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Letter from the Director
By Dagmar C. G. Lorenz

Shalom = Salaam

The SufiKabbalah
Vision of Peace

Dear Colleagues, Students, and
Friends of the UIC Jewish
Studies Program:

Our Newsletter, which has appeared
since Spring 2007, has finally been named:

By Eli Shai Shibi, Ph.D
2009 Jewish Muslim Initiative
Post-Doc Fellowship Visitor

HakKol fi The Voice.

Thank you to Barry Chiswick, Professor
of Economics, and long -term Jewish Studies
Faculty member for your excellent

ST When the invitation came from the Jewish Muslim Initiative at UIC, |
Spring Semester 2009 was cold and thought about my two fields of studies, thatis A new Israeli literature and Jew-

blustery, but it was also a time for exciting ish mysticism and formulated the proposal for the course i 'The journey of the

programs and events. The interdisciplinary two merchants and the secret love story of the mystics’; which dealt with

symposium o0Jewish Women g, 3/ frutful co -operation in commerce and spirituality, as reflected in

Li f 0 M h 18 d 19), . d | - . . .
'reo ( Mar en an ) litératte and Feﬁglous' t8xts” The course combined selected readings from Sufi
laboration with the Levine Hillel Center,

reflected the diversity of Jewish traditions anthologies, together with the historical medieval novel of A. B. Yehoshua A a

and issues. Speakers included Farideh Journey to the end of the Millennium and from the two ethical manuals of the
Goldin (Old Dominion), a native of Shiraz, two Jewish Sufi pieties philosophers Guide for the Servants of God by Abraham
Iran, and author of Wedding Song: Memoirs ben Harambam son of Maimonides and the Duties of the hearts by Bahya ibn
of an Iranian Jewish Woman. She gave a Paquda.
fascinating presentation about her journey
from a traditional Jewish quarter in Iran to First, this experimental educational initial start of the project was invalu-
the United States. Sylvia Barack Fishman, able and enriching experience for me, and UIC with its multiethnic pluralism
well-known Jewish Studies scholar from proved to be the best living laboratory for that. Secondly | do hope that out of
Brandeis, discussed Jewi gmé/finglpetSohd projects/oftRe stubients, both textual and visual (such as the
the postfeminist era. Elizabeth Loentz, UIC little art show presented at Beit Hillel by the students of the course under the
specialist in Germam.c an.d .Y'dd'Sh Stqd'es' title 'visual traces of a course in the Humanities'), we will have created an in-
talked about alternative visions of family . . , .
spiring text and art showé that wild.l show

held by Vienna -born early 20 th century ac-
tivist, Bertha Pappenheim, and UIC Eco-
nomics Professor Carmel Chiswick exam-
ined economic factors in gender -related
changes in the religious context. Finally,
Chicago clinical psychoanalyst Jessica

both civilizations.

Thirdly | do hope that this grain of peace born out of the freezing heart of a
flake of snow at windy, winter -y city - will soon grow into a core group, active
both in UIC and the city, that will give birth to what | would like to call the

Lippman, together with Matthew Lippman, Sufi-Kabbalah order or Tarika of UIC and serve as a network to connect several
UIC Professor of Criminology, Law and Jewish and Muslim organizations and initiatives (such as Jewish Studies, Café
Justice, explored the important role of fam- Finjan, the Sufi Music and Culture Club led by Peter Bondarenko from the Uni-
ily dynamics in mental health. versity of Chicago who came to play for us in a wonderful live concert at our

A diverse lecture series enriched the last class at Beit Hillel).

academic program with presentations by

Barry Wimpfheimer (Northwestern Univer- j OAA O63(!)8h D
sity), ORabbinic Heroes, ¢ EIl i Shai _Shibi, ; . R

Jewish -Muslim Initiative Postdoctoral Fel- A¢CKS WSgAaK {UdzRASAa t NRINIY gAa
low, "In Search of Lost Spiritual Peace," Arthur S. and Rochelle S. Elstein

i OAA 68)2%#4/26h pcaTaddNJ UKSANI NBSOSyid 3ISYSNRdza R2y |l UA?2



Spring 2009 Events and Programs Jewish Women and

Family Life Symposium
MARCH 19TH, 2009

Alicia Ostriker

FEBRUARY 12TH, 2009

OPsalms as Poetry: Yesterda

Eli Shai Shibi

FEBRUARY 18TH, 2009

oln Search of Lost Spiritual
TheSufi-Kkaball ah Connectioné PRESENTERS:

Sylvia Barack Fishman
EdnaEreZ Rest hi nki ng Womends Rol es

Feminist Jewish Families
MARCH 17TH, 2009 .
oPalestinian Women in Terroris [ o [LE 2z

rEc’)nfronting the Crisis of

Women's Oppression or Liberati oméidvishFamiy

Carmel Chiswick
Egalitarianism and Economics:
American Jewish Families

The following events were arranged by Edna Erez for
Criminology, Law, and Justice:

Gabriel Weimann

Jessica Lippman
APRIL 20TH, 2009

A Family Collaboration

0The Dark Side of the Web: Terror on the | nterne
Farideh Goldin

Ra_fa_e“sraeli oOFamily Ties: I rani an Jev

|l mmi grants in the Los An:
APRIL 20TH, 2009

0The Dhimmis: The Story of Jews—Fn—Arab—tandso
ORadi cal Il slam and Terrorism@ominginFa”2009|

(co-sponsored by Jewish Studies)
Jewish Life and Culture Month
Alfred Thomas October 17 through November 19

In collaboration with the
Levine Hillel Center:

APRIL 22ND, 2009

0A St-rangfar i n Prggu?: Wr't'Ngvgmbearlzﬂﬂ)ogthe PO|’ItICS
ldentity in Apollinaire, KafskigainacdddhemGromus 0
Heinz Kounio, Holocaust Survivor
Anne Fuchs November 5, 2009
APRIL 27TH, 2009 Steve Bowman, University of Cinncinati,

author of 7he Jews in Greece

0The Bombing of Dresden andNThe yﬁ&)ht of the Br ¢
. o, ovember 12, 20
ken Glass: Cultural Memory in Durs Gruenbein's Ei :
iimmaker Suzanne Wasserman will

6Porzellan. Poem vom U”terQ&e@e&her'ﬁrﬁ'rh[)nﬁef/nczfﬁa%aadt56

about Janet Jagan, Chicago born Presi-
dent of Guyana..
n




Faculty Activities

Rachel Havrelockappeared in the Discov-
ery Channel 6s series
that was broadcast on Sunday, April 5. UIC
News published a feature article on her

major role in this series.

Elizabeth Loentts student Ver a
won the Chicago Jewish Historical Society
Research Award in the summer of

2008. Excerpts of her winning essay (an

excerpt of her UIC Germanic Studies MA

thesis, directed by E Loentz) are published

in the Fall 2008 issue of "Chicago Jewish

History."

Dagmar C. G. Lorenzpublished a chapter
titled oVlIadimir Vert i
tual: Exile, Migration, and Individualism in

the Narratives of a Russian Jewish Author
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b,

in Austr i ad Bdyand Wehre: b o ok sheep mar ket in
Contemporary Literature from the Austrian Jesus?6

Provinces, published b y Riverside: Ari-

dane Press, 2008. In the German language

she published 0Ent schl etdohd Frandrmation ko17 Seos ual -
beziehungen als Machtverh@ltnisse bei

Albert Drach und EI fri elgdnaBbrezincqllgroragon with Anaty o

journal OGL [Osterreich in Geschichte und Berko published the art
Literatur She also wrote an article on Women in Terrorism: Protectors or Pro-

Franz Kafkads 0Brief ant &% heodyapoNational Defanse Siug-

The Literary Encyclopedia , hitp:// /es, 6: 83-110 (2008). In collaboration with
litencyc.com/. She also presented papers at Madelaine Adelman and Carol Gregory,

the following conferences and conven- Edna also published oln
tions: ©The Heritage of L on®afionandDamesticijolense Yoices of

Ei ¢ h 8 s Das stainerhe Meer in the con- Battered I mmigrant Wome

text of his life and work. MALCA. Annual journal Feminist Criminology , 4(1): 32-
Convention. Atlanta, Georgia, April 2009; 56. Edna presented a paper with Peter
doPoland in Heine, GrilllpR3nzred entigtgedonyThe
MALCA/Grillparzer Society Session. Mod- ticipation in justice procedures: Therapeutic
ern Language Association, Annual Conven- jurisprudence in the
tion. San Francisco, CA. December 2008; at the International conference on Justice
ONadj a S®Berésienstadt sah aus wie and Policing in Diverse Society, San Jose,
ein Kurort (Theresienstadt Looked Like a Porto Rico in June of 2008. The two were
Spa). Documentary and | 38 ghainand Rarggpangs, athe Experts
sion on Austrian Documentary Film. Asso- Me et i ng -iacidendliiicators of Ter-
ciation of Teachers of German, Annual Con- rorist Attacks. o6 The

ference. Orlando, Florida. November 2008. Max Planck Institute for Comparative and
International Criminal Law, in Freiburg,

P ap e GermahyAMua@H 19 122, 2009.

p

Du

Sandy Sufiandel i vered a
of a Revolt: Body Images in Political Car-
toons of the Arab Revolt 1936 -1 9 3 9 6

the Hektoen Institute Medical History Lec-
ture Series. October 2008. Her article International Humanities Conference in

OHealing Jerusalem: Col IaquIugj,|Havmiéira‘}a@sfl%%m%()ns@e
Arab Health from World War Itoal  -N a k b a ¢ Was also one of only 15 recipients of a 2009
will be published in the Fall 2009 edition UIC INSPIRE Award, given to faculty mem-

of Aborted Modernity: Arab Jerusalem and bers who embody UICGs

Nancy Gebhardtpresented a paper titled
OWomen in the | sraelid

at

C

er\%/

Rachel Havrelock, assistant professor of Jewish studies, at a

Bet hl ehem during the
Elizabeth Loentzgave the Keynote address
at the international confer
0. to Bertha Pappenheim - Religious Femi-
r|1is(|:”n, F?eudO arITdathe gt?uég‘e rz!1glaiﬁs?Prosti-
tution,d sponsored by the L
and the Van Leer Institute in Jerusalem from
February24-25, 2009: 006To put it
Baptism, Shows Weakness of C
WthrrrlesofeAgotstlo\sg in IgerthoafPappl)en reTzllrln'é
Writingso She also gave an
Bh'ioos%atg Unlvgrspity, Se%aortr%ent of Ger-
manic Languages and Literatures on Novem-
ber d17, 2008 entitl e(_i oBert
gn(rj t%e "Iga)[()tisn(w) épide\zlmlic'c: &o‘mg]atin% f'jle\r/v-
ish Agofstasg tihroutghi Lri%esra%ure ranid Sohcital s 6

ork.o he was a invited s
program o0Culture without Bo
a Foreign Language with Jos

Goethe Institute, Chicago, March 9, 2009.

Interviewed the author prior to his reading,

E)arctichipatedoin p?st éreadin disct{ssiog which

was recorded by Cchicago%ukﬂic Racﬂo and

can be accessed at:http://www. chicagopub-
licradio.org/Content.aspx?audio ID= 33072

Her article o0Two Unpubl i she
tha Pappenheim," will appear in Bridges: A

C dewish Eeministdeuimal 34 no.2 i Eall

2009. She also published a review of Shifting
Voices: Feminist Thought
ing in Fin -de-Siécle Austria and Hungary. By
Agatha Schwartz. Modern Austrian Litera-

igire 42.1(2009)iy1d 3-115.

an


http://litencyc.com/

DIRECTOR (continued)

Poet Alicia Ostriker,
terday and Today," and a lecture by Anne
Fuchs (UCD Dublin),
den and The Night of the Broken Glass: Cul-
tural Memory in Durs
Poem vom Untergang
UIC Jewish Studies faculty took an active
role in our lecture program as well. Edna
Erez presented oPal est
rorism: Women's Oppression or Liberation?"
Alfred Thomas presented a paper on "A
Stranger in Prague: Writing and the Politics

of Identity in Apollinaire, Kafka, and Ca-

mus." Finally, JSt cosponsored two lectures

by Raphael Israeli (The Truman Research
Institute for the Advancement of Peace, He-
brew University of Jer
lam and Terrorism" and "The Dhimmis: The
Story of Jews in Arab Lands" and Gabriel
Weimann (School of International Service

(SIS), "The Dark Side of the Web: Terror on

the Internet." Of the JSt faculty members in

oT

me i

the news Rachel Havr el
the Discovery-Channel series
historical Jesusd6 st an

page interview with Elizabeth Loentz in
Haaretz in conjunction with her recent key
note lecture at the Jerusalem Leo Baeck/Van
Leer Institute.

For the academic year 2009/10 the
Jewish Studies Program and the Levine Hil-
lel Center plan a Jewish Life and Culture
Month (mid-October to mieNovember) Events
designed to raise awareness of Jewish life at
UIC will include lectures by 2009 Israel Stud-
ies visitor Sergio Della Pergola (Hebrew Uni-
versity), film presentations, informal talks,
and a conference in cooperation with mem-
bers of the Chicago Greek community com-
memorating the Holocaust in Greece. The
event will feature Greek Holocaust survivor
Heinz Kounio and scholar/author Steven
Bowman (Cincinnati).

The JSt faculty is especially proud
of the academic achievements of students
enrolled in our Minor program and of our
recent graduates. In order to reward excel-
lence in our program we decided to establish
an annual award for the overall outstanding
JSt Minor of the Year.

I look forward to an active and re-
warding academic year 2009/10!

Dagmar C. G. Lorenz

Director of the Jewish Studies Program

O0Psal ms as Poetry: Yes-
UIC Professor of

h e GEhiahic"Studies &' Jewish

Gr u%trlrlglgis fagwté’ﬂ\é‘?"@@?ﬁ an.

ner Stadt.d6 The

inian Women in Ter -

0 Whigow il Sou bécBme interested

Interview with
Elizabeth Loentz

How long have you been at UIC?

I came to UIC as a visiting assistant
professor in Fall 1999, a week after
defending my dissertation. | started a
tenure -track position in Fall 2000.

u's dYhergand whakdidyou stydy | s -
for your degrees?
| studied Germanic Languages and

Literature. BA and MA are from the

adult asylum seekers and their fami-
lies, these young people fell through

University of Pennsylvania. PhD is the cracks of Germany?d
from the Ohio State University. Haus Chevalier sought to address this
ockés role in cohosting Dind-spot by operating

house, 6 where soci
establish the circumstances under
which the young refugees had left their
homes and arrived in Germany, and
arrange for guardians and spaces in
group homes or foster care. Having fled
war, ethnic conflict, religious persecu-
tion, or poverty, the children | taught
(they aged 12-17 and came from Kos-
ovo, Bosnia, Somalia, Ethiopia, Gam-
bia, Sierra Leone, Afghanistan, Sri
Lanka, China, Vietham, Albania, and
Rumania fi all but one of the girls |
taught were unwed mothers) were not
unlike the pogrom and war orphans,
refugees, and unwed mothers that Ber-
tha Pappenheim had sought to rescue.
Thus, when | was introduced to Pap-

full

ds irPderfiéI‘d@ does the
| started learning German in high
school in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
and became fluent during a year as a
Rotary International Youth Exchange
Student in Bonn, Germany. My inter-
est in German -Jewish literature and
Yiddish --and Bertha Pappenheim, in
particular --emerged out of an earlier
interest in minority literatures written
in Germany. In autumn 1992 (I had
just finished my BA and MA in Ger-
manic Languages and Literature at the
University of Pennsylvania, moved to
Munich, and married) | was hired to
develop a German as second language

program for the pilot project Haus o .
. N - enheim in a peminar on German -
Chevalier, a oclearing hqQuseo o.r Linag-
ewish women writers, 1 was drawn to

companied minor -aged refugees in
Hallbergmoos, Germany, a small Ba-
varian village within sight of the Mu-

the author -activist who had devoted
her life i almost a century earlier i to

. . the type_of work that | had reluctant! ~
nich airport. | serv a rojectos
. . left behind'in order to pursue ah aca-
first teacher for about a year, leaving .
R . . . demic_career,
omy kidsdé with great 'sadness the next

fall to pursue doctoral studies in Ger-
man literature. When | worked there,
Haus Chevalier was still an experi-
ment (it is now one of eight such homes
in Germany). In the early 1990s unac- the Fatherland: Yiddish in Germany
companied minor -aged refugees were from the fin -de-siécle to the new mil-
arriving in Germany in increasing Il ennium. 6 | am al
numbers. Prohibited from applying for raphy of the German -Jewish feminist
asylum on their own until age 16 and leader, activist, social, worker and

too young to live alone in hostels for writer Bertha Pappenheim (better -

What research are you working on now?
I have begun work on a book project
with the

S O
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SHAI (continued)

known as the hysteric Anna O. from Upon my return to Jerusalem, |
F reu d_ and SE/d/‘es_meHysé s received the following mail from one
teria, the inventor of the talking  -cure). of the Palestinian students: "It was an

exciting experience just to see your
point of view on the issue and who
says we cannot get along-- me and you
got along just fine and I'm sure in

|l ater years we wil

What is your most recent publication?
My most recent major publication is

my book Let Me Continue to Speak the
Truth: Bertha Pappenheim as Author
and Activist (Hebrew Union College
Press, December 2007).

To that moving message of this !
young disciple of peace, | would like to Members of the Sufi Music and Culture Club in a
answer in a mixture of spoken He- private concert at the Levine Hillel Center
brew-Arabic ( Yallah -InshaAllah , lets do
it) put together with the words of a certain spiritual teacher who was originally a
Jewish reformer, that was transformed into a son of God and who was understood
by the seal of prophecy may peace "Bessedon hi
are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of God. 6

What do you feel is your greatest profes-
sional accomplishment so far?

That would certainly be the book @ but
| also took great pleasure in being in-
vited to give a lecture at an interna-

tional conference in Jerusalem to cele- In a city of such diverse ethnic pluralism and dynamic spirit of community -
brate Bertha Pa"bptenheiywdtnddds@n intellectual lighthouse, hosting students of every nation and
day. It was organized by the Leo Baeck domination. However the challenge of formulating a new vision for peace that will

Institute and the Van Leer Institute
The conference was particularly inter-
esting to me, because it also featured

arise from this city and university - is so big- that one feels like saying now; you |

see but can you also hear me? Because, if not, | will build a little bell tower over

panels that addressed yoyy Jogfptg Eoﬁeg Ithgn Brtéte architecture of the University Hall building with

influence in contemporary Israel in melodies of uvula - to wake you up, so that in years to come you will not have to

areas such a Jewish feminism and say to yourself; oh no, perhaps we could he

combating human trafficking. | was

) ) . May you seize your moment, Chicago, because the desperate need for a new
interviewed by Haaretz prior to the Yy y 9 P

vision of peace is not anymore a present to be given to us somewhere far away in

conference.
a remote tormented holy land at the end of the world,  but the very basic condition
of your own well being as well.
Would you mind telling us a little about So fare thee well UIC, | still sometimes, in my mind's eye, see you,  hope you
your family and things you like to do out- can read that message t0o
side of UIC? '
| am married and have two children. Eli Shai Shibi, Ph.D,
My husband Wolfgang is a piano tuner 2009 Jewish Muslim Initiative Post  -Doc Fellowship Visitor,
(technically a o0regi s hi®ufe®olowRih &dobhis Jevisd hMublim Initiative students) [ |
ciandéd). We have two daughters. Olive is

seven years old and in first grade. She
is bilingual and plays the violin with

the Windy City String Ensemble. vy is
20 months old. She enjoys dancing to
Oliveds music and trying to ride the
dog. We have recently welcomed our
second au pair into the family, Tina
from Angermiinde, Germany. Ouir first
au pair, Shabnam, who is originally
from Iran, just returned to Germany.
These days | spend most of my time
outside of UIC with my family. When
not making or listening to music, we
enjoy traveling, biking, hiking, skiing,
museums, the playground, and the zoo.

4EA AAT OA AOOEAI A EO Al AgAAODPOAA OAOOEIT 1 &
] can be found online at: http://www.uic.edu/las/jstud/goodbye_eli.pdf
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