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For use by all teachers, and especially to assist teachers working with students with disabilities, we developed a multimedia module entitled “Transitioning to Special Education Teaching.” The module incorporates a series of videotapes, photos, audio files, student work samples, and presentation slides that help novices understand classroom dynamics, gain insight into professional problem-solving, and show leadership in use of innovative instruction. The critical and unique element is incorporation of classroom artifacts. In collaboration with successful urban special educators, we collected artifacts from varied student populations and instructional models. For example, if novices wanted to know about adapting a reading lesson to meet students’ needs, they could view an actual lesson plan and hear the teacher creator discuss it. Furthermore, the novice could see lesson video clips along with student work. 

The module is divided into four major components: Planning and Preparation; Creating Learning Environments; Collaborations, Co-teaching and Consulting; Serving Students with Disabilities. Within each component, several topics are addressed. Within each, the user sees informational slides as well as links to readings and resources. Additionally, each artifact is linked to others on the module.  We continue to add artifacts to the module.  

Planning and Preparation: Sample topics and artifacts include Crafting and Designing Lessons (e.g., plans and rich descriptions of lessons across content areas and life-skills development); Identification of Appropriate Modifications and Adaptations (e.g., how to decide on best modifications for students’ success); Supporting English Language Learners  (e.g., student surveys, websites to assist dual language learning.) 
Creating Learning Environments: Sample topics and artifacts include Centers, Areas and Room Arrangements (e.g., examples of learning centers); Student Interaction for Learning (e.g., perspectives and strategies for participatory learning); Involving Students (e.g., strategies to encourage student choice and buy-in 

Collaboration, Co-teaching and Consulting:  Sample topics and artifacts include Co-teaching (e.g., special and general educators discuss how they plan and structure their collaborative teaching); Working with Family Members (e.g., building relationships; involvement of family in student advocacy and education.)  

Serving Students with Disabilities: Sample topics and artifacts include Behavior Management Systems (e.g., collecting data on behaviors, creating token economies) and Designing and Implementing IEPs (e.g., meeting required minutes, scheduling).  
The major effects of this multimedia module have been two-fold:  student teachers and beginning special educators see a greater number of exemplary urban classrooms, and they see a much larger range of students in multiple disability populations, ages, and instructional models. A third effect emerges from interaction with classroom artifacts. Novices began to understand how different teachers handle a range of classroom dynamics, wrestle with problems, implement innovative instruction, and assess it via students’ learning. Through comparing and contrasting their reasoning with those of practicing professionals, novices can construct innovative practices.  
