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Feminist Theory in Historical Context  
 

1792  Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 
 
1848 Women’s Rights Convention at Seneca Falls NY.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton     

“Declaration of Sentiments” 
 
1884  Friedrich Engels, Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the State 
 
1929  Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own 
 
1949  Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex. Inji Aflatun, “We Egyptian Women” 
 
1963  Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique. 
 
1966  Betty Friedan and others found National Organization for Women (NOW). 
 
1969  Stonewall Riots at New York gay bar spark Gay Liberation Movement. 
 
1970  Anne Koedt, “The Myth of the Vaginal Orgasm” 
 
1972  Title IX, MS magazine, Feminist Studies.  ERA passes Congress. 
 
1973  Roe v Wade legalizes abortion. WS begins at UIC 
 
1975 Hélène Cixous, “The Laugh of the Medusa, Gayle Rubin “the Traffic in Women.” Laura Mulvey, 

“Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema” 
 
1976  Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior. 
 
1977  Combahee River Collective.   Luce Irigiray, This Sex Which is not One. 
 
1978 Nancy Chodorow, The Reproduction of Mothering.  Monique Wittig, “The Straight Mind.”  Edward 

Said, Orientalism. 
 
1980  Adrienne Rich, “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence” 
 
1981 Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldua, This Bridge Called My Back (2d ed 1990), Mitsuye Yamada. 

Heidi Hartmann, “Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism.” Monique Wittig, “One is Not 
Born a Woman.” 

 
1982 ERA defeated after conservative lobbying, Phyllis Schlafly’s Eagle Forum.  U. S. Court 

declares hostile environment by sexual harassment illegal 
 
1983    Nancy Hartsock, “The Feminist Standpoint” 
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1985  Donna Haraway, “A Cyborg Manifesto” 
 
1987  Toni Morrison, Beloved, novel.  Catharine MacKinnon, Feminism Unmodified. 
 
1990  Judith Butler, Gender Trouble.  Patricia Hill Collins, Black Feminist Thought 
 
1992  Joan Scott, “Experience”  
 
1994 hooks, bell.  Teaching to Transgress.   
 
1995  Beijing international women’s conferences, United Nations and NGOs. 
 
1996 Maxine Baca Zinn and Bonnie Thornton Dill, “Theorizing Difference from Multiracial Feminism.”  

Welfare “reform” repeals welfare entitlement in U.S. 
 
1997 Uma Narayan, Dislocating Cultures.  Elizabeth Martinez, “La Chicana.” 
 
1998 Vandana Shiva, Staying Alive:  Women, Ecology, and Development.  Judith Halberstam, Female 

Masculinity. 
 
2000 Connell, The Men and the Boys.  J Baumgardner and A Richards, Manifesta.  Amrita Basu, 

“Globalization of the Local/ Localization of the Global” 
 
2004  New York Times report on sex slaves in U.S., torture at Abu Ghraib 
 
2005  Hurricane Katrina, Resignation Supreme Ct. Justice Sandra Day O’Connor 


