
 
 

8-9a : Registration & Continental Breakfast 
  

9-10:30a : Keynotes 

-Tyrone Forman, Ph.D., Vice Provost for 

Diversity, Office of Diversity 

-Mona Noriega, Commissioner, CCHR 

Relations 

-Anita Alvarez, Cook County State's 

Attorney 

-Vick Lombardo, FBI 

- Michael Masters, ED Homeland Security 

and Emergency Management for Cook 

County 

-Jasjit Singh, ED Sikh Legal Defense and 

Education Fund 

-Sherialyn K Byrdsong 
 

10:45a-12p : Breakout Session I 

-Law Enforcement: Responding to Hate 

Crimes  

-Models of Affirmative Community Based 

Responses to Hate Crimes I 

-Resources for Hate Crime Survivors 
  

12:15-1:15p :  Lunch  
(free lunch provided with registration) 

  

1:30-2:45p : Breakout Session II 

-Hate Crimes 101 

-Models of Affirmative Community Based 

Responses II: Prevention Strategies 

-USCCR Illinois Hate Crimes Against 

Religious Institutions Project: Information 

Gathered to Date 
 

3 – 3:30p : Closing 

AGENDA 
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Hate Crime Summit 

October 20, 2014 

University of Illinois at Chicago 
Student Center East 

750 S. Halsted 

 

An event for service providers, educators, researchers, students, 

community groups, law enforcement, policy-makers, and others 

who can play a role in addressing hate crimes in the Chicagoland 
area and beyond. 

Thank you all for attending the Hate 

Crime Summit and engaging in dialogue 
with people who have a similar concern 

in addressing bias and discrimination 
that results in hate crimes.  The aim of 

the Hate Crime Summit was to raise 
awareness, address the barriers to 

reporting hate crimes, and provide 
opportunities for networking and 

collaboration.  From all reported 
accounts the keynotes were 

inspirational and each of the breakouts 
provided information, encouragement, 

and models of community 
empowerment in addressing hate 

crimes—attendees are still talking about 

the impact the Summit has had. 
 

Interest came from a broad range of 
people, 260 individuals registered for 

the conference, and 173 signed in at the 
registration booth, including Advocates 

(18%), Concerned Citizens (10%), 
Government 

employees/officials/administrators 
(17%), Police Officers (17%), 

Researchers (4%), Students (16%), 
Teachers (5%), and Others (15%). 

 
Notes from the breakout sessions are 

posted under BREAKOUT SESSION 

NOTES.  Windy City Times recorded the 
presentations and the presentations can 

be seen at:    
 

http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/
Experts-activists-discuss-hate-crimes-laws-

prevention/49421.html. 

SPEAKERS 

USCCR Illinois  

Hate Crimes  

Against Religious 

Institutions Project 

Anita Alvarez – The public service record of Anita Alvarez contains many “firsts.”  The 

first female and first Latina elected to the post of Cook County State’s Attorney, she is 

also the first career prosecutor ever elected to this important public safety position.  In 

her capacity as State’s Attorney, Ms. Alvarez leads the second largest prosecutor’s office 

in the nation, managing an office of more than 1,500 attorneys and administrative 

employees.  Since taking office, Ms. Alvarez has made sweeping changes throughout the 

office creating bold new public safety initiatives and significantly increasing community-

based programming and outreach.  Under her leadership, the Cook County State’s 

Attorney’s Office has led the charge across the State of Illinois in enacting many 

important public safety initiatives that have been signed into law to increase protections 

for children.  She has also increased efforts to crackdown on predators attempting to 

victimize children on the internet and to raise public awareness about this issue.  Ms. 

Alvarez will discuss what constitutes a hate crime from a legal perspective, what an 

individual who believes they are the victim of a hate crime should do to report it and how 

hate crimes affect individuals, families and communities. 

Sherialyn Byrdsong is a woman of faith, strength and purpose.  She faces life’s 

challenges head on with an overcoming and conquering spirit.  Since the murder of her 

husband, Ricky Byrdsong, former Northwestern University head basketball coach, by a 

white supremacist on July 2, 1999, Sherialyn has become a national role model for 

turning tragedy into victory.  She is the founder of The Ricky Byrdsong Memorial Race 

Against Hate in Evanston, IL, which each year for the last 15 years brings together nearly 

5000 people to Chicago’s North Shore to celebrate diversity and respect for all people.  

Ms. Byrdsong is highly regarded as an inspirational and motivational speaker, and 

advocate on the issues of hate crimes and gun violence. She was honored by the Harvard 

University Foundation For Intercultural and Race Relations, whose director specifically 

cited being “moved by (her) eloquent testimony in forums throughout the nation.”  She 

has lobbied in our nation’s capital on numerous occasions and spoken at the White House 

with President Bill Clinton in support of federal hate crimes legislation and stricter gun 

control laws.  She has been a featured guest on special programs and documentaries and 

received numerous awards for her leadership and community work, including Chicago 

Magazine’s Chicagoan of the Year and Family Circle Magazine’s Halo Award honoring 

“extraordinary women who make a difference”.  Sherialyn was born in Atlanta and 

currently resides there where she teaches 7th grade math.  She is the proud parent of 

three young adult children: Sabrina, Kelley and Ricky Jr.  
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http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Experts-activists-discuss-hate-crimes-laws-prevention/49421.html
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Experts-activists-discuss-hate-crimes-laws-prevention/49421.html
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Experts-activists-discuss-hate-crimes-laws-prevention/49421.html
http://www.uic.edu/orgs/violencecenter/1.pdf


 

 

Questions or request for a speaker to come to your organization to discuss hate crimes and/or 

the Hate Crime Summit, contact Iris Archilla at iris.archilla@cityofchicago.org. 

QUESTIONS 

 

• Chicago Commission on Human Relations, Commissioner Mona Noriega 

• Chicago Police Department, Civil Rights Unit, Sergeant Lori Cooper 

• Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 

• U.S. Department of Justice 

• Anti-Defamation League 

• Center on Halsted  

• University of Illinois at Chicago 

   - College of Nursing, Alicia Matthews, PhD 

   - Interdisciplinary Center for Research on Violence, Paul Schewe, PhD 

   - Institute for Research on Race and Public Policy, Beth Richie, PhD, and Francesca Gaiba, PhD. 

ORGANIZING SPONSORS 

Chancellor’s Committee on the Status of 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 

Queer People and Allies (CCSLGBTQPA) at UIC 

Chancellor's Committee on the Status  

of Asian Americans at UIC 

Gender and Sexuality Center at UIC 

Vick A. Lombardo, a former Marine (1989-1997), has served as an FBI Agent since 

January 1999, having worked violent crimes early on in his career, then various 

corporate, bank, and wire fraud investigations, in conjunction with various public 

corruption matters, including the Governor Ryan and Blagojevich cases.  As a former U.S. 

Naval Academy instructor, Vick trained and managed the probationary agent training 

program for the Chicago FBI until being appointed as the supervisor of the law 

enforcement corruption and civil rights investigative task force in the Fall of 2012. Vick is 

a passionate supporter of victims' rights, focusing his team on prosecuting the offenders 

of such crimes, while concurrently assisting victims in obtaining justice. Whether adult sex 

and/or labor trafficking, color of law excessive force cases, and/or hate crimes, Vick's 

squad is focused on prevention, education, reporting and prosecution of such assaults on 

others' freedoms.  Vick will be discussing how hate crime complaints come to the FBI's 

attention, how such investigations are pursued, and the aggressive outreach his office has 

embarked upon to educate front line law enforcement officers of such crimes, to include 

how to properly report and address such offenses effectively. 

Michael G. Masters is the Executive Director of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management for Cook County, Illinois.  Appointed to this position in May 2011 by Cook 

County Board President Toni Preckwinkle, Masters is responsible for coordinating and 

maintaining the homeland security and emergency management system across Cook 

County, involving both first responder and public sector agencies and the non-profit and 

private sectors.  Previously, Masters served as the Chief of Staff for the Chicago Police 

Department and as an assistant to Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley for public safety for 

the City of Chicago.  Masters has worked in Washington, D.C. with both the Partnership 

for Public Service and the United States Attorney’s office.  Masters received his B.A. with 

highest honors from the University of Michigan, a Masters degree in International 

Relations from the University of Cambridge, and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.  

Masters is an Adjunct Professor at the John Marshall School of Law and a commissioned 

officer in the United States Marine Corps, where he holds the rank of Captain. 

Jasjit Singh brings several years of experience as a consultant and auditor for Fortune 

500 companies while at Deloitte and Touche to his role as Executive Director of SALDEF. 

Jasjit has provided presentations on racial profiling, employment discrimination and 

community challenges to varied audiences including the U.S. Assistant Attorney General, 

FBI Director, TSA Administrator, law students, local organizations and the EEOC 

Chairman. Singh is also an author who has published op-eds on domestic and religious 

issues and appeared in/on several media outlets including New York 

Times, Politico, Washington Post, Huffington Post, National Public Radio, and CBS Radio. 

Singh currently serves on the Secretary of Homeland Security’s Faith-Based Initiative and 

on the Executive Committee of the National Council of Asian Pacific Americans (NCAPA).  

Singh is an active member of his community, founded and became president of the Sikh 

Student Association at the University of Illinois, and recently received a “Distinguished 

Alumni Award” for his service to his community and the country from his Alma Mater. He 

graduated with a B.A. from University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 
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