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of the UIC Jewish Studies Program  

Dear Colleagues, Students and  

Friends of the UIC Jewish  

Studies Program:  

The last semester was rich in activities 

and programs thanks to outreach on the 

part of the Jewish Studies Program and our 

collaboration with other campus programs 

and the Chicago community. Our partners 

included the Jewish Federation of 

Metropolitan Chicago, the Greek 

Community of Greater Chicago, the Levine 

Hillel Center, the UIC Liberal Arts and 

Sciences Alumni Association, the UIC 

Latino Cultural Center, and UIC academic 

units including the Political Science, the 

Gender and Women's Studies and Foreign 

Languages. 

Jewish Studies intersects with virtually 

all UIC academic units represented on 

campus, including History, Germanic 

Studies, and Medical Education. Once these 

connections are made visible, we enjoy 

wonderful opportunities to attract new 

students and friends to our field of study. 

Speaking for myself, I was delighted this 

last semester to teach one of the brightest, 

most enthusiastic and diverse group of 

students in JSt 125 ( Diaspora, Exile, 

Genocide: Aspects of the European Jewish 

Experience in Literature and Film), and 

was happy to hear similar accounts from my 

colleagues. The Hebrew language classes 

were fully enrolled, as was the seminar 

taught by Distinguished Israel Studies 

Visiting Professor, Sergio DellaPergola. 

Another piece of excellent news is the 

growing number of Jewish Studies 

Undergraduate Minors. In addition, a 

graduate student from Germanic Studies, 

Michelle Linton, is working on the 

Concentration in Jewish Studies for MA and 

PhD students offered by the Department of 

Germanic Studies in cooperation with the 

Jewish Studies Program.    

Fall 2009 was rich in programs. The 

Jewish Awareness Month (Mid -October to 

By Dagmar C. G. Lorenz  

Letter from the Director  

The traditional Chinese curse: òMay you live in interesting timesó does not 

do any justice to my semester as Visiting Senior Israeli Scholar at the 

University of Illinois at Chicago. There has been no single dull moment in what 

has been for me a most interesting and productive academic experience in a 

beautiful city that has surprised me for its unusually forthcoming weather this 

fall.  

For the past three years, with the support of the Israel Studies Project of 

the Chicago United Jewish Federation, the Jewish Studies Program has hosted 

a Senior Israeli Faculty. Michael Kotzin, the Executive Vice -President of the 

Federation, was particularly active in creating this connection. I was glad to 

accept the invitation also because I knew I would find here a number of 

colleagues in the department of Economics with whom I already had worked on 

themes of common interest ðBarry Chiswick, Carmel Chiswick, and Evelyn 

Lehrer. And while staying at UIC, I have been able to acquire some very good 

new colleagues, first among them the Head of the Jewish Studies Program 

Dagmar Lorenz, and the Associate Director, Nancy Gebhardt. Among others 

who have played a role in making my stay here pleasant and productive: Robert 

Gordon, Elizabeth Löntz, Robert Johnston, Marla Baker of the Hillel program, 

and all other Jewish Studies members.  

During the semester of my stay, I have come to appreciate the various 

activities on campus, but especially the Jewish Studies Program. Although the 

Program is not very large, it is of excellent quality and offers an attractive 

platform to students who cultivate a variety of interests, stand at different levels 

of previous knowledge and have diverse ambitions regarding their future 

specializations.  

Surely one of the most interesting aspects of my stay at UIC has been my 

interaction with the students in my course òOverview of the Contemporary 

A Letter from  

Sergio DellaPergola,  
  d 

The Shlomo Argov Chair in  

Israel -Diaspora Relations,  

The Hebrew University  

of Jerusalem  

(see DIRECTOR, p. 4) (see DELLAPERGOLA, p. 4) 
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Program Brings DellaPergola to UIC 

Front row (l -r): Dagmar C.G. Lorenz,  

Elizabeth Loentz, Sergio DellaPergola  

Back row: Rabbi Anna Levin Rosen, Marla 

Baker, Nancy Gebhardt  
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The òCommemoration of Greek Jews Lost in the Holocaust and Celebration of 2300 Years of 

Jewish Heritage in Greeceó was a series of collaborative events held during the first week of 

November, 2009.  Working together with the Greek Community in Chicago, the Central Board of 

Jewish Communities in Greece, and the Illinois Holocaust Museum as well as with the financial 

support of many individuals and organizations in the Chicago Greek community, Heinz Kounio, 

president of Thessalonikiõs Assembly of the Jewish Community, author, and Holocaust survivor of 

Auschwitz, came to Chicago from Greece to speak about his personal experiences and deep historical 

knowledge of the Jewish Greek community in Thessaloniki.  

The events began with a lecture on Tuesday, November 3 by Jean Cohen, a prominent 

journalist from Athens, who was the Greek liaison for organizing the events.  On Tuesday evening, 

Charles J. Mouratides, a local Greek journalist and a member of the Chicago organizing committee, 

hosted a welcoming dinner at Maggianoõs Restaurant in Chicago 

attended by Mr. and Mrs. Kounio, their daughter, Hella Matalon, granddaughter, Kelly Matalon and 

other family members and the entire organizing committee.  The dinner was a wonderful opportunity 

for all of those who had been working on the events from afar for over six months to finally meet one 

another and finalize all program details.  

        On Wednesday, November 4 a luncheon was hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Andrew A. Athens, National 

Chairman of the United American Hellenic Congress, in the Signature Room at the John Hancock 

Building to honor Mr. And Mrs. Kounio along with the Greek Consul General of Greece, Anastasios 

Petrovas.  Nearly fifty representatives of the UIC, the Chicago Greek Community and all of our Greek 

visitors attended this luncheon to hear Mr. Athens speak eloquently about the Nazi occupation of 

Greece.  All guests were presented with a new text titled Young People in the Maelstrom of Occupied 

Greece. 

        That evening nearly 250 people gathered at UIC to hear 

Heinz Kounio speak on Jewish history in Thessaloniki and his 

own experiences in surviving Auschwitz.  We were extremely honored by the participation of eminent 

members of UIC, Chicago, and Greek communities including UIC Chancellor Paula Allen -Meares who 

gave the opening remarks. Both Anastasios Petrovas, Consul General of Greece and Orli Gil, Consul 

General of Israel welcomed the international assembly and Mariyana Spyropoulos, the Commissioner 

of Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Chicago presented Mr. Kounio with a plaque for his 

distinguished services to his country and to the Jewish people.  Alderman Bernard Stone attended and 

presented UIC with a resolution adopted by the City Council of Chicago, declaring òNovember first 

through November seventh, a solemn time of Remembrance of the Greek Jewish victims of the 

Holocaustó in Chicago. The famous tenor, Hazzan Alberto Mizrahi honored our event by opening the 

evening with a prayer òEl Malay Rachamimó in remembrance of all Holocaust victims. He closed the 

event with three Ladino songs.  It was an unforgettable evening and a great success for the Jewish 

Studies Program as the third major collaboration with the Greek Communities of Chicago and the 

country of Greece.  

Master of Ceremonies Robert Gordon (l) 

shakes hands with Anastasios Petrovas,  

Consul General of Greece to Chicago  

Heinz Kounio, Keynote Speaker  

Paula Allen -Meares 

UIC Chancellor  

Mariyana Spiropoulos presents a plaque to 

Heinz Kounio for his Distinguished Services  

Orli Gil  

Consul General of Israel  

Alberto Mizrahi  

Cantor  

Andrew A. Athens,  

President of the UHAC  

(see KOUNIO, p. 5) 

Chicago's Greek Community and the Jewish Studies Program 
Collaborate to Bring Heinz Kounio to UIC Campus 
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A letter from Nancy Gebhardt  

SEPTEMBER 22, 2009 

òEast European Jews on the 

Eve of World War IIó 

Gershon Bacon 

OCTOBER 2, 2009 
òLanguage as an Issue of Identity: 

Aliyah or Exile in Israel in the Works 

of Austrian Jewish Authors Shimon 

Kronberg, Elazar Benyötz, Tuvia 

R¿bner, Ilana Shmuelió 

Primus Heinz Kucher  

NOVEMBER 19, 2009 

òJewish in America, 

 Jewish in Chicagoó 

Hasia Diner  

On November 19, 2009, alumna 

Hasia Diner (PhD History), came 

home to UIC to present a program 

especially crafted to interest Chicago 

listeners: òJewish in America, Jewish 

in Chicago.ó  Dinerõs affinity for 

Chicagoõs Jewish history was 

apparent in her talk in which she 

discussed the Jewish community in 

Chicago since its incorporation as a 

city in 1837.  Her talk included 

references to the early west side 

settlements, to Hyde Park and the 

South Shore.  She introduced the 

Jewish settlers who founded the KAM 

Isaiah Synagogue and talked about 

Julius Rosenwald, founder of the 

Museum of Science and Industry and 

major developer of the Sears and 

Roebuck enterprise. She made the 

connection between UIC and the 

Maxwell Street markets where 

Jewish peddlers once reigned 

supreme and where our dormitories 

rise today. She also devoted some 

time to the orthodox communities in 

todayõs Rogers Park neighborhood 

and in Skokie.  Diner came to UIC 

with the hope of stimulating alumni 

support for the Jewish Studies 

Program in the Jewish Community. 

We hope that our readers, who didnõt 

get the chance to attend this 

fascinating talk will look for the text 

that we plan to post on our website in 

the near future.  

(l-r): Laura Hostetler, Dagmar C.G. Lorenz, 

Dwight A. McBride, Hasia Diner  

NOVEMBER 12, 2009 

Discussion and screening of Thunder in 

Guyana , about the late Janet Jagan, 

former president of Guyana  

Suzanne Wasserman  

NOVEMBER 20, 2009 

òLa pol²tica desflecada. Dos novellas 

argentinas recientes: Glaxo e Historia 

del Llantoó 

Sergio Chejfec 

OCTOBER 12, 2009 

òRosa Nissanõs Like a Bride/Like a 

Mother : A Sephardic -Mexican Family 

Romanceó 

Margarita Saona  

OCTOBER 19, 2009 

Womenõs Rosh Chodesh Dinner and 

discussion of the History of Jewish 

Womenõs Activism 

Elizabeth Loentz  

OCTOBER 10, 2009 

òIsrael and World Jewry in the 

21st Century: Close Family or  

Distant Relatives?ó 

Sergio Dellapergola  

NOVEMBER 30, 2009 

òView from Another Planet: 

Public Attitudes and Policies  

Toward Childbearing in Israeló 

OCTOBER 28, 2009 

òJewish Intermarriage 

Around the Worldó 

%ÖÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ &ÁÌÌ ȬΡΫ 

ɉÓÅÅ Ȭ'%"(!2$4ȭȟ ÐÇȢ ΧɊ 

Dear Readers,  

It has been such an important semester in the UIC Jewish Studies Program. Our first 

Jewish Awareness Month in collaboration with the Levine Hillel Center was an 

astoundingly rewarding experience.  The scope of the programming detailed on this page 

and seen on the other pages of this newsletter added so much to the academic growth of our 

students.  Our Distinguished Visiting Israel Scholar Sergio DellaPergola, who shared both 

his research interests and his personal experiences as an immigrant of long standing to 

Israel, brought our Israel Studies students insights that they simply could not have 

experienced elsewhere.  The journalist Jean Cohen raised studentsõ awareness of both the 

difficulties and the power of the press in swaying public opinion in general and in the 

Middle East in particular.  Steven Bowmanõs presentation, tied to the Heinz Kounio talk, 

broadened Mr. Kounioõs personal experience to the tragedy of a peopleñand of humankind 

in general. His message: that which damages the human spirit of a single individual 

damages us all.  The powerful series of events that made up Jewish Awareness Month were 

an extraordinary addition to campus life and particularly to the experiences of Jewish 

Studies students.  

On a sadder note, the Jewish Studies faculty lost an important committee member this 

semester with the retirement of Carmel Chiswick who, along with Barry Chiswick, was 
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Sociology majors, the vast majority had no previous experience in the study 

of Jewish society and its issues. This was quite different from my previous 

experience as a teacher in Israel ðwhere all the class supposedly knows it all, 

sometimes more than the teacher ðor in Western Europe ðwhere at times 

students cultivate certain pre -concept ideas that it is difficult to eradicate 

even through systematic and objective learning. Here I found a group of 

young people very open to learn new things, and in fact quite eager to deepen 

their understanding of the fundamental premises of Jewish ritual, thought 

and community organization. Moreover, I found most advantageous the 

exchanges of views we could develop comparing the meanings and challenges 

of contemporary Jewish identification with other group identities ðethnic, 

religious, cultural identities. This is particularly true in a Chicago context 

where American cultural diversity offers a rich opportunity for comparative 

perspectives. 

In an ideal world, a course like the one I taught, mostly based on 

readings and examining and discussing materials from recent research, 

would be complemented by a field visit to the major sites where 

contemporary Jewish life unfolds. This would mean bringing the class on a 

mission visit to Israel, thus seeing a highly complex reality in which one 

image is worth far more than a thousand words. It is a reality to which 

contemporary media do not always do justice with their limited time mostly 

devoted to cover the Middle East conflict and its negatives. There is a 

predominant component of normalcy, creativity and satisfaction in Israeli life 

that is totally missed in current public discourse and whose acknowledgment 

would importantly complement any serious survey course. In a sense this is 

also true of Jewish life in America or in other parts of the world that it would 

also be interesting to show to and discuss with students in real time.  

With these thoughts and hopes in mind, I do wish 

the best of success to this fine school and to its Jewish 

Studies Program and trust my relationship with UIC 

will continue in the future from Jerusalem.  

the Levine Hillel Center to make this 

month the success it turned out to be. 

Our events attracted audiences that we 

have rarely reached before. For example, 

the presentation by Hasia Diner (NYU), 

a UIC alumna, òJewish in America, 

Jewish in Chicagoó drew a crowd of UIC 

alumni and alumnae, many of whom 

knew Hasia from their time as students 

and had come to help us celebrate her 

new book, We Remember with Reverence 

and Love: American Jews and the Myth 

of Silence after the Holocaust, 1945 -

1962. The public and campus lectures by 

Sergio DellaPergola, as well as the 

Brown Bag presentation of his new book, 

Jewish Intermarriage Around the World , 

held a particular interest for scholars 

and students in the Social Sciences and 

History. Suzanne Wassermanõs (CUNY) 

documentary film Thunder in Guyana  

brought out an audience interested in 

Hispanic and Latino culture and 

Womenõs and Gender Studies. So did the 

presentation by Margarita Saona (UIC) 

and author Sergio Chejfecõs workshop, co

-sponsored by Jewish Studies. The Rosh 

Chodesh Dinner, the opening event of 

Jewish Awareness Month with Elizabeth 

Loentz (UIC) focused on Jewish society 

in German -speaking countries and 

examined Gershon Baconõs (Bar Ilan 

University) talk, òEast European Jews 

on the Eve of World War II.ó  

  Particularly exciting was the 

collaboration between the Jewish Studies 

Program and the Greek community of 

Chicago that brought to our campus 

Greek Holocaust survivor and author 

Heinz Kounio for a Holocaust memorial 

service and his presentation about his 

memories of Thessaloniki, his 

deportation by the Germans to 

Auschwitz and Mauthausen, and his 

liberation at the forced labor camp of 

Ebensee. Members of the diplomatic 

community, Chicago community leaders, 

and area clergy  

of the clergy participated in this 

extremely well attended event devoted to 

a less frequently discussed aspect of the 

Shoah. Thus it was all the more 

important that Heinz Kounio and his 

family came to Chicago representing 

todayõs small Greek Jewish community 

and Thessaloniki, once a thriving city 

vibrant with Jewish life. Heinz Kounioõs 

visit is the third major event for which 

the Jewish Studies Program and the 

DELLAPERGOLA  (continued) 

Sergio DellaPergola  

Fall 2009 Visiting Israel Scholar  

DIRECTOR  (continued) 

adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Chicago, presented by Alderman Bernard 

L. Stone recognizes this relationship and 

states that:  

òWe, the Mayor and members of 

the City Council of the City of  

Chicago, assembled this seventh day 

of October, 2009, do hereby declare 

November first through November 

seventh, a solemn time of 

Remembrance of the Greek Jewish 

Victims of the Holocaust.ó  

The UIC Jewish Studies Program is 

pleased and gratified about this 

important  gesture of support from the City 

Council of Chicago and our Greek neighbors 

friends and look forward to our continued 

partnership.  

Dagmar C. G. Lorenz  
Director of the Jewish Studies Program  

Dagmar C.G. Lorenz and George A. 

Papdantonakis prepare the Resolution from 

the City Council of the City of Chicago  
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New Jewish Studies 
Minor Students 

Rachael Gottlieb is 

majoring in 

Entrepreneurship in UICõs 

College of Business, and 

hopes to graduate in May 

2010. After transferring to 

UIC from Loyola due to a 

lack of Jewish community, she is now happy 

to no longer feel like a minority.  

 

David Louis Goldberg is a psychology 

major who plans to graduate in the spring of 

2011.  He's thinking 

about law school after 

graduation from UIC.  He 

enjoys bowling, the 

martial arts, and hanging 

out with friends.  He often 

attends Hillel and Chabad and is planning 

to apply for an internship with the JUF/

Hillel in the coming year.  Welcome to JSt, 

David!  

 

Kelsey Marie Hug is a 

Psychology major at UIC 

who plans to graduate in 

2011. She's thinking 

about going on to grad 

school to study either 

social work or theology.  

She loves swimming and 

water polo and is an RA 

in the UIC residence 

halls.  She does volunteer 

work with bereaved children.  

 

On Thursday afternoon, Theodore and 

Erika Spyropoulos hosted a luncheon for 

the participants and organizing committee 

at the Greek Islands Restaurant, 

welcoming our guests and cementing ties 

between UIC and the Greek community.  

Afterwards, Professor Steven Bowman of 

the University of Cincinnati, who wrote the 

KOUNIO (continued) 

Roshina Khan Takes 
Leadership Role 

Former Jewish Studies Program student 

aide, Roshina Khan , is making news at 

UIC through her work with UICõs 

Undergraduate Student Government. 

Featured in the student newspaper The 

Flame , Kahn served as the speaker for a 

recent Student Leadership Summit which 

addressed studentsõ rising concerns of the 

student body with University of Illinois 

Board of Trustees member Carlos 

Tortolero.  

 When interviewed about her role,  

Khan expressed that the summit went well 

but that many problems were left without 

resolution. One of her goals while working 

with USG is to hear the concerns of the 

student body and address them. Khan will 

become a Jewish Studies student in the 

spring when she is enrolled in JST 101, 

Introduction to Jewish Studies. Welcome 

back, Roshina!  

By Nick Stephens  

Cara Frazin is a film 

major a UIC, planning 

to graduate in spring 

2011.She's looking into 

graduate programs in 

interesting places like 

Australia. She loves 

learning and feels that documentary film 

making is a great educational tool.  Cara is 

very involved in social activism and in high 

school she led a Darfur Awareness 

campaign.  Here at UIC, she went to New 

Orleans with Hillel last year for alternative 

spring break, rebuilding homes still 

damaged by Hurricane Katrina.  Cara has 

already spent a year in Israel studying 

Jewish art and teaches Hebrew at a Sunday 

school. 

òI have really enjoyed the 

JST classes that I have had 

the opportunity to take at 

UIC. They have really 

opened my eyes to different 

perspectives in religion.ó  

- Kelsey Marie Hug  

introduction for Heinz Kounioõs book, A 

Liter of Soup and Sixty Grams of Bread , as 

well as his own latest text  The Agony of 

Greek Jews, 1940-1945, presented a lecture 

titled òFrom Selanik to Thessaloniki? The 

Third Missing Strand,ó at the Levine Hillel 

Center. The speakers later traveled north 

for a dinner hosted by Rick Hirschhaut, the 

Executive Director of the Illinois Holocaust 

Museum  before Mr. Kounioõs well attended 

talk at the Museum.  

This weeklong series of events is 

unprecedented for the UIC Jewish Studies 

experience. We cannot thank everyone 

enough who supported and participated in 

the events.  Chemistry Department Head 

and Jewish Studies Committee member 

Robert Gordon and his wife Evie, 

Chemistry Department George A. 

Papdantonakis, Mimis N. Cohen, of the 

Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at UIC, 

Rabbi Michael Balinsky and Charles J. 

Mouratides deserve special mention for 

their dedicated participation and support of 

these and other events without which they 

would not have taken place.  

Nancy Gebhardt  
Associate Director of the Program  

GEBHARDT  (continued) 

with her important scholarly writing and 

her participation on the Jewish Studies 

Committee, Professor Chiswick taught 

hundreds of students over the years in her 

JSt 102 class, Introduction to Jewish 

Studies, Religion and Culture.  Many of her 

colleagues attended the retirement 

reception held by the Jewish Studies 

Program for Professor Chiswick as well as 

speaking about their admiration for her 

work and professionalism over her lengthy 

career in Economics.  Professor Barry 

Chiswick was also honored at this reception 

for the honorary doctor of philosophy 

awarded him by Lund University in Sweden 

in 2009.  

Thank you so much to all of you who 

contributed to and participated in all of our 

events this semester.  We are deeply 

indebted to the Jewish Federation, the 

Chicago Greek Community.  



601 South Morgan Street (MC 228)  

Chicago, Illinois 60607-7104 

 

 

______ 

Your Contributions bring Brilliant Futures to Students! 

Your Name: _________________________________________________ 

Your Address: ________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________ 

 

Yes!  I want to support the work of the UIC Jewish Studies Program. 

Enclosed is my check for: 

 

         $25                 $50               $100               $250           other_______  
 

To make a tax-deductible donation to the UIC Jewish Studies Program or the Jewish Muslim Initiative (any and 

ÁÌÌ ÁÍÏÕÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅȦɊȟ ÍÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÅÃË ÐÁÙÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ Ȱ5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ )ÌÌÉÎÏÉÓ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȱȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÏ 

ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÂÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÙ Ȱ5)# *Å×ÉÓÈ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȱ  ÏÒ Ȱ5)# *Å×ÉÓÈ -ÕÓÌÉÍ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȢȱ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ 

check and this form to the return address above. Thank you! 

 


