Graduate Nursing Program Admission:

Tips to Strengthen Your Application

The graduate programs at the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Nursing are highly competitive. To strengthen your application the following tips may be helpful when completing the essay questions. 
1. Respond to the application essay questions in a concise, but thorough manner.

2. Specifically state why you have chosen to pursue a graduate nursing degree and why you have chosen the specialty area selected. 
3. Clearly state your professional goals and strongly match these goals to your chosen specialty area's focus and purpose. To be able to accomplish this activity, you will need to have a thorough understanding of the advanced practice nursing role in the specialty you are pursuing.
4.  Highlight special skills or activities such as involvement in professional organizations, committee work, teaching/mentoring, foreign language proficiency, and international or volunteer experiences. 
5.  Describe your leadership abilities and potential through current and past leadership activities of all types.

6. Describe applied research experiences, including undergraduate coursework experiences. 

7. Check all submitted information for spelling and grammatical errors.
During your application interview address the information submitted in your application as well as:
1. Clearly state your understanding of the advanced practice nursing role you are pursing and how you gained knowledge of that role, e.g. shadowing an advanced practice nurse, , reviewing specific articles or information about the advanced practice nursing role.

2. Discuss your personal qualities which make you a good candidate for the rigors of graduate work.
3. Provide a thoughtful analysis of life adjustments you will make to accommodate the addition of graduate studies, e.g. part-time work. 

Miscellaneous tips:
1. Strong references include letters from former faculty who know your academic and personal qualities, and colleagues with advanced nursing degrees.

2. Highlight professional presentations and publications. 
