Florida Iab pointed to race

Serial Killer search changed course
By JOSH NOEL
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A private genetics lab altered the hunt for the south Louisiana serial killer in
early March after telling investigators that the person they sought was a black
man. For eight months, the investigation had focused on white men.

Tony Frudakis, chief executive officer of DNAPrint Genomics said late
Tuesday that he told the task force in the first week of March that the serial
killer was 85 percent Sub-Saharan African and 15 percent Native American
based an analysis of the killer's DNA.

Then, Frudakis said, he met with investigators to discuss the results but he
did not say when that meeting occurred or with whom he met.Our opinion
was that they needed to stop swabbing Caucasians and to focus on African
Americans of average skin tone, Frudakis said.

On March 21, task force investigators called a news conference to ask the
public not to assume that the person who had killed at least five women in 19
months was a white man. They would not specify the reason.

A spokeswoman for the Multi-Agency Homicide Task Force, Baton Rouge
Police Cpl. Mary Ann Godawa, said We did consult with DNAPrint
Genomics, but that all T can say.

Our hands are tied by the District Attorney's Office, she said. We've entered
the prosecution phase of the case and I can't elaborate. Godawa would not say
how the Sarasota, Fla., company's result impacted the case nor confirm the
reason for the March 21 announcement.

Last week, authorities arrested a black man, 34-year-old Derrick Todd Lee of
St. Francisville, on counts of first-degree murder, rape, kidnapping and
burglary in the serial killings.

On May 25, a Louisiana State Police Crime Lab technician linked Lee's DNA
- to DNA found at the crime scenes.

A state attorney's general investigator obtained Lee's DNA while
investigating the murder of a Zachary woman.

Until Frudakis' result, the serial killer investigation appeared to focus on
white men. A warrant served to two men last year who refused to submit






