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Developmental Perspectives on
Autobiographical Recall

Robyn Fivush

Emory University

O<mn the last decade there has been increasing controversy over
children’s ability to give credible eyewitness testimony. As demon-
strated by the chapters in this volume, researchers have been
concerned with factors affecting the accuracy, suggestibility, and
malleability of children’s memory. But these questions must be placed
in the context of children’s developing memory abilities. Children’s
eyewitness testimony can be understood only in terms of how much
children are able to remember about experienced events, how long
they can retain this information, and how accurate their memories are.
Most important, these abilities must be placed in developmental’
perspective; children of different ages have different memory skills,
and we need to understand how these skills develop in order to be able
to effectively evaluate children’s testimony.

I have been investigating the development of children’s memory
for personally experienced events in a series of studies of children
ranging in age from 272 through 11 years. Different studies have
examined different influences on autobiographical recall, including age
of the child, time since the experience, who is asking the child for recall,
and what kinds of memory questions and cues are asked. Each of these
factors has important effects on what information is remembered on
any given recall occasion. In this chapter, I review this research, as well
as related research on autobiographical memory, both with adults and
children, with an emphasis on issues relevant to children’s ability to
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