
 When I came here bundled and 

covered from head to toe with heavy 

headgear, an arctic coat, and heavy boots, 

everybody told me that in 35 years there 

wasnôt such bad weather in Chicago ð my 

luck. 

 However, once I started teaching 

and giving public lectures, I was exposed 

to warm and wonderful students both in 

the Jewish Studies Program and in the 

Criminal Justice Department at UIC.  They 

were very interested in what I had to say 

and even though some of my theories 

were quite convoluted, they were patient 

enough to listen and to try to understand 

them.  The faculty and staff here were 

wonderful.  They helped me and they put 

up with my idiosyncrasies since I came 

from the Middle East and, although I have 

been in the U.S. many times, I belonged to 

a different culture.  Not only did they gra-

ciously accept my sometimes unorthodox 

ways, they were forgiving and understand-

ing.  Hence at the last weeks of my stay 

here I can say that the sum total of my 

stay in Chicago was not only fruitful but 

rewarding.  My teacher and mentor, Martin 

Buber, who was lecturing on the philoso-

phy of dialogue on Mt. Scopus in the late 

40ôs of the last century assured us, a 

handful of students, that an I/thou dia-

logue between teacher and student gives  

meaning and purpose for our lives. Indeed 

my stay in Chicago and my dialogue with 

the students here charged my batteries, 

frozen by the outward weather, and gave 

me a day-to-day meaning and a rewarding 

encounter with some sensitive and won-

derful human beings for which I am thank-

ful.  I would mention especially Dagmar 

Lorenz and Nancy Gebhardt of the Jewish 

Studies Program who took care of me as a 

wayward family member who has to be 

kept in line so he wouldnôt stray but they 

did it good-naturedly with a twinkle in their 

eyes.  Both are great human beings.   Also 

Edna Erez, my former student in Israel 

who made good in the U.S. and who is 

rated as one of the foremost criminologists 

in the world today.  She has been more 

than good and loyal to me.  Matthew 

Lippman, a gentle soul, a deep scholar, 

and a sensitive human being, has gra-

ciously warmed up my snowy and rainy 

days for which he has my everlasting 

thanks. 

 Last but not least I thank Michel 

Kotzin, a scholar and a gentleman--  both 

a professor of literature and an administra-

tor and the executive director of the Chi-

cago Metropolitan Jewish Federation. 
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Israel Scholar Shoham (left) and Michael Kotzin of the Jewish Federation  

Dagmar C.G. Lorenz,                      
Director of the Program 

Dear Friends of the Jewish 

Studies Program:  

          It is a pleasure to look back on 

the many stimulating events the Jewish 

Studies Program at UIC offered in 

Spring 2008. They included a thought-

provoking public lecture by our first 

visiting Israel Studies Scholar, Shlomo 

Shoham (Tel Aviv University) on 

"International Terrorism: Dynamics and 

Prevention," and two colloquia with 

Matthew Lippman (UIC, Criminal Jus-

tice), ñThe Nazi Regime and the Holo-

caust" and "The Nazi Regime as Macro 

Criminology and the Holocaust as 

Macro Victimology," in which I had the 

privilege to participate as well. In addi-

tion, our Spring program offered lec-

tures on the Jews of Greece by Mimis 

Cohen (UIC, Division of Plastic, Recon-

structive and Cosmetic Surgery) and on 

anti-Semitism by acclaimed independ-

ent scholar Steven Beller (UK). As 

usual, the Jewish Studies Program 

offered these events in collaboration 

with other academic units at UIC 

(Criminal Justice, History, Germanic 

Studies), and community organizations 

such as the Levine Hillel Center, UIC, 
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and the Jewish Federation of Metro Chicago.  In 

addition, the Jewish Studies Program co-

sponsored several events including a conversa-

tion with the avant-garde author Adam Mans-

bach, who read from his critically acclaimed novel 

The End of the Jews at the Jane Adams Hull-House 

Museum, a presentation by Amos Guiora 

(University of Utah), òGlobal Perspectives on 

Counter-Terrorism.ó Sandra Sufian (Medical 

Education) gave a Brown Bag presentation on 

òZionist Malaria Education and Remaking the 

Nation.ó Associate Director Nancy Gebhardt 

presented at Hillel on "Women in the Israeli 

Collective, A Personal and Historical Survey of a 

Century of Changing Roles and Aspirations."  

 Looking ahead at the coming year, I 

am happy to announce that through the initiative 

of the Jewish Faculty, notably our Israel Studies 

Liaison, Robert Johnston (History), we will be 

able to welcome in Fall 2008 our second distin-

guished Israel Studies Visiting Scholar, Nadav 

Davidovitch, M.D., Ph.D. (Health Sciences, Ben 

Gurion University of the Negev), the co-author 

of Recalling the Survivors: Between Memory and 

Forgetfulness of Hospitalized Holocaust Survivors in 

Israel. in Fall 2008. With his interdisciplinary in-

terests, Nadav. Davidovitch is of interest to sev-

eral disciplines in LAS and he is certain to 

strengthen Jewish Studiesõ connection to UICõs 

West Campus, namely, the School of Public 

Health. In Jewish Studies he will teach a course 

on òIsrael as a Multi-Cultural Society,ó which 

explores the historical, sociological and political 

aspects of the development of Israeli society.   

 Finally, the Jewish Muslim Initiative will 

receive new impulses through a Postdoctoral 

Fellowship in Spring semester 2009. The ap-

pointed Fellow will teach a course on Jewish and 

Muslim views on a particular topic and/or illumi-

nate aspects of historical Jewish-Muslim relations. 

S/he will also offer public lectures and contribute 

to the intellectual life on campus. Rachel Havre-

lock (JSt, English) will be in charge of JMI, which 

was spearheaded by Sam Fleischacker 

(Philosophy). He will be spending 2008/9 as the 

the first Brady Distinguished Visiting Professor in 

Ethics and Civil Life at Northwestern University.  

Please check our website for upcoming events 

and developments in 2008/9! 

 

Dagmar C. G. Lorenz  

Director, Jewish Studies Program  

Itõs with sad hearts that we say good-bye to Professor Shlomo Shoham, our first 

of the Visiting Israel Scholars sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago.  

He has set an amazing precedent with incredibly successful lecture programs, classes in Jew-

ish Studies and Criminal Justice, and created bonds with faculty and students that we will all 

cherish and hopefully find opportunities to maintain in the future.  We apologize to him for 

the rough winter that was so unexpected after a decade of mild ones, but in all fairness, we 

have to say we tried to prepare him for the worst.   He arrived at OõHare on Sunday, Janu-

ary 27, 2008  with three huge suitcases stuffed with Arctic outerwear and heaven knows 

how much long underwear and scarves and snow boots.  He didnõt take off the down coat 

until this week!  Itõs been difficult to see this bright, bold, Mediterranean personality wilt daily 

through these unusually cold and snowy weeks.  Thankfully he has bounced back now that 

the Midwest sun and the spring tulips are out and is nearly back to his booming self.  Every-

one who has had the opportunity to meet Prof. Shoham will always remember his gentle-

manly politeness, his uncommonly deep and dramatic voice and his great hugs and hale-

fellow-well-met personality.  Our student aides who worked very closely with him worked 

very hard, but never complained because of his wonderful gracious attitude and his wonder-

ful stories.  Two of his students, Ramona ___ and Eugene Liebenson had this to say: 

 Two of our student aides are graduating this year, a great joy, but a sad moment 

for me as they have worked for me for four years, since their first day at UIC: Khushnaz 

Ogra and Noshaba Sheikhani.  Congratulations to them.  Iõm very proud and grateful to them 

for all their hard work over the years.  I hope that everyone knows that our student work-

ers are the people who are the backbone (and legs) of the success of our events.  They 

design and post the flyers and posters, mail out the publicity materials and contact the 

listserves with e-announcements.  The success of our events is due in large part to their 

diligence.  They were instrumental in keeping Prof. Shoham in touch with the world by help-

ing him with his email in English. 

 Another bright point in the spring semester was Dr. Isaac Hoffmanõs new film 

studies class òIsraeli Film: Aspects of History, Life, and Culture.ó  Student reaction to the 

class was very enthusiastic and Hoffman brought the director of one of the films he screened 

for the class, David Ofek, who  directed A Hebrew Lesson (HaUlpan).  Students were able to 

ask him questions about the film and gain a òbehind-the-scenesó perspective. 

 My high point of the semester was being invited to attend the opening of the 

Dawn Schusterman Center for Israel Studies at Brandeis University.  Ruth Gavison, winner 

of the Emet prize for law and political science, and Hillel Halkin, well-known journalist dis-

cussed contemporary issues in Israel while Harold T. Shapiro, President eritus of Princeton 

University and Shlomo Avineri, of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem were the keynote 

speakers.  The events were attended by many supporters of Israel education from around 

the country and I had the opportunity to meet with other alumni and fellows of the Summer 

Institute for Israel Studies which I attended last summer.  As a result of my participation in 

Brandeisõ SIIS in 2007, I will be teaching a new class this fall, JST 103,  Israel Studies, Narra-

tives of a Complex Society. 

We are happy to announce that the Chicago Metropolitan Jewish Federation is 

sponsoring our second Visiting Israel Scholar, Dr. Nadav Davidovitch of Ben Gurion Univer-

sity in the fall of 2008.  He will be teaching a new course in Israel Studies, JST 294, òIsrael as 

a Multi-Cultural Societyó as well as a class in the School of Public Health. We look forward 

to forging new ties with the west campus as a result of Davidovitchõs visit. 

 We hope to continue to increase the community and student body support of the 

Jewish Studies Program at UIC as it has grown in the past two years.  Weõre especially grate-

ful to the Humanities Institute, the Levine Hillel Center, Marla Baker, and the History and 

German Departments for their support of our programs this year.   We are thrilled to be 

actively involved in the UIC campus community. 


