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1998. In Chapter Three, “The Romantic Heroine,” Conway discusses how Jane Addams
constructed her autobiography, Twenty Years at Hull-House. Conway states: “Only once does her
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the unemployed in the city of Chicago, appear in Twenty Years at Hull-House, and then only
indirectly. Addams lets the mask dlip, seemingly by accident, to reveal herself as a busy manager
of people.” (Conway, p. 50.)
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Lathrop, Mary E. McDowell, and Ellen Gates Starr.
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Type. New York: Vintage Books, 1965. See Chapter 1. “Jane Addams; The College Woman and
the Family Claim.”

Linn, James Weber. Jane Addams. A Biography. New Y ork: D. Appleton Century Company,
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Perkins, Frances. “My Recollections of Florence Kelley.” Social Service Review 28 (March
1954): 12-19.

Schultz, Rima Lunin and Adele Hast, Editors. Women Building Chicago 1790-1990: A
Biographical Dictionary.: Indiana University Press, 2001, has biographies of Jane Addams, Grace
Abbott, Edith Abbott, Sophonisbia Breckinridge, Ellen Gates Starr, Julia C. Lathrop, Florence
Kelley, Alzina Parsons Stevens, Louise deKoven Bowen, Eleanor Smith, Helen Culver, Mary J.
H. Wilmarth, Rachelle Y arros, Adena Miller Rich, Jessie Binford, Mary E. McDowell, Mary
Kenney O’ Sullivan, Harriet Rice, Josefa Humpal Zeman, Eleanor Slagle, Edith deNancrede, Ann
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2. Books About Hull-House, The Progressive Era, The Social Settlement Movement, The
New Deal, and Post-World War |11 America.

Addams, Jane, Twenty Years At Hull -House with Autobiographical Notes. (1910). There are a
variety of reprints with introductions. Of |ate there has been considerable discussion about the
reliability of Addams's account. Twenty Years is not history, but a self-conscious construction by
an able writer who had lots of practice developing the public image of Hull-House. Jane Addams
had experimented with its basic content starting in 1905 and published three articles the next year
in the Ladies Home Journal ; Twenty Years appeared in serialized form in four articlesin the
American Magazine the same year the book was published. Historians must be careful of the
autobiographical writings of Addams. As her chief biographer Allen F. Davis writes, “Twenty
Years at Hull-House, like all autobiographies, bears a close resemblance to fiction.” Another
biographer, Victoria Brown, writes, “Readers of Twenty Years at Hull-House are often
disconcerted to learn that the ‘ autobiographical notes Jane Addams provides do not fit precisely
with the life record her biographers have been able to reconstruct.” James Hurt in his introduction
to the University of Illinois Press reprint of Twenty Years (1990) comments. “What are we to
make of these considerable disparities between Addams's early life and her account of it, between
the historical and the autobiographical views? The conclusion is perhaps obvious: that Twenty
Years at Hull-House is avivid illustration of a point that recent critics of autobiography have
made repeatedly, that autobiography is never asimple recording of facts about oneself but rather
an act of self-creation, aretrospective selection of facts about one’s life that give it a coherence
that it lacked—that in the nature of things it had to lack—in the actual living.”

In addition, Jane Addams's version of her life was made even more difficult to dislodge with the
publication of the first full-length biography published soon after her death. Addams's nephew
James Weber Linn, an English professor at the University of Chicago who had aclose



relationship to his aunt and her colleagues at Hull-House, wrote Jane Addams: A Biography,
under the direction of Addams herself, who made certain her nephew perpetuated the stories and
interpretations familiar already to readers of Twenty Years at Hull-House. For many years, Linn’s
work was one of the most popular biographies of Jane Addams.
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Lasch-Quinn, Elisabeth. Black Neighbors: Race and the Limits of Reformin the American
Settlement House Movement, 1890-1945. The University of NorthCarolina Press, 1993.

Lissak, Rivka Shpak. Pluralism & Progressives. Hull House and the New Immigrants, 1890-
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2001. Chapter Twelve, “Chicago” includes a discussion of Hull-House and Jane Addams.
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Stebner, Eleanor J. The Women of Hull House: A Study of Spirituality, Vocation, and Friendship.
State University of New York Press, 1997.

Storrs, Landon R.Y. Civilizing Capitalism: The National Consumers League, Women's Activism,



and Labor Standardsin the New Deal Era. The University of North Carolina Press, 2000.

Tomko, Linda J. Dancing Class. Gender, Ethnicity, and Social Dividesin American Dance, 1890-
1920. Indiana University Press, 1999.

Trolander, Judtih Ann. Settlement Houses and the Great Depression. Wayne State University
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Wilson, Helen L. and Eunice W. Smith. “Chicago Housing Conditions, VII1: Among the Slovaks
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