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Thank you lor your llltcrcst in the Collaborative Teacher Nd\'.ork, lhe IH:lv,'Ol'k is part ofa 
research study where middle schoolteachers, htllh SPl'CiLl! educators and general educators from 
Chic<l~(l Public Schuols participate in professiLlnJllkYl'lopmcnt dl:sigm:d to enhance teachers' 
content area reading instruction to impruyc the achH:\'cmcnt of students with disabilities. 
l\lrll(.:ipan[s ofllw Collabomtive Teacher 1\'c[\YUlk \\-ill \\'ork collaborati\'CI~' n:jth general and 
special educators IrDnl lhL'ir (nl,.n sdlUol as well as (lthcr Chicago Public Schools v.ho are also 
h::h.:hing cnn1ent to middle sehuui learners wilh disabilities, Teachers will Jeam abuut cvidenec­
based umlent reading stralcgies u-.:signcd to enhanc<: students' access to thc general education 
curriculum. Teachers \\ill usc their studems· work samples a,s a vehicle lor their llWI\ and 
collahnratJ\c inyuines as well as planning inslruetinn, P~lrlicip,lIHS III [hc projcct will use onlinc 
nluhimcdJ<l n'::illurces to enhance their insTructitln. and will cundud inquiries abolltthl'lf 
stLJdl'nl~' learning and thcir teaching ll\l.:r thL'ir partinpalll1l\ in the project. 

Educators will \\ork eol1aboralivcly lhmtl~h bl-monthly workshops (16 total) and \vch-hascd 
acti"ities. All parlicipants will C,lrJ1;) stipend. classroom inslructional rcSl1urees. and 11lilhlis 
CPD\!s. 

Research on the CoJJ<lnorali\e Teacher \Jetworh. \\illlocm. on thc pDklllial dlicacy ora network 
tl( middle school cdLlcJturs to enhance their conk'ill arca instruction to improve reading and 
(1\'\.'1',111 ilChje\' ..... 111 .... 1l1l~t'stuucnts with disahilities, Plt'asc contact us if you would like l'urther 
lllltlrJ1W{IUJ1 or would lik(,: 10 join Lh<: proj(,:ct, We can he reached bye-mail 
cinuic(aclnuic.colll, phonc 312-413-1053, or lhnlUgh uur website www.uic.cLlu/ur~s/t:tn. 

Pleas ..... L:onlact us now Lo ask us questions. {u ~CL i( ~\lU arc c1igihk und/or to complelc the 
ellrnlll\lellt process. 

Frel]ll(':J1tly Asked Qllesti(ln~: 

l. \Vhu i!'> part or flit> Collaboratin.' Teacher Netwurk'? 
ThrL:e gruups of kachel'S \vill interact in the prnj .....cl: 

E.>..pcricnccd spccial educators: l'h<:se i..'dllCJ[(lrS \\'j!l havc rour UI" nll)re years of leaching 
L':\j1cricncc. be ci..'I"Ldied in special educ<.Jlinll. ,mJ have expcrience Leaching students in gmdcs 6. 
7 (lr g, \Ve will haw Information Sessinl1S III t<:11 }()L\ morc about the nd\.,ork and pOsslnl ..... rl~ks 

and \\ork. In those sessions. \\-c will <'lsk )dll ttl L:umpkte paperwork ilnd p,U'IKipalc in an 
inlcr\'i(,:\\'. 
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Middle school special educators: Thc~e educators \vill he teaching slUdents with disahilities. he 
certified in special education. currently he ll..:aching at least three students in grndes 6. 7 or X. and 
collaborate in some way \'lith a gL'llcral L'ducator who is intercsted in participating in the project 
and attendint; \\wkshops. 

(;eneral mith.lle school educator!".: These educalOrs will currently he teaching sludents in grmlcs 
6,7 or 8. be ccrtiricd in elemcntary or secondary education (Type 3 or Type 9)_ and currcntly he 
eollahl)rating in :;ome way \\ith a special educator \\hu is illlerested in particip'lting ill the prnieet 
and allending wurkshops. 

*** Interested? Want to kJl(w." more? Please call nr emniJ. ~lIld attend one or our Orientation 
Sessions to participate in either of these TOleS. Call 312-413-1053 or email ctnuic:d~~ctnuic.com. 

2. \-Vhat will happen during thc workshops? TflL' \\I.1rksh(\p:; \\ill be focused on practical 
kno\\'!cdge and skills. and p::Jrticip::Jnls \\-illiearn a Yaridy ol"l'eading comprehension stratcgies tn 
usc with middle school qudents 1(1 help them access the suh.ied maLler eontenL. \Vorkshops an: 
activity-based, and teachers will shan: actual artil:1cts Crom collcagucs' c1assroollls. discuss p1.'ln::-. 
for their own classroom:;, and see Yidcos from Chicago Puhlic SChll\ll teachers' classroOfns. 1\[ 
each \vorkshop. participants will receive materials that include handCluts ~lI1d hooks. 

3. Tell me logistics about thc workshops - when, how mall~". how long, ltnd whcre'?: The 
workshops happen ahout twice per month, and There are a total of 16 over one SdlOOI year. Lach 
\\orkshop is 2.5 hours, and [hey will huppen ann school from 4:JO, 7:00 W(nkshopc; \vill take 
place at centrally-located locations or all"niYersily of Illinois <1t Chicago CJl11pus. 

4. \\-'ho attcnds workshops? Pairs of middle school teachers. one a special ~ducator aOll one a 
general educator. Those teachers will ha\1.: S~)ITle (1[" the salTle students in common. 
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