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Bullycide is a new term for the reality of what is happening in schools, online, and in our
communities. Bullycide is a combination of bullying behaviors and suicide. Our children and youth
are being bullied verbally, emotionally, mentally, and virtually to the point of suicide.

“Bullycide: the New Face of Bullying Boys & Mean Girls” is a comprehensive, interactive
study of bullying, mean girls, the effects of violence on our youth today, depression, and ultimately,
suicide. The statistics are alarming for teen suicide and depression, but bullycide is the most
disquieting trend facing youth today. Many school districts and administrative staff pass bullying as a
rite of passage or a “normal” occurrence in academic classrooms. The problem with bullying is that it
has become more violent and more deadly. Not to mention what is happening online, in chat rooms,
and social networks. The bottom line is that we need to be informed about bullying, understand the
warning signs of abuse and suicide, and support laws and policies that protect our children and
prosecute the bully.

The term “bullycide” was coined by journalist Neil Marr in the book Bullycide: Death at
Playtime which was co-written by the late anti-bullying crusader Tim Field. Many other
professionals and advocates of children and teens have joined the battle against bullying. Brenda
High, along with other moms, wrote a compelling personal story of their journey, struggle, and loss
to bullying. The book, Bullycide in America: Moms speak out about the bullying/suicide connection
is one of many resources on this subject. This session unravel the behaviors, consequences, and
results of bullying and violence while taking a deeper look at cyberbullying, depression, and suicide.
Resources, handouts, and contacts will be provided on this subject as well as in our areas of teen
stressors.
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