
incoming freshman classin particular. “Overal, | wasreally inspired by the night asa
whole,” says freshman Madhan Krishnargj.

Although aready a well-established event at the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign, this year was the first time Asian American students had attempted
to have Asiantation at UIC. Students organized this event to address the lack of an
institutionally implemented summer orientation targeting Asian American students, in
contrast to the programs already in place for other minority studentsat UIC. Thereis
adistinct absence of Asian American-specific resources, despite the fact that this popu-
lation comprises amost 30% of the UIC student body.

Asiantation aimed to bring together the Asian American students at UIC in a
fun and welcoming atmosphere, but the program’s greater goal wasto “ better acquaint
Asian American students to the resources available to them at UIC and also to further
the awareness of this growing minority population’s needsin students, faculty, and the
general population,” explains Vasavanont. These goals were firmly kept in mind while
planning the program. True to the slogan for the event, Asiantation 2002 was indeed a
“unified vision for Asan Americansat UIC.”

Alternative Spring Break’s 5th Annual Silent and
LiveAuction to be held on November 5th!

On Tuesday, November 5th, you will have the opportunity to take a
step back into the days of antiquity by attending Alternative Spring Break’s
5" Annual Silent and LiveAuction: “My Big Fat Greek Auction.” Theauction
will bemodel e after an ancient Greek agorawhich, indaysof antiquity, served asa
public spacefor assembly of the citizens, and hence, the political, civic, social,
and commercial center of acity.

The Silent Auction will be held during the day from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. in
Room 330 and the White Oak Room on the 3rd floor of CCC. A reception featur-
ing Greek delicacies and entertainment, including fortunestold by the Oracle of
Delphi, will beheld at 5 p.m. followed by the LiveAuction at 5:30 p.m. in Room
329 onthethird floor of CCC aswell. Theauctioneer for the LiveAuction will be
UIC’ svery own Ray Clay who wasthevoice of the Chicago Bulls.

Thisisagreat chanceto pay really low pricesof avariety of servicesand
items! Auctionitemsincludegift certificatestolocal restaurants, abookcase enter-
tainment system from Sony, and achanceto havelunch with Provost Michael Tan-
ner! Starting bidswill all be only afraction of theretail value of the goods. All
proceedswill beused by Alternative Spring Break to subsidizetripsthat send groups
of UIC studentsall over the nation to volunteer for and becomeimmersed in a
variety of socia issues.
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Getting to Know an Honors
College Student Athlete
by KamaaSaha

Junior Amol Desai knowshow
tobaancehisact. Besdesbeingapsy-
chology mgor and GPPA student, heis
aso sarting histhird year asamember
of theUIC Men’'sTennisteam.

A normal week of tennisin-
cludes 3 hoursof regular practiceeach
weekday, weightstwice aweek, plus
home and away matchesthat can last
entireweekends. Somewhereinthere,
Desai must find timeto attend classes
and maintain good grades asan Hon-
ors College student. However, he
wouldn't think twiceabout hisdecision
toplay sportsat UIC.

“It gives me something to do
besidesjust school. Being astudent-
athleteisacommitment, but it keepsme
frombeing bored.”

Desal believeshisexperience
ontheUIC Men'sTennisteam haspro-
vided himwith the perfect outlet from
his heavy courseload. By playing a
sport, he haslearned to build positive
relationshipswith team members. In
additionto living with two other tennis
team membersand good friends, Desai
has built astrong friendship with his
coach, HansNeuseld.

However, thelife of astudent-
athlete isn't an easy one. After long
practices, homework isawayswaiting
tobedone. Desal, like other Honors
Collegeathletes, hashad to learn how
toprioritize. Whilestaying committed
tothetennisteamisimportant, hemust
maketimeto keep up with thefast pace
of classes. Hebelievesmost of dl, the
support from hisfamily andfriendshelps

him stay focused and
do hisbest, whether
it beon the courtsor
in the classroom.
Good Luck UIC
Men'sTennisTeam!!
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Project ESTEEM |
by AparnaVemuri :
I

Can you think of the last time you put forth great effort
into an academic assignment like a paper or a project? Or perhaps
think back to thelast timeyou studied really hard for an exam. Now
fast forward to the end of the event (the exam day or the day of the I
presentation). Granted, predominant emotionswere probably anxi- I
ety or nervousness, but wasn't there also agreat sense of relief and |
satisfaction? For college students, this particular situation is one |
out of many. Every semester, in every class, we are presented with |
many opportunities to work hard and reap the benefits. Although |
working may seem like a chore at times, the end result is usually |
satisfaction that results in greater self confidence. I

Project ESTEEM (Enrichment of Science Through Expo- I
sure to Experimental Models) is a program that is student-created I
and run, based precisely on this concept of using academic work to
bolster self esteem. Inthe spring semester of 2001, Project ESTEEM I
was devel oped by Honors College student Gaurav Gaiha. His goal I
was to take the idea that academic success increases self confi-
dence and share it with disadvantaged children living in the city. I

To prepare for the program, students first researched and |
found a shelter that was receptive to the idea. They then came up |
with 8-10 science projects which taught important scientific con- |
ceptsthat were appropriate for a4™ grade level. Theideaisto visit |
the shelter twice a week, and conduct science projects with the
kids. While doing the projects, the goal is to incorporate a buddy/
mentor system in order to get closer to the kids and develop aI
meaningful relationship. I

Project ESTEEM isheld at theMaryville Children’s Shelter
in Chicago. The kidswho live there range between the ages of 10- I
18. Most arelearning bel ow their expected gradelevel and amost all
have experienced major setbacks in their lives that have affected I
their education. For these reasons, many of them do not have high I
self-esteem when it comesto academics. Thisiswheretheresults of |
Project ESTEEM can be seen. UIC students who have participated |
inProject ESTEEM will tell you that they saw avisibledifferencein |
how the kids interacted with them at the beginning of the sessions |
and at the end. At the beginning, the kids were somewhat quiet and
wary, but by the end of the session they were almost always excited
and open to new ideas. Sue Etminan (second year, biological sci- I
ences) commented, “It was very gratifying because we could see a
definite change in the kids. By the end of the session, they WereI
interacting and participating more, and eagerly soaking up what- I
ever information we made availableto them.” I

Thisyear Project ESTEEM meets twice aweek on Mon- I
days and Thursdays from 5:30 until 7:30 p.m. On Mondays, the |
group meets with the girls and on Thursdays, they meet with the |
boys. Thisyear, aslight change was madein how the program was |
run. It was observed last year that the girlswere less receptive than |
the boys to learning science than when the scientific aspect was|
the only component. Thisyear, Project ESTEEM changed the way |
they approached the experiments with the girls. Instead of simply
focusing on science, art was incorporated alongside the experi- I
ment. The girls were more eager to do the project, and at the same
time, learning the same material. |

Students may participate in Project ESTEEM for honorsI
activity credit with the consent of their fellow. For moreinforma- :
I
I

tion, contact Gaurav Gaihaat ggaihal@uic.edu
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Happy Birthday Golden Key
by Nirav Shah

This year Golden Key celebrated its 25" anniversary at
the International Conventioninits hometown of Atlanta, Georgia.
In 1977 agroup of highly motivated students decided to start an
honor society to recognize the excellence in students. What was
onceasmall organization only found at Georgia State University is
now thelargest honor society in theworld and awards more schol -
arships annually than any other organization. Past president of
Golden Key at UIC Juliana Choi received ascholarship asa Golden
Key Scholar, the society’ shighest honor. With al that it does, Golden
Key has spread across the globe in these 25 years, making it the
premier society tojoin.

Over 1200 members attended the convention in Atlanta,
Golden Key celebrated its past and looked forward to its future.
Guest speakersincluded Coretta Scott King, thewidow of Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Liz Murray, who went from homeless to
Harvard through her commitment to succeed. Together, Golden
Key chapters around the world have volunteered over a hundred
thousand hours of work, ranging from helping the homel essto clean-
ing up the environment. Students who attended the convention
also volunteered at food banks across Atlanta to continue Golden
Key'scommitment to hel ping our society.

| never knew the greatness of this organization until | at-
tended this convention. Golden Key does so much for the world
around it, and just as much for the students who have worked hard
to succeed academically. | am very proud to be part of Golden
Key and the President of the UIC chapter. | hope to have our
organization riseto thelevel of other Golden Key chaptersaround
the world. Next year’s international convention will be held in
Chicago.We will get a chance to show off our chapter of Golden
Key and our commitment to society. With the help of all of you,
our great students, | know that Golden Key will continueto flourish
at UIC.

Thinking of taking the GMAT?

The UIC American Marketing Association will be host-
ing a “reverse auction” for a Kaplan Testing Services GMAT
course on Wednesday, November 6th, from 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.in
Lecture Center D5. Any student iswelcometo bid onthe GMAT
course, which traditionally sells for nearly $1,200. A reverse
auction differs from other auctions in that the price is first bid
down to an acceptable level and then bid up again. Ms. Lara
Kousaie, aKaplan coordinator, stated that in previous auctions,
courses have been sold for aslittle as 50% of their original price.
The auction winner has the option to take the GMAT course at
any time up to a year from the date of the auction. The course
can be avaluable supplement for any student considering busi-
ness graduate school, or who hopes to get an MBA.

The UIC American Marketing Association isastudent-
run organi zation devoted to advancing the science of marketing
and assisting students who hope to further their knowledge in
the advertising or marketing fields.
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During thissummer, | traveled to
Kurnool, AndhraPradesh, Indiatowork as
a volunteer at Kumar Nursing Home
(KNH) and as an intern under Dr.
RadhakrishnaHari, aneurophysician and
internist. This public service project was
financially supported by the JW. Saxe
Memorid Prize.

KNH isasmall hospital that pro-
videsaffordable, efficient healthcare ser-
vices for underprivileged patients. As a
volunteer, | had conversationswith many
patients about their medical histories, dis-
orders, trestments, and lifestyles. My main
duty wasto educateilliterate peopl e about
basic healthcare concepts.

Onmy first day at KNH, thenurses
made mesit onthebest chair intheclinic
and would not allow me to approach any
of the patients too closely, fearing that |
may be infected with a dangerous virus.
Finaly, | grew tired of al therespect and
begged the staff to simply treat measone
of them. The nurses laughed and forced
metodrink acup of masalatea, sayingthe
spiceswould give metheenergy | needed
towork until theevening.

Later that day, a woman asked
about what she needed to do to keep her
granddaughter healthy. | turned to the
nurses for advice, but they only smiled
encouragingly. | begantolecturethee derly
woman about wel | balanced dietsand boiled
water, when | noticed how earnestly she
was listening to me. | wished | had the
authority and understanding of adoctor to
more completely answer her questions, but
| redlized that my modest knowledge could
also make adifference.

Asl becamebetter friendswith the
nurses, they told me to come to work an
hour earlier, so that they could teach me
how to administer injections, use hospital
equipment technology, and dress simple
wounds. These nurses were very frank
with meand helped meto develop amore
realistic picture of the Indian healthcare
system and the difficulties that confront
medical practitionersand patients.

During theevenings| worked with
Dr. Hari, whose home clinic includes an

The Ampersand

Medical Experiencesinindia
by HimaVidula

examination room, medical diagnostic cen-
ter, and small pharmacy. Soon after | met
him| realized that heisaphysicianwhois
truly devoted to public serviceand who does
not mind working until 3a.m., eventhough
he knowsthat many of his patients cannot
pay himwell. | admiretheway hetakesa
moment to share ajoke with a patient or
listento aperson’sproblems, evenif they
do not directly relateto amedical condi-
tion.

Working with Dr. Hari, | learned
how to communicate with people in the
compassionate, yet instructive, tone of a
doctor. Asmy Telugu (local language) im-
proved, Dr. Hari encouraged meinterview
patientsabout their medical histories. His
talent to amost completely make amedi-
cal diagnosisby asking theright questions
awaysamazed me. By observing thedif-
ferent patients that visited Dr. Hari, |
learned about the effects of environment,
socio-economic status, and culture on
health.

Below are two entries from my
journal that describe my experiencesinIn-
dia

Journal Entry 1

Amiddle-aged womanisherefor
her endoscopy exam. | describe the pro-
cedure, emphasizing that she will not
experience any pain as a long tube is
inserted through her esophagus to ob-
serve her stomach. We are waiting for
the doctor, when she begins speaking to
mein Telugu. | have trouble under stand-
ing her particular dialect and a nurse
nearby acts as an interpreter. The pa-
tient says she has come from a distant
village and has sold her jewelry to pay
for travel expenses.

Suddenly, her eyes well up with
tears, and she whispers, “ Do you think
| may die?” | am confused about how to
respond as she describes the symptoms
of her disorder. She tells me her health
began to deteriorate after the birth of
her third child. “ | should never have had
any children,” she cries. At this point, |
am confident about what to say, and re-

mind her of how much her daughters
must mean to her. Then she asks about
cancer. She has heard about it in her
village and is almost convinced that she
suffers from the disease. | correct her
views on cancer and explain that in the
rare case that she is suffering from it,
cures are available and many patients
have survived. She smiles weakly.

The exam is over and she is di-
agnosed with a gastric infection. As she
leaves the clinic, she warmly grips my
hand and thanks me. | know | will not
forget her.

Journal Entry #2

The patient is moaning slightly
even under the influence of anesthesia,
and the stained and frayed linen sheet
that covers him quivers dlightly. The
room, with itsfaded paint and large steel
containersof sterilized equipment, seems
inadequate for so delicate an operation.
The power fails again, the comfort of
air-conditioning is gone, and | feel
dlightly dizzy. My belief in the surgeon’s
ability to emerge successful in these con-
ditions is faltering, when a comment by
the anesthetist changes my perception.
“ The patient placeshisentirefaithinthe
doctor, and the doctor puts all his con-
fidence in his own abilities, the power
of medicine, and God. What else can we
do?” As | ponder her meaning, the
dreary operation equipment seems to
disappear, and | only see the colorful,
religious picturesthat decorate thewalls.

Overall, through my service
experiences, | gained a greater
understanding of the knowledge and
personal characteristics necessary to
become a successful physician and to
improve healthcare services in India
Perhaps the most important skill |
developed asavolunteer wastheability to
listen. Sometimes, whilel ligenedtoIndias
patients, | could changecriestolaughsand
ease fear and pain with afew words of
advice. But onmany occasions, | redlized
that by smply listening, | could perform
thegreatest serviceof all.
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¢t JUST WONDERIN'???
by Joseph Morgan

WEell, hereyou haveit folks, theunveiling of HCAB’snew article, “ Just
Wonderin'?’. “Just Wonderin' ?’ isan feature devoted to you, the Honors College
student, and what you haveto say on avariety of different topics. Thisfeaturewas
inspired by Jennifer Kosco, Assistant to the Deanin the Honors College, who also
helpsus put out thiswonderful publication every month. While Jennifer wasin
college,shewasthe editor of her college newspaper and printed an articlein every
issuethat gave theanonymousopinion of her advisor onavariety of different topics.
When we approached her about putting in aquestion of theweek in every issue of
theAmpersand, Jennifer told usthisstory, and we decided tofollow suit and giveit
asmilartitle. All answerstothe questionswewill ask aremeanttobeinfun, andto
giveal of usabreak from studying by reading information pertinent to thelives of
the student body.

Inthisinaugura section, we asked avariety of studentsthefollowing ques-
tion:

“What isyour favorite pick-up line?’

Thepool of studentscamefrom avariety of different places, including the
Honors Collegelounge, the Honors College compuiter | abs, and the Honors Floors
inCommonsWest. | will not maintain the suspensefor any longer; herearethetop
answerstothis, very important question. SIDENOTE: Inorder to preservethefine
art of picking-up aperson, andin order to not interferewith the games some people
play with those af orementioned objects of affection, theidentities of our respon-
dentsare being kept anonymous....:)

“Baby, if youwereasandwicha McDondd's, I’d call you McBeautiful.”
“Didit hurt whenyoufell from Heaven?’

Walk up to amember of the opposite sex, check the tag on theinside of
their shirt, and say, “Oh, I’m sorry, | was checking to seeif you were made
inHeaven?’

“I' lost my phone number, can| haveyours?’

“AreyoufromJamaica? ‘ Cuz, Jamaicanmecrazy...”

“Areyou aparking ticket? ‘ Cuz you have got finewritten all over you.”
“Areyoutired? Becauseyou have been running through my mind al day.”
“Hey baby, what’syour specific heat?’

“If I could changethe aphabet, | would put U and | together.”

“I' hopel didn’tlosemy library card, ‘ cuz | am checkin’ you out.”

And, in honor of those crazy Spadesgamesthat ensuedaily intheHonors
CollegeLounge...” Hey baby, what'syour trump card?’

Author’sPostscript: | apologizefor the*cheesefactor” of someof these. .. but they
werethe honest responses, and what type of journaist would | beif | changedthe
answersaround?

DISCLAIMER: Usage of these pick-up linesDOESNOT mean that you will be
guaranteed adate!!! Don’t cometo mewith problemsyou may get yourself tangled
inafter usage...

If you have any ideasfor the Just Wonderin® question for next month, pleasee-mail
them to me, at jmorga’Z@uic.edu.

The Ampersand

continued from page 2

Wiley's“fun” involvesstudies
which deal with insight problems.
Theseproblemsarebasicaly puzzles
that, when apersoninitially startsto
solvethem, they begin onthewrong
path. At acertain point, the person
has an “AH-HA” moment, and the
answer isclear tothem. Wiley isstudy-
ing exactly what causesthat “ AH-HA”
moment. Dr. Wiley presented mewith
one of these insight problems, and
asked meto shareit with theHonors
College Student Body (and | cantell
you honestly, | amill alittlestumped).

The shapes above represent
pennies. Thepenniesareintheshape
of awineglass.

Move ONLY two coins, so
that the wine glassis turned upside
down.

Dr. Wiley wantstointroduce
studentsto the areas of psychology of
whichthey know littleabout. Thisis
onereason she enjoysworking asan
Honors College Fellow. She says,
“Thereisalot of information out there
that studentsare never goingto get if
they donotask.” Sheenjoysworking
one-on-onewith Honors College stu-
dentsin order to providethemwiththis
information if they needit. Asafac-
ulty member at Washington State, she
served asan advisor (whichwasre-
quired of dl faculty), sothisisyt much
of achangefor her. “Theonly differ-
encenow isthat | don’'t haveto print
DARSreports,” Wiley jokes. “I am
ontheinsideanditisuseful for meto
present information to studentsfrom
that perspective. And remember, it
wasn't very long ago that | was stand-
ingwhereyou arenow.”
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Asthe 2002 congressiond dectionsdraw closer, it be-
comesimportant to discussthepolitical power of each citizen.
Exactly how much influence doesonehaveover hisor her con-
gressman? Theanswer to thisquestion liesin the proximity
between acitizen and hisor her congressman. In 1921, the
number of House memberswas set at 435, creating aratio of
approximately onerepresentative per 200,000 people. Anin-
creasein the population of each statein 1990 dissolved the
political power of each citizen over amuch larger district mak-
ing theratio roughly, one representative per 600,000 people.
The 2000 census numbersindicate that each representative will
now be accountablefor 650,000 people. Asthe population of
Americanscontinuesto expand exponentialy, how much more
diluted will thepolitical power of each citizen be, and at what
point isarepresentative' scongtituency too large?

These questions can only be answered by understand-
ing the purpose of the House of Representatives. TheHouse
was created to be one part of the bicameral |egislature that
allowsthe most populous states to wield the most political
power. Thestateswiththelargest populationswere afforded
morerepresentatives. However, asthe population of the United
States continued to expand, the government locked the num-
ber of representativesinthe House at 435. Theallocation of
the number of representatives dependson the proportional in-
creasein population of astate.

Thismethodology comeswith aflaw: eventhough a
state may haveincreased in population, it may |oserepresenta-
tives. For example, according to the 2000 census, Illinoisand
Texasboth increased in population, but Ilinoislost one con-
gressmanwhile Texasgained two. Thisisbecauselllinoisdid
not increasein population at agreater ratethan Texas. Asa
result, theaveragelllinoisan haslesspolitical power thanthe
average Texan. Infact, it has cometo the point where most
Americanswidd solittlepolitical power that they remain politi-
caly gpathetic.

Thisoutcomeruns contradictory to the purpose of the
House. Theframersof the constitution intended the House of
Representativesto serve asthe closest connection betweenthe
averagecitizen and thegovernment. By locking the number of
representatives, the political power of each citizenisdrowned
out asthe popul ation continuesto expand.

Congressional Apportionment
An Opinion by Mujeeb Abdul Rawoof

The antiquated reason behind setting the number of
Houserepresentativesin 1921 waslogica at thetime because
it seemed impossiblefor the business of the Houseto be com-
pletewith such alarge body of members. However, the popu-
lation of the United States hasincreased considerably since
1921, and aceiling of 435 membersnow decreasesthe con-
nection between acitizen and hisor her government, and it
becomes harder for acongressman to represent such alarge
constituency. Therefore, in order for the Houseto serveits
primary purpose, it makes sensethat the number of represen-
tatives beincreased to reflect the growth of the nation and a -
low for arepresentativeto be accountable to a constituency
that isneither too large nor too small.

Some may ask that if the number of House members
increases, at what point does Congress becometoo large and
unmanageable? Theanswer to thisquestionreliesonthetech-
nology of thetime. WhentheHousewasfirst createdin 1791,
it wasunthinkableto have 435 House representatives. At the
time, it would have been impossibleto introduce, debate, and
passbillsamong 435 different membersrepresenting adiverse
constituency. However, astime has passed and technol ogy has
permitted, it became possibleto conduct House businesswith
435 membersthrough el ectronic voting and other technol ogi-
cally-aided means. Today, anincrease of membersispossible
through varioustechnol ogical improvements. For example,
House memberscould vote on billsbeing debated in Washing-
tonremotedy viaasecurecomputer network. Video conferencing
could alow committee membersto debate billswithout actu-
ally being on Capitol Hill. Technology will allow representa
tivesto be held more closely accountable by their constituen-
cies.

Until then, asthe population continuesto expand ex-
ponentially and the mg ority of Americansremainsapathetic
towardsitsgovernment, it isclear that the branch of govern-
ment that is supposed to be closest to the citizenry isdrifting
further and further away fromthe averageAmerican.

HCAB would like to remind you to exercise your
right to vote on November 5, 2002.

Thank you to the contributing authorsof thisissue.
If you areinterested inwriting for The Ampersand,
please contact an HCAB representative.
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