9.  Facilities and Other Resources 

The University of Illinois at Chicago

The University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) is the largest university in the Chicago area. A land-grant institution chartered in 1867, UIC is a member in good standing of the Association of American Universities and is fully accredited by the Commission on Institutions of Higher Education of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. UIC is known nationally and internationally for its research, with a current research volume of approximately $307 million. UIC ranks among the top 50 out of more than 650 national universities in federal research funding for the second year in a row. UIC has 25,000 students, 12,000 faculty and staff, and 15 colleges. Located just west of downtown Chicago, the UIC campus is comprised of more than 100 buildings on approximately 240 acres. Based in the Illinois Medical District, one of the world’s largest concentrations of advanced public and private healthcare facilities, UIC operates the state’s major public medical center. UIC’s hallmark is its Great Cities Commitment through which UIC faculty, staff and students engage in hundreds of programs with community, corporate, government and civic partners to improve the quality of life in Chicago and other metropolitan areas around the world. UIC’s diverse student body is considered to be one of its greatest strengths. There is no ethnic majority among the university’s approximately 65 percent undergraduate and 35 percent graduate and professional students.

The School of Public Health

The University of Illinois at Chicago School of Public Health (SPH) was established in 1970 and is one of thirty-eight such schools located throughout the United States. Accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health, UIC SPH is the only fully accredited school of public health in the state of Illinois. UIC SPH has as its mission the enhancement of quality of life through improving the public’s health and serves as a critical link in the education of the nation’s public health work force.  The UIC SPH is particularly recognized for its strong programs in prevention research (including violence prevention and drug prevention outreach programs), health promotion, maternal and child health, gerontology, environmental and occupational safety and health, infectious diseases, cancer, asthma, biostatistical methods (including random effects modeling, longitudinal data analysis and linear models), public health informatics, public health policy, and public health practice and leadership.

The school offers educational programs leading to the following degrees: Master of Public Health (MPH); Master of Science (MS); Master of Healthcare Administration (MHA); Doctor of Philosophy (PhD); and Doctor of Public Health (DrPH). The MPH, MS, MHA and PhD degrees are pursued through the School of Public Health division in which the student specializes. The DrPH degree is achieved through a schoolwide program encompassing study across the curricula of all the school’s divisions. The school additionally offers Centers for Disease Control and Prevention-funded postdoctoral training in interdisciplinary public health research that targets urban health issues.

Divisions of the School of Public Health

The School of Public Health is organized into four academic divisions and a number of specialized research, service and training centers and programs. 

Community Health Sciences Division (CHS) 
The Community Health Sciences Division focuses on public health practice aspects of community health as they relate to the interaction of individuals, families and community structures. The behavioral sciences form the theoretical basis for community applications to enhance health and well-being. Specific content areas within CHS include behavioral sciences and health promotion, gerontology, and maternal and child health. CHS offers the Master of Public Health (MPH), Master of Science (MS) and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degrees.

Housed in the Community Health Sciences Division are the following programs, centers and institutes:

Center for Public Health Practice

- The Illinois Institute for Maternal and Child Health Leadership 

-  The Illinois Maternal and Child Health Data Use Academy 

- The Illinois Public Health Preparedness Center 
- The Mid-America Public Health Training Center 

- The Mid-America Regional Public Health Leadership Institute 

- The Public Health Practitioner Certification Board 

The Maternal and Child Health Program

The Maternal and Child Health Epidemiology Program

The Naomi Morris Collaborative for Community Health Assessment and Evaluation

The Preventive Medicine Residency Program

Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences Division (EOHS)

The Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences Division provides students with the requisite scientific and public health background to help protect the environment and improve the health of workers and the general public. EOHS offers the MPH, MS and PhD degrees.  The following programs, centers and institutes are housed in EOHS:

The Air Pollution Training Institute

The Certificate Program in Environmental Health Informatics

The Certificate Program in Emergency Management and Continuity Planning 

The Industrial Hygiene Program

Occupational Medicine Residency Programs

Post-doctoral Fellowship in Occupational Health Services Research

Epidemiology and Biostatistics Division (EPID/BSTT)

Epidemiology assesses the distribution and determinants of disease and other health-related events in populations. Biostatistics focuses on the development and application of statistical methods to problems in biology, medicine, public health and other life sciences. Epidemiology offers the MPH, MS and PhD degrees. Biostatistics offers an MPH in quantitative methods and the MS and PhD degrees. Because of the very close relationship between the fields of epidemiology and biostatistics, these two disciplines are housed within the same division. The division includes the following programs, centers and institutes:

The Chicago Project for Violence Prevention/CeaseFire

The Community Asthma Prevention Program

The Community Outreach Intervention Projects

The Maternal and Child Health Epidemiology Program

The National Black Leadership Initiative on Cancer 

The Preventive Medicine Residency Program

The Public Health and Corrections Program

The Quantitative Biomedical Sciences Program 

Health Policy and Administration Division (HPA)

The Health Policy and Administration Division studies organizational behavior, planning and evaluation, health policies, health law and advocacy, management of cost and quality of healthcare and issues of effectiveness in health services.  HPA offers the MPH, MS, MHA (Master of Healthcare Administration) and PhD degrees. The following programs are housed in the Health Policy and Administration Division:

MPH Program in Public Health Informatics

The Certificate Program in Public Health Informatics

The Master of Healthcare Administration Program

Fogarty UIC AIDS International Training and Research Program

Centers, Institutes and Programs of the School of Public Health

The Center for the Advancement of Distance Education

The Diversity in Public Health Program

The Great Lakes Centers for Occupational and Environmental Safety and Health

- The Center for Children’s Environmental Health 
- The Center for Excellence in Environmental Health 

- The Occupational and Environmental Health and Safety Education and Research Center 
- The Center for Global Environmental and Occupational Health
- The Occupational Health Service Institute
The Institute for Health Research and Policy

- The Center for Health Behavior Research 

- The Center for Research on Health and Aging 

- The Health Policy Center

- The Center for Health Services Research
- The Cancer Control and Population Sciences Program

- The Center for Prevention and Oral Public Health Sciences

The Methodology Research Core 

The Institute for Environmental Science and Policy

University Support and Resources

University Library

The University Library provides collections and services in support of campus instructional and research programs at the following locations: the Richard J. Daley Library, the Library of the Health Sciences and the Science Library. The total holdings of the libraries include a collection of more than 2.2 million volumes, 26,000 serials and 3.9 million other items, including microfilms, manuscripts and cartographic documents.

The Library of the Health Sciences (LHS) supports teaching, research, service and clinical programs in the Colleges of Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Applied Health Sciences, and Pharmacy, the School of Public Health, and the UIC Hospital and Clinics. With the central library in Chicago and three regional sites in Peoria, Rockford and Urbana, LHS is in a unique position to understand and provide for the information needs of students and faculty, of users on and off campus, and of urban and rural health professionals. LHS is the largest library devoted to health sciences in the Midwest and is one of the largest health sciences libraries in the country. The library has a total collection of 607,000 volumes and receives over 4,000 print and electronic journal titles in the health sciences field. LHS also serves as the Regional Medical Library for ten Midwestern states under a contract awarded by the National Library of Medicine.

University Computing Resources

The Academic Computing and Communications Center (ACCC) supports the educational and research needs of the UIC community by providing a variety of computing, networking and telecommunication services. ACCC runs the campus network and the telephone system and offers a number of services, including Internet access, public computer labs, electronic mail, computer consulting, instructional technology support, teaching and learning servers, Web publishing, site-licensed software, microcomputer repair, LAN support, supercomputing support, network security and videoconferencing services.

The ACCC provides the following services for use by all UIC faculty, students and staff without charge:

- Public personal computer labs and instructional facilities, including both PCs and Macs in the labs, all connected to the ADNii network and to the ACCC’s local area network;

- Instructional support/consulting: weekly free courses on computer topics and free general consulting on issues related to the ACCC systems, the ADNii network, microcomputing and electronic mail. In addition, instructional support is provided to faculty who wish to integrate computers and computing into their courses.

School of Public Health Resources

Two buildings provide modern, well-furnished, well-equipped teaching, research, conference, interview and study facilities for faculty, students, staff and community groups and organizations.

The Office of the Dean and the school’s administration, the Community Health Sciences Division, the Epidemiology and Biostatistics Division, and the Health Policy and Administration Division are housed in the School of Public Health building located at 1603 West Taylor Street.  The 1603 West Taylor (School of Public Health-Psychiatric Institute or SPHPI) building provides 127,000 square feet and offers an auditorium, a multi-purpose activity room for special events, a parenting room, interview rooms, the Paul Q. Peterson Study Center, the Alan W. Donaldson Student Lounge and a cafe.

The Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences Division faculty, classrooms and laboratories are housed in the School of Public Health building at 2121 West Taylor Street (School of Public Health-West or SPHW) which includes approximately 80,000 square feet. The division has 10,500 square feet of laboratory space for teaching and research. Laboratory capabilities include biochemical and cellular analyses; gas and liquid chromatography and mass spectrometry; particle and aerosol analyses; particulate, chemical and noise measurement; weather and air pollution monitoring, and water quality and trace metal analysis. The division’s computer laboratory allows access to extensive university resources via the UIC mainframe.

The Institute for Health Research and Policy Centers, located at 1747 West Roosevelt Road, provides 36,500 square feet for research, teaching, conference and focus group facilities.
SPH Computer Resources

All faculty and staff in SPH have desktop computers in their offices and are connected to the Internet and wide area network. In addition, faculty have access to Novell and NT servers through local area networks. Once students have UIC identification cards and their unique computer accounts, they have access to the SPH computer labs, located in the two School of Public Health buildings, as well as to the Academic Computing and Communications Center computer labs across the campus. The auditorium and major conference rooms are equipped for teleconferencing.

