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Knowledge From where?Knowledge From where?
Standpoint AnalysisStandpoint Analysis

19th Century positivism19th Century positivism
Facts speak for themselvesFacts speak for themselves
Scientist objective and neutralScientist objective and neutral

Radical Constructivism/ PostRadical Constructivism/ Post--ModernismModernism
All is narrative, science is just one more storyAll is narrative, science is just one more story

Standpoint AnalysesStandpoint Analyses
World exists independent of observationsWorld exists independent of observations
Knower is socially constructedKnower is socially constructed
Social location privileges kinds of knowledgeSocial location privileges kinds of knowledge
Variety of standpoints increases quality of knowledgeVariety of standpoints increases quality of knowledge

Sprague, Joey, 2005.  Sprague, Joey, 2005.  Feminist Methodologies for Critical Researchers  Feminist Methodologies for Critical Researchers  
--Bridging Differences. Bridging Differences. AltaMiraAltaMira Press, CAPress, CA





Gender as Social Structure

INTERACTIONAL

INDIVIDUAL INSTITUTITONAL



Table 1. Dimensions ofTable 1. Dimensions of Gender Structure, by Illustrative Social ProcessesGender Structure, by Illustrative Social Processes

Dimensions of the Gender StructureDimensions of the Gender Structure

Individual              Individual              InteractionalInteractional Institutional Institutional 

Level             Cultural Expectations   Level             Cultural Expectations   Domain          Domain          

Social              Socialization         Status Expectations   Social              Socialization         Status Expectations   OrganizationalOrganizational
ProcessesProcessesaa Internalization       Cognitive Bias                practicesInternalization       Cognitive Bias                practices

Identity WorkIdentity Work OtheringOthering Legal regulationsLegal regulations

Construction           Trading power       Construction           Trading power       Distribution ofDistribution of

of selfof self for patronage          resourcesfor patronage          resources

AltercastingAltercasting IdeologyIdeology

aa
aa These are e.g.s of social processes that may help explain the gender structure on each dimension. They
are meant to be illiustrative and not a complete list of all possible social processes or causal mechanisms.

Risman Barbara, 2004. “Gender as a Social Structure: Theory Wrestling with Activisim”, Gender & Society
Vol. 18, No. 4, pp. 429-450    
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